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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

HOW TO PRAY FOR THOSE YOU LOVE

“For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask
that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
“so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit
in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; "'strengthened with all power,
according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously
"giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.
(Colossians 1:9~12)

aul had a deep love for the Colossian church. He told them in

his letter, “We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your faith
in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;
because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you
previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel”(Col. 1:3~5). Paul
felt close to this church, even though he was a far distance from
them he rejoiced in their faith, hope, and love for Jesus Christ.
Paul not only mentioned that he prayed for them, but he
specifically told them what he prayed to God about them. Today's
Christians pray for others, but what exactly are they praying for?
The details of Paul’s prayers for the Colossian church should help
us with our own prayers. Let's look at what Paul prayed about, so
that we can ensure that our own prayers for those we love are in-
line with our faith in Jesus Christ.

The first thing Paul prayed was for the Colossian church to know
God's will. He didn't ask God for his own desire or even for their
desires. He said, “For this reason also, since the day we heard of
it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be
filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding”(Col. 1:9). This needs to be the beginning of all our
prayers! Jesus asks us to deny ourselves, so that we can look at
what is His will. When praying for our loved ones, we tend to ask
God for the things we want or the things we think are good, and
forget that it is God's will that is always best. Paul could have
prayed for the Colossian church to prosper, gain political power, or
even for them not to be persecuted, but he understood that
knowing God's will is more important than any of these other
things. Honor, health, and respect are not bad things, but if you
know God's will that is for eternity, that is for salvation. It's so
easy to get involved with earthly things like culture, sports,
economic issues, religion, neighbors, family, business, education,
recognition and the like, but being filled with the spiritual wisdom
and understanding to know God's will is utmost. Jesus said, “This
is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has
sent”(Jn. 6:29). He also tells us, "For this is the will of My Father,
that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have
eternal life, and | Myself will raise him up on the last day”(Jn.
6:40). What could be greater than God's will for a loved one?

The second thing Paul prayed was for the Colossian church to
know how to walk with God. He said, "“so that you will walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord”(Col. 1:10). In other words, Paul was
asking God to give the Colossian church the spiritual wisdom and
understanding to know His will, so that they could walk in His

ways. To walk in a manner worthy of the Lord means to live a life
worthy of the Lord, which results in godly fruitfulness, increased
knowledge of God, strength to endure, and thankfulness. We gain
spiritual understanding through prayer, Bible study, and worship.
Galatians 5:16 reminds us, "But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you
will not carry out the desire of the flesh.” We are all born with a
sinful nature and it is never eradicated in this life, but it can be
controlled by the Spirit. When we depend on the Spirit, we can
have victory over the flesh. When we let the Spirit control us, then
we can walk in love. Ephesians 5:2 says, “and walk in love, just as
Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us” and Ephesians
5:8 says, “for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light
in the Lord; walk as children of Light.” When we walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord others do notice, and we become fruitful in His
work. What could be better than praying for a loved one to walk in
God's ways?

Finally, Paul prayed for the Colossian church to know God well.
He said, “to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good
work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with
all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all
steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father,
who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in
Light”(Col. 1:10~12). When you know God's will and walk in His
ways, then you increase your knowledge about Him. It's not just
about knowing God more, but rather knowing God more
intimately. Philippians 3:7~11 say, "But whatever things were gain
to me, those things | have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.
More than that, | count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom |
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so
that | may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a
righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God
on the basis of faith, that | may know Him and the power of His
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed
to His death; in order that | may attain to the resurrection from the
dead.” What a powerful statement of faith! Paul grasped the
treasure found in knowing God well. This should be our goal. What
could be!

My dear friend, how well do you pray for those you love? Do
your prayers center only on temporary things? Let's pray for those
we love to know God’s will, to walk in God’s ways, and to
spiritually grow closer each day to Him. If you really love
somebody, then pray for their salvation and eternity. Amen. i
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