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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

~ PALMSUNDAY

“... "He who vindicates Me is near; Who will contend with Me?
Let us stand up to each other; Who has a case against Me?
Let him draw near to Me. “Behold, the Lord GOD helps Me;
Who is he who condemns Me? Behold, they will all wear out like a garment;
The moth will eat them.” (Isaiah 50:4-9)

On this Palm Sunday, as we remember Jesus' ride into Jerusalem
on a donkey, where the crowds welcomed Him with shouts of
"Hosanna®, and soon thereafter turned with shouts of "Crucify Him'", let
our hearts acknowledge the real meaning of being a faithful witness.
Jesus came and talked to the church, but the religious officials at first
ignored Him, then hated Him, and eventually had Him killed. With
human eyes, the church saw Him ride a stupid donkey, and gave him
little respect. The greatest King of kings was among them, but He
was not the kind of king they wanted. Indeed, they had waited a long
time for their Messiah, but they missed Him because they were
unable to recognize Him. Their traditions, culture, laws, and own faith
prohibited them from acknowledging the true Messiah. At the real
Palm Sunday, two thousand years ago, the people praised Him and
sang to Him, but spiritually they were in the dark, and the result was
terrible.

If Jesus does not do what you want Him to do, if His actions are not
what you expect, do you turn away, do you crucify Him? The church
always needs to be keenly aware of spiritual matters. We need to be
extremely careful and pay close attention to God's doings. Today's
Bible verses talk about the significance of the eyes, ears, and mouth
that focus on the word of God. In order to be aware of and have
appreciation for God's work, if we want to be faithful witnesses,
Christians must dedicate themselves to listening and speaking God's
word.

If you do nat listen to God's word, you cannot speak God's word.
Real faith comes from hearing the word of God. If you do not listen to
God's word, how can you possibly preach it to other people? The
message of the Gospel is God's secret. It is spiritual in nature, and
you cannot obtain it through your own knowledge and study. You need
the Holy Spirit to open your heart to hear and understand God's word.
You need to pay attention to the Lord God! God's message requires a
special messenger, someone who listens to the word of God. A true
servant says, “The Lord God has given Me the tongue of disciples,
that | may know how to sustain the weary one with a word. He
awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a
disciple. The Lord Ged has opened My ear; and | was not disobedient
nor did | turn back'(vv. 4&5). People give so much attention to other
things, like their health, clothes, and kids that they do not have the
time and energy to listen to the word of God. God needs to come first
in everything. You should wake up and start each day by reading the
Bible. The voices of the world pull us in many directions, and can drive
us crazy sometimes, but Isaiah stresses the importance of listening
and paying attention to the word of God, not other things.

Many of today's pastors do not search for God's word, but instead
look to what their congregations want to hear. They focus on cultural
needs and methods. They look for what is moral and desirable, what
is interesting and entertaining. Whoever listens to these pastor's
worldly words cannot have a good relationship with Jesus Christ
because they do not preach the Gospel, the truth of eternity. They do
not preach from the spirit of God, and that is why others do not feel or
sense His presence. Many pastors spend most of their time
counseling congregation members or handling problems with their
ministry staff, and leave themselves little to no spiritual time with
God. They spend most of their time dealing with people. If you want
to be an ambassador of God, please listen to the word of God. Let
God be first in your life.

God has given us eyes, ears, and a mouth. He does not want us to

only see and hear, but also to speak. He has given us a wonderful
tongue with the authority to speak His word. Whenever you use your
tongue for His glory, He is pleased. If you have the tongue of
disciples, then you can “sustain the weary one” with a word. Matthew
11:28 says, 'Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and |
will give you rest.” There is an answer, but you need to tell the weary
one that he or she has to come to Jesus for help. If you introduce and
bring the heavy-laden to Jesus, they can listen to God's Word, for the
Holy Spirit will come upon them. John 16:13 promises, "But when He,
the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He
will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will
speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come." You need to talk
and confess Jesus to those in need. You have to speak to them about
real truth, "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all that | said to you'(Jn. 14:26).

In order for you to tell others about Jesus, you first need to listen to
Him, then you can talk. When you talk with His power and authority,
they can hear God, and then they can talk to Him. Your words will give
them encouragement, hope, peace, and eternal blessing, if they
accept them. Please help the weary soul in need of Jesus, for one
soul is more worthy than the whole universe. God has given you a
great tongue; please use it for His glory.

Without a dedicated heart, you cannot withstand the hardships that
come with Christian living. When pain and suffering arise, you will fall,
you will quit, unless you devote your loyalty to Jesus Christ, 'l gave
My back to those who strike Me, and my cheeks to those who pluck
out the beards; | did not cover My face from humiliation and
spitting'(v. 6). Faithful witnesses are able to endure persecution and
agony because they deny themselves, take their crosses, and travel
the narrow way. The world will hate you, but Jesus says, “If the world
hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you'(Jn.
156:18). Jesus also warns, "These things | have spoken to you so that
you may be kept from stumbling. They will make you outcasts from
the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to
think that he is offering service to God'(Un. 16:1&2). There is real
persecution, even within the church. People who think they are
following Jesus will try to hurt you, 50 you need to be truly dedicated.

With a dedicated heart, you will not only be able to bear adversity,
but also experience peace. Jesus says, "These things | have spoken to
you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have
tribulation, but take courage; | have overcome the world"(Jn. 16:33).
God will help you in every situation, “For the Lord God helps Me,
therefore, | am not disgraced; therefore, | have set My face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be ashamed. He who vindicates Me is near;
who will contend with Me? Let us stand up to each other; who has a
case against Me? Let him draw near to Me. Behold, the Lord God
helps Me; who is he who condemns Me? Behold, they will all wear
out like a garment; the moth will eat them'(vv, 7-9). Take courage in
God, and do not let your faith be shaken.

Are you a dedicated Christian? Do you really listen to God's word,
and share it with those in need? Can you say, "For to me, to live is
Christ and to die is gain'(Phil. 1:21) Jesus is now here spiritually, and
will one day appear here physically, so please pay serious attention to
His Word, and talk bravely to those He places in front of you. This
Palm Sunday, praise and sing to Him with dedicated hearts, and the
result will be wonderful, 1
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