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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

CONFESSION OF ISAIAH

DIn the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted,
with the train of His robe filling the temple. ®Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings;
with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. -+
@ He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips;
and your iniquity is taken away, and your sin is forgiven.”
®Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?”
Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!’(Isaiah 6:1~8)

illions and millions of today's Christians live under their own
M plan, potential, and purpose. Their vision always ends up in
failure. Everyone, no matter how sophisticated or busy, who
follows their own way of thinking, is disappointed, Their inner
being is empty. No matter how active they are or how much
struggle is put forth, they receive very little satisfaction. Even
those with great material possessions on the outside do not have
real enjoyment inside. Why is it that so many people cannot
achieve real happiness or find inner peace? The answer is
because they are missing the joy of involvement in the greatest
work on earth. How can you realize your dream? How can you
find true contentment? You need |saiah's confession. Isaiah was
a righteous man whose poor vision was corrected by seeing God
for who He is.

Isaiah needed to understand God as He is. Isaiah lived during a
wicked period in his nation's history, His people had forsaken the
Lord, his king died of leprosy, and his land was filled with rampant
immorality. Israel's hope appeared to be gone. As Isaiah cried over
this situation in the sanctuary, thinking he was the only good
person left in Jerusalem, God came to him in a vision. In this
vision, he saw God's glory with his own eyes. He really looked at
who God is, and in so doing, he realized that God is all holiness.
Prior to this vision, Isaiah did not think about God's holiness, he
thought only about other people’s sinfulness. Thus, his viewpoint
about his situation was clouded. His perceptions were faulty. His
understanding of sin was wrong. His understanding of sin was
changed when His understanding of God became clear. It must be
noted that a changing view of sin does not change God's holiness.
God has always been, is now, and will always be holy. The holiness
of God is revealed throughout the Bible, especially concerning the
cross, At the cross our sins are cleansed and we are made holy.
Ephesians 2:14~16 says, “For He Himself is our peace, who made
both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing
wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of
commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He
might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace,
and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the
cross, by it having put to death the enmity.” The cross of Christ
makes us God's children, “So then you are no longer strangers and
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's
household."{Eph. 2:19) Can you see the holiness of God at the
cross? Do you really look at God as He is?

Isaiah needed to understand himself as he is. When he looked at

God as He is, he saw how terrible he was. He confessed, "Woe is
me, for | am ruined! Because | am a man of unclean lips, and | live
among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King,
the Lord of hosts."(v. B) His first confession of wretchedness came
out because he was looking first at God. He saw how really terrible
he was inside. Others cannot see what you are like inside, but you
know and God knows. Isaiah realized that he was a man of unclean
lips living amongst others with unclean lips. How can someone be
good in that situation? When have you seen yourself as you really
are? Do not make excuses or comparisens. How many times have
you stood proud, thinking how great and good you are? Like Isaiah,
we need to confess our sins, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”(1 Jn. 1:9) Do you understand that? Please do
not complain or make excuses for yourself. You are not perfect!
Kneel at the foot of the cross and confess everything.

Isaiah needed to understand the world as God understands the
world, After looking at God and recegnizing His holiness, Isaiah
saw his own sinfulness. He confessed his sinfulness, and the Lord
asked, “Whom shall | send, and who will go for Us?” and Isaiah
responded, “Here am |. Send Me!"(v. 8) God sees a world with
poor, dying souls in it, and yet, He loves the world. He sent His
Son. God wants to save the lost ones. He has called His people.
We need to see the world in the same way God does. We need to
look upon those in need of help in the same way God looks upon
them, Isaiah finally saw the real picture. His viewpoint was in line
with God's viewpoint, which is why he was able to say to God,
"Here am |. Send me!” His response launched him on a great
adventure. Isaiah’s eyes saw his situation with hope, not
depression. Instead of giving-up, he was excited about doing God's
work. He had real joy and a real vision. Do you have a real vision?
Perhaps you need to see God as Isaiah did.

My dear friend, ask God to enable you to see the lost people as
He sees them. He is calling you now, how will you respond? What
is your confession? When Isaiah realized God’s holiness and glory,
he also realized his sinfulness. When he realized his sinfulness, he
was able to realize God's plan for the world. When he realized
God's plan for the world, he was ready to go and to do his part in
it. Are you ready to be busy with the fruit of the Holy Spirit? Come
to the cross. Humble yourself and kneel at the feet of Jesus. Ask
Him to enable you to see the world, your neighbor, and yourself
through His eyes. He loves you. He loves the world. He wants to
send you. It is time to see Him as He is. It is time to get to work. i
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