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| sermon for Next Sunday |

WONDERFUL MIRACLE

® And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a

manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. ® In the same region there were some
shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night . «------
@ But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart. “The shepherds went back,
glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them.
(Luke 2:7~20)

eaven'’s history is forever. Our minds cannot even fathom
chat reality. Sometime during its existence, God created
this earth and humankind. Humankind made a fatal error,
bringing death and destruction into its universe. God
intervened and made a way available for all people to be
blessed. His salvation plan is a wonderful miracle. On
Christmas, all of history, both heaven’s and earth's came
together. On that special night, God the Son was born on this
earth. God the Son left heaven, separated from God the Father
and God the Holy Spirit, and came to a place on this poor earth
called Bethlehem. Thousands upon thousands of angels sang
about this miracle. All of Scripture led to the place of
Bethlehem. Mary and Joseph only came from Nazareth, but
the ages had waited for them to arrive. Their arrival was
paramount. The Prophet Micah had said that they would be
there, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be
among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me
to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from
the days of eternity.”(Mic. 5:2) That wonderful miracle night
had long been on heaven's calendar. The angels looked
forward to their appointment. The words of the prophets
awaited fulfillment. The Baby in Mary’s womb would soon light
up the night. Christmas is a wonderful miracle.

Do you realize the wonderful miracle of Christ's humble
birth? All of heaven anticipated and waited for that special
night. When the fullness of time came, Christ entered this
world as a baby, “And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and
she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in the inn."(v. 7) Christ came
down from heaven to a stable. He entered the world from the
womb of a virgin. It is this Baby's world, He created it, “"He
was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and
the world did not know Him.” (Un. 1:10) Yet how poorly He
arrived. He came down to redeem the world, but the world
rejected Him. For a moment consider the contrast of His
condescension; from the fragrance of heaven to the smell of a
stable, from the worship of angels to the rejection of
innkeepers, from the son of saints to the braying of donkeys,
from the robe of royalty to the wrappings of rags, from the
mansion of heaven to the manger on earth. My dear friends,

He came down to save you and me. Do you see the wonderful
miracle?

Do you realize the wonderful miracle of the heavenly host?
Gabriel, an angel, visited Zachariah, Mary, and even Joseph to
tell them about Christ's coming. One angel came to the
shepherds on the Judean hillside, the fields of Bethlehem,
with a great message.(vv. 8~12) The angel told the shepherds,
“Do not be afraid; for behold, | bring you good news of great
joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of
David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.” {wv. 10~11) This was the special place where Rachel
was entombed, Samuel anointed David to be king, and Ruth
gleaned the fields of Boaz. Once the shepherds notified, a
multitude of angels came down and sang on this earth, “Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with
whom He is pleased.” (v. 14) My dear friends, Jesus was born
on Christmas night in Bethlehem. This is a miracle night, a
night to remember. Do you see the wonderful miracle?

Do you realize the wonderful miracle of God's work in
people’s hearts? The Roman Empire decreed a tax census that
required Joseph and Mary to register in Bethlehem. Mary was
full-term pregnant, but just as God moved the emperor to fulfill
His will, so too He touched Mary's heart to travel in her
condition. After the angels sang, the shepherds hurried to see
Baby Jesus and share the message of the angels, "And all
who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by
the shepherds. But Mary treasured all these things, pondering
them in her heart. The shepherds went back, glorifying and
praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had
been told them."(vv. 18~20) The shepherds became
evangelists; the Wise men would journey far distance in
following His star. My dear friends, Christ's birth can change
your heart, and thus change your eternal destination. Do you
see the wonderful miracle?

Christ is born! It is the greatest miracle of'all on this earth.
The miracle will continue and many will come to Jesus, like the
Wise men, many will worship Him. Have you become one of
the miracles of Christmas? Your miracle time is now, please
come to faith in Jesus Christ and know the miracle of His
salvation. Amen. g
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