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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

DO NOT BE AFRAID

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary;
for you have found favor with God.” (Luke 1:30)

s a Christian, when you face difficult circumstances or go through
A‘ﬁroubled times, someone always tells you not to worry. [t may be
family, friends, or the Holy Spirit Himself. The problem comes when
you do not heed these words of wisdom because of unbelief, which
by the way is too often. When you do not listen, and continue to fret
and fuss, your faith weakens. Your negative actions cause yourself and
others to be very uncomfortable and unhappy. In today’s Bible verse,
an angel of the Lord God came to the Virgin Mary, a believer, and told
her not to be afraid. Did you know that prior to this angel showing up
that God's word was silent for over four hundred (400) years? Not forty
years (40) or even four (4) months, which is a long time, but four
hundred years passed since the word of the Lord came to His people
through the prophet Malachi! As such, when suddenly an angel shows
up and tells not just Mary, but also Zacharias, Joseph, and the
shepherds, “Do not be afraid,” that has some deep meaning. Four
centuries of silence, and then the first words to all these people are
“Do not be afraid,” | think this is a key message for believers. It is
something we as Christians should definitely not take lightly.

As sinners, our basic attitude is to worry and not take seriously the
word of God. You hear the words, “Don't Worry,” but you often forget
to practice them. You get into the bad habit of stressing out. As
Christians, our foundational character is to get involved with God by
hearing and obeying His commands. When God's glory was about to
come to this earth, His first message to believers, after four hundred
years of total silence, was not to be afraid. What does that really mean
to you? Let us look at what it meant to Mary, so that we can better
appreciate what it means to us.

First, when the angel told Mary, "Do not be afraid,” God was saying
do not be afraid of the unexpected. Before this angel showed up, Mary
was a young woman in love. She was engaged to marry Joseph. She
was a believer filled with happy dreams and hopes, but now
something unexpected was going to happen abruptly. She was going
to become pregnant without being with a man. She asked the angel,
“How can this be, since | am a virgin?"(v. 34) The angel told her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the
Son of God"(v. 35). He even told her that her relative, Elizabeth, would
conceive a child in her old age, and that all this was doable because
nothing is impossible with God (vw. 36&37). Jewish law demanded
that unwed mothers could be stoned. Who would believe her story?
Her community would surely turn against her. This was a huge weight
to carry. Would you be worried? Believers sometimes get scared
when unexpected situations come. Mary told the angel, "Behold, the

bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your
word"(v. 38). Her response is why she received God's grace. She
received the miracle from heaven and delivered Him into this world.
She was the catalyst for the incarnation! Her mission was paramount,
and her performance was spectacular. Can you handle the
unexpected?

Second, when the angel told Mary, "Do not be afraid,” God was
actually telling her not to be afraid of losing her life. The life she
dreamed of having with Joseph was not to be. Her special pregnancy
was going to change everything. When Joseph found out she was
pregnant, he wanted to save her by sending her away secretly. As he
was considering this idea, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit" (Mt. 1:20). Sometimes big things happen to Christians. You may
lose a loved one. You may lose your job or house. You may even lose
your own life. God told Mary and Joseph not to be afraid because their
gain was much greater than their loss. Do you believe it?

Finally, the angel's message of do not be afraid, meant that Mary
should not be scared of meeting with God. In the Old Testament,
whenever you faced God, you died. Now, because of the incarnation,
God can be in you and you in Him. Before Christ, sinners died, but
with Christ came the good news of salvation. Sinners could repent and
change into new creatures. Their sins could be forgiven. When the
angel of the Lord suddenly stood before the shepherds and the glory
of the Lord shone around them; “they were terribly frightened"” (Lk.
2:9). But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, | bring
you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in
the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord”(Lk. 2:10&11). As soon as the angel told the shepherds,
suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among men with whom He is pleased”(Lk. 2:14), Peace,
not fear, needs to be in the hearts of believers. Many Christians are
afraid of meeting with God because of sin. Without doubt, standing
before the Lord God is fearful, but there is good news. Jesus is our
Savior. He will protect us, so we do not need to be afraid. God wants
to take your fears away. Will you let Him?

My dear friend, please trust God and do not be afraid of anything. He
has taken care of the unexpected. He has taken care of your life. He
has taken care of your relationship with Him. The Son of God, Jesus
Christ, has taken care of everything for you. All you need to do is
accept it and believe it and start living it. Amen. 4
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