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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

"BUTWHO DO YOU SAY THAT | AM?”

“"And Jesus went out, along with His disciples, to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way
He questioned His disciples, saying to them, “Who do people say that I am?” **And they told Him,
saying, “John the Baptist; and others say Elijah; but others, one of the prophets.” ®’And He
continued by questioning them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered and said to Him,

“Thou art the Christ.” “*And He warned them to tell no one about Him. (Mark 8:27-30)

s Jesus journeyed with His disciples to the villages of Caesarea

Philippi, He asked them, “Who do people say that | am?”(v. 27).
His ministry visits throughout the regions of Galilee, Judea, Decapolis,
and Perea caused people to talk about Him and form certain views.
The mighty miracles and godly teachings of the Son of God affected
people in different ways. Some thought about the Messiah selfishly,
using Him for their benefit and not God's glory. Others looked at Him
as a worldly Messiah. A few filled their bellies with His power and
authority, but not their hearts. Still fewer recognized Him as the
Provider of salvation, Deliverer of sin, and Protector against evil.

When we look back a few verses form today’s message, we find
Jesus at Bethsaida, a seaside city located on the north shores of the
Sea of Galilee (8:22). After He healed the blind man here. He walked
with His disciples to Caesarea Phillipi, a city about 25 miles north
Bethsaida, built by Herod Philip in honor of Caesar Augustus. This
metropolis had many temples to worship their different gods, most
especially Greek gods. It was a world known location filled with
religious power. After preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God and
healing many sick pecple, as He headed into its villages, Jesus asked
His disciples who these people thought He was. Their responses were
very similar to those we find in today's world. Whether in Asia, U.S.A.,
Europe, Middle East, or Africa, those who know of Jesus think of Him
as a great man, wise teacher, and significant leader. Religious officials,
like those in Caesarea Phillipi, talk about Him and form professional
opinions. Unfortunately, professional opinions are not always right, and
many times dangerous. Even Christian theologians vary in their
viewpoints, many professing half-truths with half deceits, which lead to
VEry wrong outcomes.

In Caesarea Phillipi, some religious spokespersons thought Jesus
was John the Baptist (v. 28). Their expert knowledge on Jewish religion
brought them to this judgment. Like Herod the tetrarch, they
recognized Jesus' spiritual power (Mt. 14:2). Herod knew John before
He had him killed. When he heard the news about Jesus, he thought it
was John incarnated. These people related John and Jesus' message,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” to mean that they
were the same person (Mt. 3:2; Mt. 4:17). Today, many seminaries and
churches teach the wrong things about Jesus, like connecting faith
with worldly success. Their professional interpretations are not only
wrong, but also extremely perilous.

Others in Caesarea Philippi considered Jesus to be Elijah (v. 28).
These biblical professionals recounted Malachi 4:5, "Behold, | am
going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great
and terrible day of the Lord.” They did not really believe or trust Jesus
to be Elijah, but it was an answer for them to ponder, Elijah revived the
world's knowledge of the living God. He fought and won against the
Baal priests. He prayed for no rain, and it did not rain for many years. It
was not until he prayed for rain that the rain miraculously came. In
between, Elijah fed himself and two others with just a little flour and
oil, just as Jesus fed the thousands with a little bread and fish. These
wise and intelligent people perceived Jesus to be Eljah. Their studies

and mindset led them to look at and talk about Jesus as if He were
Elijah.

Still others in Caesarea Philippi regarded Jesus as “one of the
prophets” (v. 28). They knew the words, "The Lord your God will raise
up for you a prophet like me [Moses] from among you, from your
countrymen, you shall listen to him" (Dt. 18:15). They remembered God
saying, “| will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you
[Moses], and | will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to
them all that | command Him"(Dt. 18:18). Surely, to them, this prophet
was Jesus. They viewed Him as a man to listen and follow after. They
wanted to receive grace through human effort and power. His
teachings were great and He had tremendous religious value. He
contributed much, and they were willing to abide by Him as martyrs.
The only problem was that they did not find out He was the Son of
God; they just looked at Him as a respectable man of God. Like the
people in Jesus' hometown, who Jesus wondered at their unbelief,
they could not see His divinity, only His humanity (Mk. 6:3, 6).

After Jesus asked His disciples who the people of Caesarea Philippi
thought He was, He turned around and directly asked His disciples,
“But who do you say that | am”(v. 29)? Right now, Jesus Christ wants
to know who you think He is. From this question, whatever your
answer, comes a critical result that determines your eternal destiny.
Simon Peter answered it, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God"(Mt. 16:16). Do you have this kind of answer in your heart, or do
you look at Jesus for fame, fortune, and respect. Perhaps, you think of
Jesus in professional terms to fit your intellectual level, or maybe, you
just think of Him as someone you can use to get what you want. | do
not know what you think. All | can tell you is that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God. He was born of the Holy Spirit (Mt. 1:18). He saves His
people from their sins (Mt. 1:21). Do you believe it? Do you believe that
Jesus can save you by delivering you from your sins, or do you believe
in Him so that He can give you earthly blessings?

My dear friend, the Bible tells us, “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through Him, and apart
from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. In Him
was life, and the life was the Light of men”(Jn. 1:1-4). Jesus Christ is
the Word of God. He is Life! He warned His disciples, “Watch out!
Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod"(Mk.
8:15). Please be ever so careful with the professional teachings of
famous theclogians and pastors. Be a believer in the Word of God.
Read your Bible and listen to the Holy Spirit's voice. He will talk to you
and tell you about Jesus. You have to know who Jesus Christ is. You
have to know the whole truth, “like newborn babies, long for the pure
milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation” (1
Pet. 2:2). As you leave the church today, go in God's grace, “And now |
commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to
build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are
sanctified”{Acts. 20:32). Amen. §
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Centurion Crucifier

"Thank you Lord Jesus
for using the worst sinner

. Thank you for using me,

_Open our hearts

His Son, our Savior,

‘Like the centurion,
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to declare Y@u are the Son of God.
*“and all who Fall short of your glory.

dear Lord to proclaim to other people
that You truly are the Son of God.
Let Your Holy Spirit gives us the words

of reconciliation of men to Himself in You,

who lived and died for all men.

let out mouths confess Your truth. Amen.

Rev. Kim Sung Kwan
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to tell the simple gospel story of Gods loving act
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