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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

OBEYING THE TRUTH

“You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?”
(Galatians 5:7)

n today's Bible verse, Paul questions the Galatian church about
their faulty ways. VWhen he first came to them and preached the
gospel, they immediately accepted the salvation God's grace makes
available through Christ's death and resurrection. They believed in
and experienced righteous living. Even though he was ill on his
former visit, they had not scorned him but had treated him as Christ
" had treated them (Gal. 4:13-15). With such great past relations, he
now wants to know who changed their minds about the wonderful
truth he shared with them. The Galatian church knew and
witnessed God's powerful secret, which is, “But the righteous man
shall live by faith”(Rm. 1:17). They knew the power and the truth,
“For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him" (2 Tim. 2:11).
They should have been deligent to present themselves approved to
God as workers who do not need to be ashamed, accurately
handling the word of truth, but they did not. They turned away from
the truth, which is why Paul questions them in this letter.

The Galatian church had deserted grace to retreat into law
because of certain Jewish Christians (the Judaizers) who were
teaching that merit-salvation through obedience to the law of
Moses was necessary. These false teachers were misrepresenting
the gospel of Christ. ‘Paul responds, “| am amazed that you are so
quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a
different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some
who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But
even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel
contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be
accursed” (Gal. 1:6-8) Paul explained to them the doctrine of
justification by faith plus nothing, and of sanctification by the Holy
Spirit, not the Mose's Law. His response, given in the full apostolic
authority received from Christ, forcefully negates all theologies that
teach salvation by faith plus human effort.

In today's churches, there are many false teachers, both pastors
and congregation members, who prefer fame to preaching the
gospel. Jesus warns, "For false Christs and false prophets will arise
and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if
possible, even the elect” (Mt. 24:24). We are living in a time where it
is difficult to find a true church because so many people want the
church to be fun and entertaining, not holy and reverent. Paul told
the Galatian church, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumeision means anything, but faith working through
love"(Gal. 5:6). The Galatian church was growing with blessings
until the Judaizers started talking about their heritage, the
importance of Moses’ Law over Jesus, and the need for
circumcision. They were naturally interested in the history, and
unfortunately easily swayed from the gospel. The gospel is all about
the love of God, the death of Jesus on the cross for us because we

could not keep His law, or pay the price for our failure. Paul explains,
"nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of
the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in
Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not
by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh
will be justified”(Gal. 2:16). Please be careful of false teachers. Just
because someone is famous, a good oral speaker, or great leader
does not mean they know and preach Jesus.

Besides false teachers, when Christians start fighting and arguing
they easily lead themselves away from the cross. They begin to
think about other things and start disobeying the gospel. Paul
warns, "But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you
are not consumed by one another”(Gal. 5:15). Christians who
practice fighting love the world, and end up forgetting about Jesus,
the cross, and God's love. Their fighting displays their lack of love.
John 13:35 says, “By this all men will know that you are My
disciples, if you have love for one another.” Paul told the Galatian
church, "For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the
statement, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself'”(Gal. 5:14).
Even the primitive church started arguing over who was better; Paul
or Apolles (see 1 Cor. 3:4). James 3:16 sums up the situation, “For
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and
every evil thing.” Remember, “wisdom from above is first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits,
unwavering, without hypocrisy. And the seed whose fruit is
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace”(Jas.
3:17-18).

Desires of the flesh also hinder you from obeying the truth. You
must follow the Holy Spirit, not your way of thinking. Galatians 5:17
says, “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that
you may not do the things that you please.” The Holy Spirit guides
and directs your life. You do not live under the law, but under grace.
Your body always fights against the Spirit, and if you give in you will
always lose. You must listen to the Holy Spirit, then you will obey
the truth and the fruit of the Holy Spirit will grow in you, “But the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no
law"(Gal. 5:22-23). | hope you have this fruit in your life, for there is
nothing more enjoyable.

My dear friend, is there anyone or anything hindering you from
obeying the truth? Please return to Jesus Christ and believe God's
Word. Repent of your wrong doings, and deny yourself, so that the
Holy Spirit can lead you to follow Jesus Christ through your faith.
Amen. 4
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