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Sermon for Next Sunda

GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY

5 For this di t which 1

d you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach. "**It is not in

heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?’
4Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Whae will cross the sea for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we
may observe it?’ “"“But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may observe it.
124See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity;
(Deutteronomy 30:11~15)

fter giving His people His laws (Deut. 4:44~26:19), God also

mentioned His blessings for obedience (Deut. 28:1~14) and His
curses for disobedience (Deut. 28:16~68). God wants His people to love
Him, walk in His ways, and keep His commandments, statues, and
judgments so that He can bless them. Today's Bible passage says, “For
this commandment which | command you today is not too difficult for you,
nor is it out of reach. It is not in heaven, that you should say, "Who will go
up to heaven for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may
observe it?' Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross
the sea for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?’
But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you
may observe it. See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, and
death and adversity”(Deut. 30:11~15). The narrow path to heaven is all laid
out. All we have to do is walk it! Some things in the Bible are easy to
understand, like the fact that we are all sinners (Rom. 3:23) who need to
place our faith in Jesus for salvation (Jn. 3:16). Other things in the Bible are
more difficult to understand, like God's election and predestination of
specific people to bring into eternal communion with Himself (Eph. 1:4~5).
Today is Reformation Sunday! Every year Reformation Sunday provides us

the opportunity to ask together, “What does it mean to be the Church of
Jesus Christ today?” The time of Refoermation was a turbulent period,
characterized by harsh debates and struggles that led to a deep rift in

Christianity. Today’s churches are still deeply divided over doctrinal issues,
even though unity is the essence of Christ’s Church. God's sovereignty is
not too difficult to understand, "The Lord has established His throne in the
heavens, and His sovereignty rules over all”(Ps. 103:19). Some things are
known only to God, but the Bible and the glory of His creation are clear and
accessible revelation for all, “The secret things bé!ong to the Lord our God,
but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may
observe all the words of this law"(Deut. 29:29). We always get in trouble
when we ask questions or focus on things for our own benefit. The Church
is the Church of Jesus Christ, if not it is no church. If it isto represent
God's voice on earth, it has no other choice but to return to Him and to be
guided by His Spirit and His Word. The Church cannot rely on tradition,
structures, its own spiritual vitality or anything else in the world. It draws its
life from communicn with the crucified and risen Lord! So, let's focus on
God's sovereignty and, His rule over every thing. Why?

God's sovereignty doesn’t conflict with the gospel. God's sovereignty
gave us His Son, and the power of salvation. Salvation comes through faith
in Jesus Christ, "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other
name under heaven that has been given amaeng men by which we must be
saved”(Ac. 4:12). As Christians, we are justified by faith alone, “Therefore,
having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ”(Rom. 5:1). The gospel is the power of God for salvation, “For
| am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to,
everyong who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek”(Rom. 1:16).
Jesus calls out still today, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and | will give you rest. Take My yoke upen you and learn from Me,
for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For My yoke is easy and My burden is light”(Mt. 11:28~30). Jesus also
promises, “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who
comes to Me | will certainly not cast out”(Jn. 6:37). If we dont focus on

God's sovereignty, we will lock at other things and get into even more
trouble than the Church during the Reformation. Please let's concentrate
on the gospel, so that we can stop fighting about other things.

God's sovereignty doesn’t cancel the great commission. When we focus
on God's sovereignty the Church gets stronger. After His death and
resurrection, and before His ascension, Jesus' last words to His disciples
were, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that | commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of
the age”(Mt. 28:18~20). These final words of Jesus before His ascension
are referred to as "the great commission.” In Christ's power the
commission can be performed. The Church today exists because of His
great commission. The early Christians scattered abroad with the good
news, not with the doctrine of predestination! Too many of today's
churches are forgetting their call to the great commission, and it is sadly
becoming to them the great omission. We must get back to carrying the
gospel to lost people everywhere who need the Lord. The coming of
Pentecost called for worldwide witness (Ac. 1:8). God's sovereignty
empowered believers to he mighty missionaries. Right now, churches
around the world are focused on “new programs” and “other new stuff”
to attract believers to stay in the church. Our focus must move from
programs to people who need the Lord! If we focus on the great
commission, God's power will revitalize us

God's sovereignty doesn't curtail evangelism. The seeming delay of
Christ's return is because God does not view time as we do and because
He wants mare people to repent, “But do not let this one fact escape your
notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years like one day. The Lord is not slow about His promise, as
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to
perish but for all to come to repentance”(2 Pet. 3:8~9). God cares for
sinners. His sovereignty doesn’t compromise His grace. Salvation is
available to all believers, “For by grace you have been saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so
that no one may boast”(Eph. 2:8~9). Consider the evangelistic fervor of the
early church after Pentecost, where 3,000 souls were added that day (Ac.
2:41) and shortly thereafter 5,000 souls (Ac. 4:4). Paul shared the gospel
everywhere and in all circumstances, whether in prison or free. He
evangelized publicly and house to house (Ac. 20:20). He evangelized
wholeheartedly, “Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and
day for a period of three years | did not cease to admonish each one with
tears"(Ac. 20:31). If we focus on evangelism, God's sovereignty will bless
us.

My dear friends, we should know what’s wrong with today’s churches,
and our chureh in particular! If we don’t concentrate, really focus, on God's
Bible, then we will focus on our own desires. Let's concentrate on God's
sovereignty, knowing that it does not in any way contradict with the
gospel, the great commission, or evangelism. Do you really believe in
Jesus Christ? Do you believe in God's love? Do you accept by faith your
salvation? | hope you answered yes to all these questions because this is
or blessing time. Please come back to the Bible in faith and trust God's
sovereignty. Amen. i
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