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THE BIBLE AND THE BATTLE

“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

“And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. --- “Then Jesus said to him,
“Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM
ONLY.”” " Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.
(Matthew 4:1~11)

very Christian is in a spiritual war! No matter how long or

how strong a Christian, Satan still comes after you. Every
day, every moment, every single chance the devil gets He
wants to attack you. There are a lot of Christians today who
think: because they are saved they will not face the devil's
schemes. This is simply not true. 1 Peter 5:8 says, “Be of sober
spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” My friend,
salvation does not deliver you from this battle, but it does equip
you to win. Temptation is a daily part of living in this world. It is
hand to hand conflict, but the Bible in the hand and heart
assures victory! Today's Bible passage shows us that when
Jesus, the Lord God, fought in battle with the devil he said, “It
is written” every time. He used Scripture, not emotion, to
overcome the enemy. Oh how appropriate His Scripture
responses were for the conflict.

Jesus responded, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on
every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God"(Mt. 4:4).
Jesus fasted forty days and nights in His human body in
preparation for His ministry work. He was desperately hungry
and weak when the devil approached Him and encouraged Him
1o use His godly powers for Himself, “If You are the Son of God,
command that these stones become bread” (Mt. 4:3). Satan was
pushing on Jesus' ego. He was provoking Jesus to use His God
given talent and power for show. Jesus answered the tempter
with Scripture from Deuteronomy 8:3, “that He might make you
understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives
by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.” We
need more than bread in this battle. We need God's Word to be
our daily food. We can defeat Satan with Scripture because the
Word of God is the sword of the Spirit, “And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God"(Eph. 6:17). The Bible must become our daily bread.

Jesus responded, “You shall not put the Lord your God to the
test”(Mt. 4:7). Satan tempted Jesus on the pinnacle of the
temple. It must have been a great feeling i;tanding s0 high and
seeing Jerusalem from such a lofty position. Many temptations
happen in religious places because we are most vulnerable
when we are in a high place. Satan quoted Psalm 91:11~12 to
Jesus. He was reminding Jesus that He wouldn‘t get hurt if He
jumped down. He was acting like an angel of light, very similar
to how the wolves in sheep's’ clothing tend to act today, “For

such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising
themselves as apostles of Christ. No wonder, for even Satan
disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not
surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants
of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds” (2
Cor. 11:13~15). Jesus answered the trickster with Scripture
from Deuteronomy 6:16, “You shall not put the Lord your Ged to
the test.” God told Moses concerning His people, "Surely all
the men who have seen My glory and My signs which |
performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to
the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice, shall
by no means see the land which | swore to their fathers, nor
shall any of those who spurned Me see it"(Num. 14:22~23).
Psalm 78:40~41 remind us of how badly the Israelites behaved,
“How often they rebelled against Him in the wilderness and
grieved Him in the desert! Again and again they tempted God,
and pained the Holy One of Israel.” People who don't trust God
keep testing Him. Have you been testing God?

Jesus responded, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and
serve Him only”(Mt. 4:10). Satan wanted Jesus to worship him.
He took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed Jesus all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory, and rightly promised to
give them to Jesus if Jesus would only bow down to him.
Worshipping Satan is apprehensible to Jesus. Sadly, many
worship people and things rather than the Lord. Who do you
worship? Who do you really serve? The Lord should have all our
worship and service. Jesus answered the enemy with Scripture
from Deuteronomy 6:13~15, “You shall fear only the Lord your
God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His name. You
shall not follow others gods, any of the gods of the peoples who
surround you, for the Lord your God in the midst of you is a
jealous God; otherwise the anger of the Lord your God will be
kindled against you, and He will wipe you off the face of the
earth.” During this third encounter, Jesus strongly addressed
Satan, “Go, Satan!”(Mt. 4:10). Indeed, Satan ran away from
Jesus. "Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and
began to minister to Him"(Mt. 4:11).

My dear friends, are you in the midst of a battle? Please don't
try to win using your own talent. Are you struggling with
temptation? Please take the Bible into battle. Are you
wondering if you will overcome the enemy? Please know that
the sword of the Spirit will bring victory every time. Amen. W
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