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"And He went a little
beyond [them,] and
fell on His face and
prayed, saying,

‘My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup
pass from Me; yet
not as I will, but as
Thou wilt.”,
(Matthew 26:39)

fter instituting the Lord" s Supper, Jesus

walked a little beyond with His disciples to
‘a place called Gethsemane' (v. 36). The name
Gethsemane means ‘oil press’ . It was a
garden, doubtless containing olive trees, located
on the side of the Mount of Olives. Once there,
He asked His disciples to sit, and He walked a
little beyond with Peter, John, and James. As
He drew nearer to the cross, His heart became
tremendously ‘grieved and distressed’ (v. 37).
His suffering intensified. He told His three
closest disciples, “My soul is deeply grieved, to
the point of death; remain here and keep watch
with Me” (v. 38). The agony of Jesus' heart
wrenching sadness is beyond measure. Yet,
“He went a little beyond them, and fell on His
face and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as |
will, but as You will' "(v. 39). Here we view the
painful passion of the Son of God in the midst of
the Garden of Gethsemane alone, and in spite of
everything, He still went a little beyond. His
disciples told Him that even if they had to die
with Him, they would not deny Him(v. 35). Yet
as soon as Jesus was arrested, “all the disciples
forsook Him and fled” (Mt. 26:45). Jesus went a
little beyond alone.

The sadness and suffering Jesus experienced
during His first coming was immense. His
whole life in a fallen world involved suffering.
He left the most gracious, beautiful, heavenly
kingdom to come to this earth. He left the
bosom of His lovely Father, and the glory of
heaven behind Him, so that He could be placed
in the Virgin Mary’ s womb. Our Almighty Lord
humbled Himself to be born at Bethlehem in a
lowly manger. As an infant, He escaped the
terror of King Herod. He grew up in the meager
town of Nazareth with poor parents, and learned
obedience through what He suffered (Heb. 5:8).
He withstood tremendous pain during the
temptation in the wilderness. His ministry,
which began in the little city of Capernaum, was
limited to the surrounding areas of the Sea of
Galilee. Everywhere He went, the people of this
world, most especially the famous religious
leaders, discriminated against Him.
Nevertheless, He alone proclaimed the Gospel
of the Kingdom of God. He was a lonely
prophet with no home of His own. Try to
imagine the Creator of this world coming down
to His creation as a poor, homeless, and lonely
traveler. Try to imagine the intense feelings of
His rejection.

In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus moved
just a little beyond in suffering. In this sinful,
violent, and dark world, His heart deeply
sorrowed to the point of death; He continued to

walk just a little beyond. That was His life's
walk. My dear friend, just look at Him with faith.
Lying face down in the garden, distraught with
grief, He overcame His physical needs. He was
a champion! He was alone, and His body was
tired. His spiritual strength was worn. He cried
out to His Father. He had only one thing left, to
pray to His Father. He prayed aloud, “if it is
possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as |
will, but as You will" (v. 39). Here is success.

From the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus
stepped a little beyond to a place called
‘Gabbatha’ , which means rock(Jn. 19:13). Here
the world’ s Roman power under the control of
Pontius Pilate’ s judgment happened. Pilate
yelled to the crowd, “Behold, your king” (Jn.
19:14). Indeed, Jesus overcoming the world
made Him our King, but the crowd looked upon
him with contempt. They preferred the release
of a murderder instead of the discharge of an
innocent man. They denounced His kingship,
and acclaimed another. In spite of this, Jesus
rose above the world' s way, and endured the
injustice for the sake of God s will. Here is
triumph.

From Gabbatha, Jesus walked a little beyond
to a place called ‘Golgotha’, which means
skulldn. 19:17). Here they crucified Him. The
physical pain of crucifixion and the pain of taking
on Himself the absolute evil of our sins were
aggravated by the fact that Jesus faced this pain
alone. Far worse than the desertion of His
closest friends was the fact that He was
deprived of the closeness of His Father, which
had been the deepest joy of His heart for all His
earthly life. He faced the weight of the guilt of
all sins alone. Yet, here He won the battle with
Satan. Here is victory!

Jesus moved a little beyond again as He
came to the grave. Here He overcame the
power of death(Mt. 28:6). His resurrection was
not simply a coming back from the dead, as had
been experienced by others before, such as
Lazarus. Rather, when He rose from the dead
Jesus was the ‘first fruits' (1 Cor. 15:20) of a
new kind of human life, a life in which His body
was made perfect, no longer subject to
weakness, aging, or death, but able to live
eternally. Here is glory!

Jesus always went a little beyond. That was
His way. He went a little beyond to overcome
the physical and earthly. He went a little beyond
to overcome Satan and death. Even though He
suffered greatly, He continually moved a little
beyond to resurrection glory. Let us praise and
worship Him with all our hearts. Let us glorify
Him by going a little beyond in our walk in
faith. 4
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