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PALM SUNDAY

"When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives,
then Jesus sent two disciples, @saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you,
and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me. -
“When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, “Who is this?”
"And the crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee.” (Matthew 21:1~11)

| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

s the last week of His earthly ministry approached, Jesus

humbly began His walk toward Jerusalem. When He entered
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, which is a village about one-half
miles east of Jerusalem, He sent two of His disciples to get Him a
donkey, "Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will
find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring
them to Me. "If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The
Lord has need of them,” and immediately he will send them” (Mt.
21:2~3). Jesus did this to fulfill an Old Testament prophecy. The
night before His descent into Jerusalem, Jesus spent time with His
dear friend Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha in Bethany.
At the supper table, Lazarus reclined with Jesus and His disciples
while Martha served the food, “Mary then took a pound of very
costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and
wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the
fragrance of the perfume”(Jn. 12:3). Mary’s anocinting of Jesus was
in anticipation of His burial. On Palm Sunday, the King of kings
began His triumphal entry into Jerusalem to present Himself to
Israel as her King.

Jesus deliberately chose a donkey and her colt for His entrance to
fulfill the prophecy spoken by Zechariah, “Rejoice greatly, O
daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with
salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the
foal of a donkey"(Zech. 9:9). Jesus lived His earthly life as a poor
person. He did not accumulate material possessions. He did not
even own a home, "The foxes have holes and the birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head”(Lk.
9:58). When the kings of old entered their kingdoms, they did so
lavishly. They had fancy horses, dressed in the finest clothing, and
had an elaborate array of soldiers follow in front and behind them.
Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey colt. His clothes were
commonplace. His followers were ordinary citizens. The only thing
grandeur about this celebration was the person of Jesus, the
physical presence of the King of all kings. Jesus is not like other
kings; He is not an earthly conguercr, “"For you know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He
became poor, so that you through His poverty might become
rich”(2Cor. 8:9).

Jesus, the Messiah, was welcomed by the crowds into Jerusalem.
Prior to this special event, wherever Jesus went He was generally
mistreated. People disrespected, insulted, and even tried to
physically hurt Him. But on this Palm Sunday, the crowds praised
Him and shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest”(Mt. 21:9).
They spread their coats in the road and cut branches from trees and
spread them on the road for Jesus to go over. Their hearts rejoiced

as Jesus gently and humbly came into Jerusalem. His message of
salvation was clear, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and | will give you rest. "Take My yoke upon you and learn
from Me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls”(Mt. 11:28~29). Jesus wants to conquer this earth
with peace, He wants to give us heavenly blessings, "Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ”(Eph.
1:3). Jesus brings us into His family tree, “But now in Christ Jesus
you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood
of Christ”(Eph. 2:13). Believers are legally grafted into the blessing
family of King David, whom God promised the eternal throne.

Jesus, the Son of David, was not recognized by the people of
Jerusalem, "When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was
stirred, saying, "Who is this'"(Mt. 21:10). The great religious leaders
and the devout Temple goers of the holy city of Jerusalem did not
understand what was going on. Even though the Scriptures spoke of
this special time, God's people did not figure it out, The crowds told
them, "This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee"(Mt.
21:11), but they were confused. Even Pontius Pilate recognized
Jesus as King of the Jews when He said to them, “Behold, your
King”(Jn. 19:14). Psalm 2:4~6 says, “He who sits in the heavens
laughs, the Lord scoffs at them. Then He will speak to them in His
anger And terrify them in His fury, saying, ‘But as for Me, | have
installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain.'” King David prayed,
“May his name endure forever; May his name increase as long as
the sun shines; And let men bless themselves by him; Let all
nations call him blessed. Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel,
who alone works wonders. And blessed be His glorious name
forever; And may the whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen, and
Amen.""(Ps. 72:17~19).

My dear friend, you say that you believe in Jesus Christ, but do
you really? The crowds that followed Jesus into Jerusalem wanted
salvation from the oppression of Rome, not the spiritual salvation
that Christ offered. Do you look to Jesus for earthly success? The
city people were looking for a political congueror, not a king riding on
a donkey. Do you really understand Jesus’ humbleness? Zechariah's
prophecy was true and accurate on Palm Sunday. God warned His
people of the Messiah’s coming, but they did not understand
because their spiritual eyes were blinded by pride. Instead of
believing God's Word and praising Him for His love, they all gathered
together to have Him crucified. Four days after He walked into
Jerusalem as King, He was crucified. God's Werd is still happening!
Today is Palm Sunday. Do you accept Jesus Christ as your King? Are
you really serious about welcoming Him into your life? Please drop
your pride and open your heart to hear God's Word, so that His
grace can enter your soul forever. Amen. |
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