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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

- THE LAST SUPPER

““When the hour had come, He reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him. "“And He said to them,
“I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; - "*And when He had taken some
bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of Me.” “”And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying,

“This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.”
(Luke 22:14~20)

e are starting this first Sunday of Lent season in
Wremembrance of Jesus' Last Supper. At His Last
Supper, Jesus told His disciples, “| have earnestly desired to
eat this Passover with you before | suffer; for | say to you, |
shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of
God"(Lk. 22:15~16). Jesus made it clear that His Last
Supper was a very serious and special time. For Him, it was
a time of joy and sorrow: joy for the immense love,
abundant life, and eternal promise to come, and sorrow for
the cruel betrayal, intense suffering, and temporary death to
come. Indeed, this amazing Last Supper was the most
contradictory table, but through it Jesus revealed God's
salvation plan. Who could have imagined that this simple
affair would have such far reaching and extraordinary
blessings?

At His Last Supper, Jesus reiterated to His disciples that
He would not have this supper again until the kingdom of
God comes, “for | say to you, | will not drink of the fruit of
the vine from now on until the kingdom of ‘God comes”(Lk.
22:18). Matthew 26:29 gives us a little more detail to His
meaning, "But | say to you, | will not drink of this fruit of the
vine from now on until that day when | drink it new with you
in My Father's kingdom.” The attention is directed toward
the disciple's eventual reunion with Jesus in heaven. Jesus
is going to wait until heaven is fully established to share this
meaningful supper with us. He is going to delay His joy and
fellowship with us until’all God's people can partake. Until
that time, He will go without but He specifically asks that
we continue to participate.

At His Last Supper, after He had taken some bread and
given thanks, Jesus said, “This is My body which is given
for you; do this in remembrance of Me"(Lk. 22:19). Jesus
wants us to remember Him by His Last Supper. When we
take the bread, we are to remember that Jesus gave us His
body. He sacrificed His holy body for you because He truly
loves you. This is simply the most beautiful thing to receive.
As you receive the bread today, please remember Jesus’
loving sacrifice. He died to save you from eternal death. He
died so that you can have an abundant life filled with God'’s

peace, joy and great love forever. Jesus obeyed His Father's
will and He asks for you to now obey His.

At His Last Supper, in the same way as Jesus took the
bread, He also took the cup after they had eaten, saying,
“This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant
in My bloed”(Lk. 22:20). Jesus wants us to remember that
His blood established a new covenant between God and
you. His blood poured out of His body in death, so that your
sins could be forgiven. This is simply the greatest kind of
love to receive. John 13:1 tells us, "Now before the Feast of
the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that
He would depart out of this world to the Father, having
loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the
end.” On the cross, Jesus displayed the fullest extent of His
love. Even though so many betrayed, cursed, and hated
Him, “for | was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; |
was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; | was a
stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did
not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me,”
He still loved(Mt. 25:42~43). Jesus still loves you, and He
will be with you until the end of this earth, "and lo, | am
with you always, even to the end of the age”(Mt. 28:20). As
you receive the cup today, please remember Jesus'
sacrifice.

After His Last Supper, just eighteen hours later, Jesus
died. During that time, He was beaten, cursed, and finally
crucified. The whole world should remember His Last
Supper, His sacrifice, His love, but they do not. Even Jesus'
disciples didn’t realize at the time the gravity of their last
meal with Jesus. Do you understand the importance of this
affair? Jesus became the Passover food for billions and
billions of people. His love gives us encouragement to
persevere until our end, “For the love of Christ controls us,
having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all
died”(2Cor. 5:14). All believers are regarded by God as
having died in Christ, so that they may be able to live to
please Him. Let's come together now and remember Jesus’
body and blood. Let's join in the meaning of His Last Supper,
so that we can enjoy it with Him in heaven. Amen. 4
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