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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

WHAT ARE YOU DOING HERE?

@ Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with
the sword. - Then he came there to a cave, and lodged there; and behold, the word of the
Lord came to him, and He said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

(I Kings 19:1~9)

As Christians, we all know how great the prophet Elijah is;
even the New Testament revealed the magnitude of his
significance as Peter, James, and John witnessed his appearing
at Jesus' Transfiguration, "Elijah appeared to them along with
Moses; and they were talking with Jesus”(Mk. 9:4). During his
earthly life, not only did the word of the Lord come to him, but
the Lord God made his word wondrously powerful. Elijah told
Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel lives, before whom |
stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years,
except by my word"(1 Kgs. 17:1). When the drought became
severe, God provided a miracle everyday to feed him (1 Kgs.
17:9), and when God instructed Elijah to show himself again to
Ahab, Elijah created a revival by demonstrating God's power
over the popular gods of 850 false prophets, whom he killed
thereafter. In front of all Israel, Elijah prayed, “Answer me, O
Lord, answer me, that this people may know that You, O Lord,
are God, and that You have turned their heart back again”(1 Kgs.
18:37). Everyone saw the fire of God come down from heaven,
and they all fell on their faces to acknowledge that the Lord God
is truly God

All his life, Elijah worked for God and His people. He was a
faithful and obedient servant that God used for mighty works.
When Jezebel threatened to kill him, he became despondent,
and ran away in fear for his life. In hiding, God came to this great
prophet and said, "What are you doing here, Elijah"(v. 9). Elijah
made the crucial mistake of trusting and not denying himself.
My dear friend, if you do not deny yourself, you will experience
failure, no matter how strongly God has used you in the past.
Pride takes down everyone without exception!

Even though Elijah’s faith weakened, God still cared for him.
As he ran away from his troubles and hid himself in the
wilderness, he became depressed, sad, and overwhelmed by
life’s circumstances. Exhausted from running, he sat under a
juniper tree in the wilderness and requested for himself that he
might die, "It is enough; now, O Lord, take my life, for | am not
better than my fathers”(v. 4). He wanted to quit. He became
angry because he forgot God's victories. He experienced fear
and loneliness because he forgot God's winnings. He lost the
meaning of life and wanted to commit suicide because he forgot
about God's love. Even in his confusion, God cared for him and
sent an angel to visit him twice. What is interesting is that if he
had truly wanted to give up then he would not have fled, so he
was seeking after something, but something with no meaning.
Have you ever had this feeling? Has your life in Christ ever

reached a point where one little thing, in the scope of all the
good things Jesus has done for you, brought you into despair?
Yet, you are here now because God still cared for you.

As God cared for Elijah physically, like a patient in & hospital,
He also touched him spiritually. His angel fed and encouraged
Elijah to arise and eat because God wanted to see him (vv. 5-7).
When God met him, He asked him, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?"” When God meets with you in this way, He asks, "What
are you doing here?” Did you forget that God has been with you
all your life? Do you not remember that He has accepted and
answered your prayers, and used you as His tool for holy things?
Elijah proclaimed and demonstrated the power of God's name;
He changed the hearts of Israel, and cleaned up the bad
religious ideas. Now, he is depressed after winning so many
battles? What is he doing? The Lord God asked, “What are you
doing here, Elijah?"” He started backsliding because he turned to
the world. He looked at Jezebel, not the Lord. He was proud of
his past history only, but God still called to him. Why should you,
a Christian, ever lose the meaning of your life? If you are
depressed right now, and struggling over worldly issues, please
open your ears, so that you can hear God asking, "What are you
doing here?”

God commanded Elijah, “Go, return on your way to the
wilderness of Damascus, and when you have arrived, you shall
anoint Hazael king over Aram; and Jehu the son of Nimshi you
shall anoint king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of
Abei-meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place”(1 Kgs.
19:16&16). God met Elijah on His holy mountain two times, and
both times He asked him the same question, but the second
time His words were quite soft and gentle, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?"(vv. 9 & 13). His encouragement came with
responsibility.

My dear friend, God wants to meet with you when you are
depressed or in despair. He wants to see you wherever that
place may be, because He wants to give you encouragement
and responsibility. Listen to His voice. He is asking you, “What
are you doing here?” You should feel bad because you forgot
God and remembered the enemy, but God still loves you deeply.
Peter also let his eyes see only the threats of Pontius Pilate, and
he denied Jesus three times. The Lord asked him, "What are
you doing here, Peter?” Please, give up your will, take your
cross, and listen to Jesus’ voice. Practice your faith! Only trust in
God with all your heart, and you will win all your life. Amen. 4
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