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Sermon for Next Sunda

THE HOPE OF A BELIEVER

@See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God;
and such we are For this reason the world does not know us,
because it did not know Him. ®Beloved, now we are children of God,
and it has not appeared as yet what we will be We know that when He appears,
we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
“And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
(1 John 3:1~3)

his letter describes the richest life that a believer obtains

here and now through their hope in Christ. Today's verses
highlight who we are, what we shall be, and what we should
be. Knowing these things is the hope of a believer.

God'’s love is amazing and wonderful, “See how great a love
the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called
children of God; and such we are”(1 Jn 3:1). John, the beloved
disciple of Jesus, wrote these words. He experienced God's
love firsthand by living with Christ for three and a half years
during His earthly ministry. He witnessed Jesus’ life, death,
resurrection, and ascension. His understanding of Ged's love
was profound, so much so that he was able to summarize the

gospel message in one sentence, "For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life“(Jn.
3:16). At Jesus’ last meal, John saw Jesus wash His disciples’
feet and heard Him say, “You call Me Teacher and Lord; and

you are right, for so | am. If | then, the Lord and the Teacher,
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them” (Jn.
13:13~14,17). At the cross, John saw Jesus die and heard
Him tell His mother to behold John as her own son and John
to behold His mother as his own (Jn. 19:26~27). He heard
Jesus' last words of, “I am thirsty,” and “It is finished” (Jn.
19:28~30)! God's love toward us is expressed so deeply
through John's writing. Do you grasp the greatness of God's
love in your becoming His child?

God's children must appreciate and give thanks to God for
His great love. John explains, “For this reason the world does
not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we
are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we
will be”(1 Jn 3:1~2). John was a fisherman who became
God's son. This earth cannot understand this reality, and even
we do not know the exact details of what we will be in the
future. We do know that in becoming a child of God the world
we live in now hates us, "If the world hates you, you know
that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the
world, the world would love its own; but because you are not
of the world, but | chose you out of the world, because of this

the world hates you"(Jn. 15:18~19). Believers need to be
ready for persecution. Their earthly future is not about money,
fame, and happiness, but about battles. Do you realize that
when you become a child of God you will endure the pain of
attacks? Are you ready for that? The Holy Spirit is within you
to help. John says, “When the Helper comes, whom | will
send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who
proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, and you -
will testify also, because you have been with Me from the
beginning”(Jn. 15:26~27). If you accept Jesus Christ and
become God's child then you should appreciate His love no
matter what happens.

God's children will be like Jesus when He appears, “We
know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we
will see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope
fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure”(1 Jn 3:2~3).
John had a difficult life, just as we have hard times in failure
and sin. We must deny ourselves and confess our sins to
Jesus so that we can be restored, "If we say that we have no
sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”(1 Jn.
1:8~9). Living in the battlefield requires us to confess our sins
everyday. Everything will change when the trumpet sounds
and Jesus comes, “Behold, | tell you a mystery; we will not all
sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will
be changed”(1 Cor. 15:51~52). We will become just like Jesus
is and we will see Him just as He is. This will be an amazing
transformation.

My dear friends, John understood God's tremendous love
and that Jesus is the Son of God, whom believers will be like.
He also understood that true believers of Christ will have trials
and tribulations. In fact, they will be hated and persecuted
because of Christ. However we, like John, have the greatest
of causes to be joyful and hopeful because in the end we will
be like our Lord. Isn't such an understanding the purest of
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