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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

LORD'S SUPPER & REVIVAL

@ For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night
in which He was betrayed took bread; **and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said,

“This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” +==++

“DBut if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. "’But when we are judged,
we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world.
(1 Corinthians 11:23~32)

ow fitting to view the Lord's Supper and revival together!

Actually, every time we take Communion it should bring
about a revival within us, calling us back to our first love. For it
is a special time of new dedication, refreshing our thoughts
concerning our relationship with Jesus Christ. Let's review our
expressions of the Lord’s Supper.

The Lord's Supper is a time for looking backward. Paul
reminds us, “For | received fram the Lord that which | also
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He
was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in
remembrance of Me." In the same way He took the cup also
after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood;
do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."” (wv.
23~25) The body and blood of Jesus reflect His death, so we
need to look back at the cross in order to remember our Lord's
sacrifice. The message of the cross is personal and powerful. 1
Corinthians 1:18 says, “For the word of the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God."” Jesus died for our sins. Is His cross foolish
or precious to you? What does His death really mean to you?
His last words before death were "It is finished.”(Jn. 19:30)
The price for our redemption from sin was paid in full by our
Lord’s death on the cross. His death made eternal life available
for all who believe in Him.

The Lord's Supper is a time for looking inward. Paul says,
“Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the
Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the
blood of the Lord. But a man must examine himself, and in so
doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who
eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does
not judge the body rightly. For this reason many among you are
weak and sick, and a number sleep. But if we judged ourselves

rightly, we would not be judged. But when we are judged, we
are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned
along with the world."”(vv. 27~32) The Corinthian church was
taking the Lord's Supper lightly, not sincerely, and as a
consequence some of its member were sick or had died. At
this Holy Communion service we have to search our hearts
truthfully, so that we can avoid chastening., When you search
your heart you discover the problems or barriers, and then you
confess that to the Lord so that it can be knocked down.

The Lord’s Supper is a time for looking outward, “For as often
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until He comes.”(v. 26) Proclaiming Jesus is what the
Christian life is all about. The call to sinners is to see the gospel
in the symbols of Christ's death. After Jesus took the cross, His
disciples went out on His command to preach the good news
to others, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the
remotest part of the earth.”(Acts 1:8) Evangelism followed the
cross, so that now every Communion should send us out to
reach the lost.

The Lord's Supper is a time for looking upward until Jesus'
coming. He promises us a great reunion in heaven, “But | say
to you, | will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until
that day when | drink it new with you in My Father's
kingdom."(Mt. 26:29) Do you believe it? Are you excited about
it? We have such a beautiful hope until His return. The very
best of futures awaits all who place their faith in Jesus.

My dear friends, if you can remember the cross of Christ,
recognize your sin, share the gospel, and wait for christ’s return
with great expectation, then you have fellowship in the family
of God. Is not that exciting? Does not that qualify as a true
revival? How will this Communion change your life today? 4
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