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Sermon for next week

ISRAEL'S MISTAKES

“---Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness.
Now these things happened as examples for us, that we should not crave evil things,
as they also craved. And do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written,
“THE PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY. ---"(1 Corinthians 10:1~13)

n today's Bible passage, we find a great doctrine that all Christians

need to learn, practice, and teach. Sadly, most Christians don't
even know it, yet alone live it because they read the Bible for their
own earthly benefit. The results are tragic. Too many believers and
churches are striving for worldly blessings. They sincerely think that
the word of God is about earthly security. It's notl The Bible is about
Christ. It provides the spiritual information you need to place God at
the center of your existence. Is God first in your life? Do you fruly
believe in Jesus Christ more than in yourself? I want you to think
about these questions as we carefully examine Paul's exhortation to
the Corinthian church not to desire evil things as the Isrelites did in
the wilderness. :

In the wilderness, the Israelites had it all: the presence of God,
Moses in the image of Christ, manna from heaven, water in the desert,
destruction of their enemy, and safe passage through the Red Sea.
Indeed, the Lord God provided everything for their salvation. They
lacked nothing! Yet, with most of them God was not well pleased, for
they died in the wilderness. Without doubt, they made some big
mistakes. Many Christians toeday behave in similar fashion to the
Israelites in the wilderness. They listen to Christ, and even believe
they are practicing their faith. However, the reality is that they don't
have real faith. There's a big difference between real faith and faith
in earthly things. 1 Corinthians 10:1~13 not enly points out the
difference, but explains the problem.

Every Israelite received God's blessing. They "were all under the
cloud and all passed through the sea; and all were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea; and all ate the same spiritual food; and all
drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual
rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ”(vv. 1~4), God led
these people in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night,
never taking it away(see Ex. 13:21422). What a blessing! Can you
imagine the visible presence of God before you, as He leads you fo
eternal life? He led them from slavery, sinfulness, and all the chains
of this earthly life safely through the Red Sea (see Ex. 14:29430).
Their crossing through the water symbolized the cleansing of their
sins, the beginning of their becoming God's children. Remember, all
passed through. Also, they had Moses before them in the image of
Christ, leading them to the Promised land. Just think about God's
leading, baptizing, and giving them a spiritual leader. They were
headed exactly in the right direction. Not only that, but God provided
for their daily spiritual foed. They ate manna and drank from the rock
of Christ.

The Israelites wanted their own selfish desires. Some practiced
idolatry, some acted immorally, some tried the Lord, and still others
grumbled against Him(vv. 7~10). God was very angry about this. He
repeatedly asked them fo return to Him, so that He could return to
them (see Zech. 1:2&3). Paul warns us not to do as they did. He wants
us to learn from our ancestors mistakes, so that we will not perish.
We are not to follow in their paths. This is important. A lot of
believers make mistakes, which is dangerous. Even though they

believe they are following Christ, like the Israelites followed God,
they end up with bad results. All, save Joshua and Caleb, died in the
desert. Obviously, this is a serious matter.

The Bible tells us, "worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of
riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word,
and it becomes unfruitful” (Mk. 4:19). This is exactly what happened
to the Israelites. They weren't sure God was all-powerful; they
wanted a golden calf. They weren't satisfied with manna; they wanted
Egyptian feod. They weren't happy about their circumstances; they
spoke against God and Moses. They complained about the judgment on
the rebels led by Korah; they blamed Moses and Aaron. Again and
again their lives didn't reflect God's glory. Before we became God's
children, we were dead in our trespasses and sin, we “formerly walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of
disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our
flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, even as the rest” (Eph. 2:243).

Placing your desire for earthly things above your desire for
heavenly things is idolatry. How often do you practice this?
Worshipping anyone or anything above God is an immoral act. How
often do you do this? Speaking against God and His servants tests the
Lord. How often do you try the Lord? Complaining about your life's
circumstances is grumbling. How often do you grumble? My friend, do
you love this life and the things in it more than you love God? Are you
following a path different from the one He has given you? "Or do you
not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do
you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?" (1 Cor.
6:9415). The Israelites thought, "God you do everything, so why not
do this and that for us." Are you, too, smarter than God?

We are living in the end times. Jesus is coming soon. Paul warns us,
“Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not
fall" (v. 12). Are you listening? Christians believe in Jesus Christ.
They believe in Jesus more than they believe in themselves. They
place all their trust and hope in Him alone. He says, "Behold, I have
given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all
the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you, Nevertheless do
not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that
your names are recorded in heaven” (Lk. 10:19420). Amen.

“No temptation has overfaken you but such as is common to man;
and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what
you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape
also, so that you will be able to endure it" (v. 13). My friends, flee
from evil. Don't lust after the things of this world, like the Israelites
did. Don't become diverted by the here and now. God knows your
every need. Set your heart on heavenly things. Deny yourself, which
is the opposite of self-indulgence. Take your cross, which means
finding joy and peace in the life God has destined for you. Follow
Jesus! b
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