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Sermon for Next Sunda

THE TABLE OF BOAZ

At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here, that you may eat of the bread
and dip your piece of bread in the vinegar.” So she sat beside the reapers;
and he served her roasted grain,
and she ate and was satisfied and had some left.

(Ruth

oday is the first Sunday of the New Year 2011. As
T many of you are aware, our church partakes in the
Lord’s Table on the first Sunday of every other month. Even
though today’s sermon will talk about the table of Boaz, it is
Jesus Christ and His table that we will think about in
relation to Boaz. Boaz was a man of great wealth from the
family of Elimelech (Ruth 2:1). Elimelech’s lineage can be
traced back to Perez, a son of Judah (Ruth 4:18~22). Boaz is
mentioned in Christ's genealogy (Mt. 1:5). He is an ancestor
of Jesus Christ. He was a part of God's great salvation plan.
Boaz invited Ruth to his table. Ruth was a Moabite
woman, a Gentile widow. She married a young man who
had emigrated from Bethlehem to Moab (Ruth 1:2). When
her husband, his father, and his brother died inless than ten

years after arriving, she made the decision to stay with her

mother-in-law and not return to her mother and father's
home. Her mother-in-law had lost everything and was
returning to her homeland of Judah. She told her mother-in-
law, Naomi, who urged her to return to her mother, “Do not
urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for
where you go, | will go, and where you lodge, | will lodge.
Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God.
Where you die, | will die, and there | will be buried, Thus
may the Lord do to me, and worse, if anything but death
parts you and me"”{Ruth 1:16~17). Unlike her sisterin-law,
Orpah, she stayed with her mother-in-law. This lovely
woman Ruth got Israel’'s God because of her decision. Soon
after arriving in Bethlehem, Ruth went to work gleaning
other's fields for food. In the providence of God, she
happened to glean on a portion of a field that belonged to
Boaz (Ruth 2:3). When Boaz found out about her he asked
her not to go into other fields but to glean from his only. He
promised to protect and provide for her (Ruth 2:9). At
mealtime that day he said to her, “Come here, that you may
eat of the bread and dip your piece of bread in the
vinegar”(Ruth 2:14). Boaz invited a poor woman to a simple
meal of bread and wine.

2:14)

Jesus now invites you to His table. Over one thousand
years before, His ancestor, Boaz made a simple meal for a
person in need, and soon after married that person. Jesus
came to this earth for the lost. He came to bring peace,
“Peace | leave with you; My peace | give to you; not as the
waorld gives do | give to you. Do not let your heart be
troubled, nor let it be fearful”(Jn. 14:27). Jesus loves you.
He died for you. He said, "Greater love has no one than
this, that one lay down his life for his friends. You are My
friends if you do what | command you"(Jn. 15:13~14).
Naomi brought a Moabite woman back home and that
simple act became part of saving the whole world. Isn't
God's ministry great? Ruth and Naomi were struggling for
survival, and God prepared for them to prosper and save
this world. Naomi thought God was against her. She
proclaimed, “for the hand of the Lord has gone forth against
me”(Ruth 1:13). She told her neighbors, "I went out full,
but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why do you call
me Naomi, since the Lord has witnessed against me and
the Almighty has afflicted me?”(Ruth 1:21). Naomi was
wrong! God loved her. Her grandson, Obed, the son born to
Ruth and Boaz became the grandfather of David and a
relative of Jesus Christ. Jesus told His disciples when He
had broken and given them some bread, and given thanks
at His Table, "This is My body which is given for you; do
this in remembrance of Me"(Lk. 22:19). "And in the same
way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, 'This cup
which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My
blood""(Lk. 22:20). Jesus invites you today to come to His
Table.

My dear friends, God's work is always wonderfull Ruth
and Boaz sat at a small table with bread and wine, not
knowing that a thousand years later one of their offspring
would become the Lord and institute the Lord’'s Table for
every believer to partake in. Please come to the Lord’s Table
today and take the bread and cup in remembrance of Jesus
Christ. Amen. |
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