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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

PENTECOST

'When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. ?And suddenly there came
Jrom heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.
%And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of
them. “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues,
as the Spirit was giving them utterance. (Acts 2:1~4)

Tadav‘s Bible verse, if you really think about it, if it actually happened to
you, is truly amazing. It is an event that we refer to as Pentecost. This
particular Day of Pentecost marked the beginning of the church. Prior to
this special day, Pentecost represented the Jewish Feast of Weeks. [t
was the fourth of the annual feasts of the Jews, after Passover,
Unleavened Bread, and First Fruits, and came fifty (50) days after First
Fruits. It celebrated the wheat harvest.(Ex. 34:22) It was a glorious day of
thanksgiving that God commanded His people to observe.(Deut. 16:12)
Whereas Jewish believers gathered their first fruits of the wheat harvest,
Christian believers, for the very first time, received their first fruits from
the Holy Spirit. On the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came down and
gave Christians freedom from sin, death, and hell, “Now the Lord is the
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”(2 Cor. 3:17) A
new beginning took hold and people of grace were freed. John 16:8-11
says of the Holy Spirit, "And He, when He comes, will convict the world
congcerning sin and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin because
they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because | go to
the Father and you no longer see Me; and concerning judgment, because
the ruler of this world has been judged.” This was the Pentecost
blessing, first fruit of the Haly Spirit for believers in Jesus Christ. The
spiritual significance of God's Old Testament and New Testament works
shined together on this very special Pentecost Day.

What exactly happened at this feast of Pentecost? Acts 2:2 says, “And
suddenly there came frem heaven a noise like a vielent rushing wind, and
it filled the whole house where they were sitting.” The word “suddenly”
is used to describe the start of this event, but it was not actually sudden
in spiritual time. God's people had no preparation time, no plan, but
“suddenly” the Holy Spirit came from heaven. From a heavenly
perspective, everything cccurred exactly in God's time and exactly God's
way. There was nothing sudden, but from a human perspective things
appeared to happen right away. God chose the place, the upper room in
Mark's home, and He chose the group of people who were there in faith
to start His church, the body of Christ. Ged's biggest works come in small
things, not the glamorous, huge, and popular things.

In the church, the Holy Spirit works mysteriously. He does nat reveal
His time, place, or methods. He handles God's plans, and God's people
see the afterward resuits, never the beforehand arrangements. Recently
in our church, some pastors, elders, and board of directors want to
control, analyze, and make certain objectives and systems. Indeed,
human nature pulls people to want to know everything ahead of time, and
the problems arise when good people with good intentions start asking
questions like, how is God going to lead us, how is God going to do this
and that. There is no faith! Adam and Eve knew which tree not to eat
from because God told them. They knew and that was the problem. If
people do not know, and really rely on God's hands, then things go
smoothly. In other words, we cannot understand God through our culture
and language but through His Spirit we can spiritually let God handle
everything in His time and place. God wants to move, He want to control,
we just need to let Him, God wants to touch our lives, and the Holy Spirit
wants us to rely on Him.

Too many church people want to know “what's up” with God, meaning
they want to know what He is doing and why. This mindset leads them

quietly away from Jesus Christ and toward their own desires and ways. A
systematic church community tries to make perfect systems their way.
Such human organizations hold the Bible in one hand and in the other
hand hold their own rules and methods. They try to put their hands
together in unity, so that everyone will be happy. They go with what is
popular and their biggest concern is success. Unfortunately, this system
leads away from the cross. Romans 8:26&27 reminds us, “In the same
way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray
as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too
deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of
the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God." When you rely on the Holy Spirit, He will lead you every time. If
this church relies on the Holy Spirit, God will definitely move, but if this
church tries to run things by the Board of Directors, senior pastor, elders,
or whoever, then you might see success with human eyes but |
guarantee you that this church will be spiritually dead.

| love the rushing wind, the transformation of speech, and human
beings talking to others in languages they never learned to speak. You
and | know that no one can learn to fluently speak a foreign language in
one day, yet alone in one moment, but suddenly men and women began
talking to the world. God's people from all over the world gathered in
Jerusalem for Pentecost. The Holy Spirit used 120 of them to touch all
the others, “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance. ”(v. 4)
The 120 knew the word of God and the Holy Spirit touched them first. I'm
telling you my friend that this is no accident. This is the birth of the body
of Christ. This is a real picture of an absolutely wonderful harvest feast.
The temple bell rang for the feast of the Old Testament, the first fruits of
the harvest, and opened its gates. Then God rang His bell of salvation.
Forget the past, new things have come. The ring of salvation came and
will continue until Christ’s return. Grace upon grace is here for those who
wish to receive it. It is available for every individual, like you and |,
because the Holy Spirit brings us new life. The grace of God has no
limitation.

Right before He ascended, Jesus told His disciples, “for John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now."”(Acts 1:5) He also told them, “It is not for you to know times
or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; but you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even
to the remotest part of the earth.”(Acts 1:7&8} On the Day of Pentecost,
this became history. The new church began, and it reached from them to
you and me here today. With the Holy Spirit we have new life. Those who
hear the gospel preached with the power of the Holy Spirit are pierced to
the heart.(Acts 2:37) They are willing to give up their old self and seek
real truth.

My dear friend, do you have the Spirit of Pentecost in your heart? Acts
2:21 says, "And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved.” Are you saved? Is the Holy Spirit dwelling within
you? Are you happy and rejoicing with new life? If not, “Repent, and each
of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”(Acts 2:38)
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