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| Sermon for Next Week |

DISCIPLE OF JESUS CHRIST

“.. mAnd He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’
“And they immediately left the nets, and followed Him.-”
(Matthew 4:17~22)

At or around 30 years of age, Jesus was baptized by John in
the Jordan River (3:13), inaugurated by the Holy Spirit
(3:16), and led up by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil
(4:1=11). Immediately afterward, “From that time”. He began
His ministry and proclaimed God's message, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand"(v. 17). At the same time His
ministry started, He called His disciplesivv. 18~22). He said to
them, “Follow Me, and | will make you fishers of men”(v. 19).
He called them not for His personal benefit, like to clean after
or serve Him food, but only to make them fishers of men. He
called them to follow and obey His Word. He called them to
His ministry.

As the Son of God, Jesus came to this earth to do God's will,
and His disciples, in doing God's will, became children of God.
They became children of God because they chose to become
disciples of Jesus Christ. When Jesus called His disciples, He
did not call them based upon their qualifications. When we
choose people for big ministry jobs, often times, we look at
their religious, educational, and family backgrounds. We want
someone who not only loaks good on paper, but also in person.
We look for someone who has a dynamic personality, and is a
good speaker. We want the best human conditions. Jesus
walked along the Sea of Galilee and called a bunch of ordinary
people to become His disciples. They were just common
people, doing their regular everyday work. He did not interview
them; He just called them. This is the grace of God.

Jesus called, “Follow Me.” He gave the order, but it was up
to the individual to respond. Jesus does not make you follow
Him. You have to decide and act. Many people, when called,
say they need time to think about it. Jesus' disciples
immediately separated themselves from their focal points and
followed Him. Christians need to focus on His order. If we do
not leave our focal points, we cannot follow Him. As a
Christian, you do not belong to yourself; you absolutely belong
to Christ. His life and His plan have to be your life and your
plan. We have to abide in Him and listen to the Holy Spirit's
voice. If we separate ourselves from Jesus, we cannot hear the
Holy Spirit's words. The closer in communion we are with
Jesus, the more powerful our Spirit becomes, In His power, we
can fulfill His order, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son
and the Holy Spirit”(Mt. 28:19). He teaches us everything we
need to know, “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for
| am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls,” and He promises to be with us always, “even to the
end of the age”(Mt. 11:29; 28:20). If you follow Him, you will
be His disciple. His love will guide you all the way to heaven,

not by your will, but by faith.

Jesus also said, "I will make you”. Here is something He
does. Follewing Jesus involves effort on our part, but becoming
His disciple requires effort on His part. We cannot make
ourselves His disciples. We have to be made by Him. We have
1o be changed, converted, by Him. Only He has the power to
do this. Many people think that a good Christian education or
training program will make someone a disciple. This is not true.
The Creator's hand, Jesus Christ, makes Christians and leads
them by His indwelling Spirit.

Jesus clarified that He would make His disciples “fishers of
men". The result of following Jesus and He changing you is
that you become a fisher of men. Many Christians say they are
born again, followers of Christ, but what do they do? They get
involved in church activities, but they do not share the gospel
with others. They never become fishers of men. People who
save souls are like fishers of the sea. Fishermen depend upon
the sea. Their character is diligent, intelligent, preserving, and
watchful. They work night and day, and they work hard. They
are self-denying, daring, and not afraid of the dangers of the
sea. They are always successful, always catching fish.

My dear friends let me ask you, do you really love the souls of
others? Do you think that just one soul is more important than
anything else is on this earth? Does your heart have the desire
to keep watch and catch the poor souls that God sends your
way? Are you really a disciple made by Jesus' hand? Your
leadership does not come from birth, but comes from God
when you decide to follow Jesus Christ. You cannot make or
train yourself to become a fisher of men. Only Jesus can make
you His disciple. Today’s short statement by Jesus, “Follow
Me, and | will make you fishers of men,” has such important
meaning. | hope you grasp its significance, for truly it is a
wonderful privilege to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. Those who
follow Him are children of God, specially made by the Creator's
hand. Are you excited about following Jesus? Be humble. Start
moving. Jesus will help you share the gospel. He will make
you a fisher of men.

As we start this year of our Lord, 2004, | want you to be a
disciple of Jesus Christ. He has called you. Now is the time for
you to follow Him wholeheartedly. You have to move, and then
leave it up to Him. Listen and let the Holy Spirit guide you. It
will end up that your heart will desire to catch lost souls. My
heart for this church is to have at least 7,000 people go on
short-term missions around the world. The boats are ready, the
opportunities are available, and all we need are fishers of
men. 4
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