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Jeremiah the prophet emphasized, through the images of God's most
beloved people of Israel being taken captive to Babylon, that the people of
God should always live the same life of holding on to the 'covenant'. Cele-
brating the 70th anniversary of the foundation of our church, this is a very
important message for us, who are determined to live the covenant-cen-
tered life, following the motto 'Holding on to the covenant, let's go into the
neighbors and the world. The covenant which is an important theme of
the Old Testament has undergone changes in its depth, width and height
owing to Jesus. As a result of Jesus, the covenant contained all the cove-
nants of the Old Testament, and became a much deeper and better 'new
covenant' Several aspects of the 'new covenant' are recorded in Jeremiah
29-32 which we are examining together. We will try to examine deeply the
lessons about the 'new covenant' recorded in the text at this time.

About the covenant

"Behold, I will gather them out of all countries where I have driven them in
My anger, in My fury, and in great wrath; I will bring them back to this place,
and I will cause them to dwell safely.'(v.37). Jeremiah, the prophet, who pro-
claimed the plan of God was not a disaster but a peace, and eventually, God's
people would return, says the people who are to return will dwell safely; be-
cause it is God's covenant. The Bible explains the covenant of God by refer-
ring to the relationship between king and his people. "They will be my people,
and I will be their God.'(v. 88). God who is the king protects His people(Pro-
tection), provides them(Provision), and plans for them(Plan). However, if only
when God gives us something good, good relationship with Him is main-
tained, it cannot be said to be a desirable relationship. It is a good relationship
and a life of taking hold of the covenant to be pleased with God and to trust in
God even in the difficult situations. "I will give them singleness of heart and
action, so that they will always fear me and that all will then go well for them
and for their children after them"(v.39). The covenant which is the relation-
ship with God is often needed to be verified, and 'the fear of God' becomes its
norm. The appearance of the life of fearing God' is expressed concretely in
two criteria. First is obedience. It's because obedience is derived from the fear
of God. We can obey God through being pleased with the will of God and lov-
ing God. Obedience is different from blind obedience like being dragged by
force. Another thing is connected to 'righteousness. 'Righteousness' is the con-
dition through which we can be near to God. It's because God is 'righteous-
ness' and the standard by which God will judge us is righteousness. Therefore,
the people of God should live practicing 'righteousness' in the world.

Though God gave us the concrete norm like these for verifying the rela-
tionship with God, it is not an easy task to pass the verification. Most of people
appeared in the Old Testament also failed to reach this standard. Among
them, the appearance of the people of Israel who were taken captive by Baby-
lon was the most decisive event that shows that humans cannot keep the cov-
enant relationship with God for themselves. That's the reason that Jeremiah
repeatedly emphasized 'the covenant' by saying "The covenant cannot be ob-
served by the previous method. God will give a new method." "I will make an
everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop doing good to them, and I
will inspire them to fear me, so that they will never turn away from me."(v.40).
When facing the troubles in life, even a believer often feels discouraged in
whether God left him. However, God clearly promised I will not leave you.
This promise is said to be the 'everlasting covenant. Jeremiah 31:33 says more
concretely, “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after
that time,” declares the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on
their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people." It means the 'new
covenant' is the permanently unbreakable covenant' unlike the previous cove-

Sermon in English Translation

Eventually,

The New Covenant Would Remain
(Jeremiah 32:37-42)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

nant which could be broken. Because the new covenant is a covenant record-
ed on the heart, it is the promise which is eternal and unchangeable. The
word 'to write it on their hearts' means God will control our minds. Let the
Holy Spirit dwelling in us purify our hearts so that we can continuously go
forward to God. That's why Jesus should be the first priority in our lives. We
should keep the covenant not by our own ability and power but by the grace

of giving our minds the unbreakable covenant through Jesus.

The way how the covenant was put in the heart.

The first half of 1 Peter 3:15 says "But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord."
When Jesus Christ becomes our master, we become holy. Through the pro-
cess of becoming holy like this, Jesus controls our hearts. That is, when the
covenant is written on our hearts, we become holy by adopting Christ as the
Lord, and the covenant works within us as words of the Old Testament do. At
this time, you can experience the change of renewing your mind as men-
tioned in the word: "Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and ap-
prove what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will"(Rom 12:2). Of
course, those who are outside of the faith can also renew their minds. When
something good happens, or when you come back from journey, you can ex-
perience the refreshed feeling. You can have the feeling of healing from the
worldly chores. But what is said in Romans 12:2, 'renewing of your mind'
means building the 'new covenant' relationship. When Jesus dwells within us
so that the new covenant is operated, the covenant is recorded in our minds
as Jeremiah 31:33 said. Like the word of verse 40 of the text, we do not come
to leave God when the fear of God sprouts in our hearts so that we fear God.
hope that for this, holding on to the 'new covenant' which renews your minds
everyday, you would become the believers who practice the word of Romans
12:2 in your lives.

The 'new covenant' is the relationship between God recorded on the heart,
and the word, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength." is the appearance of obeying God through
fearing Him. Here, Jesus added a word 'with all your soul “I will rejoice in do-
ing them good and will assuredly plant them in this land with all my heart
and soul”(v.41). However, the prophet Jeremiah says that we are not the only
ones who should do with all our heart, with all our soul. It means that God
first took care of and nurtured His people with all His heart, all His soul in or-
der to plant them on this earth. To serve God with all our heart and with all
our soul and with all our mind is nothing more than our response to God.
How can't we thank God for having done first with all His heart and soul. God
did not leave the people of Israel who were taken captive to Babylon alone.
God moved the Israelites who were uprooted and taken to foreign land, and
planted them to the best soil, God nurtured them with all His heart and with
all His soul. The covenant of God was also planted  in our hearts as the same
images. This is the image of believers who take hold of the 'new covenant. I
bless in the name of the Lord that believing it is the life of the believers to re-
new your minds everyday, put Jesus as the Lord in your minds and live a holy
life, you live that life.
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