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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

IT IS WONDERFUL

"3 I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that often I have planned to come to you
(and have been prevented so far) so that I may obtain some fruit among you also,
even as among the rest of the Gentiles. "I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians,
both to the wise and to the foolish. *So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also
who are in Rome. ""For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. (Romans 1:13~16)

aul confessed something that very few people understood. As a

devout Jew, he called the Gentile people his brothers, “| do not
want you to be unaware, brethren, that often | have planned to come
to you (and have been prevented so far) so that | may obtain some
fruit among you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles”(Rom.
1:13). Due to their strict diet, traditions, and religious customs Jews
did not associate with Gentiles. It was a big no-no! Not only did Paul
consider the Gentiles his brothers but he was beholden to them, "I
am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the
wise and to the foolish”(Rom. 1:14). His heart held no prejudices
against people who were different from him. He truly wanted to
meet with the Romans because he loved them. How can someone
like Paul make such confessions? Isn’t it wonderful? Paul was in
debt to all people because he had received the gospel. He
discharged his debt by preaching the gospel. Jesus Christ was the
driving force in his life. He did not hold anything back, but instead
poured all his energies and invested all his time in reaching people
for Jesus Christ, “So, for my part, | am eager to preach the gospel to
you also who are in Rome"(Rom. 1:15). What was it that made
Paul's words and actions so wonderful?

Paul was not ashamed of the gospel, “For | am not ashamed of the
gospel---"(Rom. 1:18). The gospel is the good news that Jesus
Christ died and rose again to save sinners, “For | delivered to you as
of first importance what | also received, that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures”(1Cor. 15:3~4). All
Christians should share the gospel without shame. Unfortunately, in
today's world there are many believers who are ashamed of the
gospel. They are ashamed to tell others of Christ and His love. They
are ashamed to seize the opportunities given to them to witness.
Are you ashamed to share your faith with lost people? How can
anyone be ashamed of Jesus when He endured our shame on the
cross? Spend a moment and think about what makes you proud. s it
your family or educational background? Is it your job success or
material wealth? Is it your nationality? Are you proud of having Jesus
Christ in your life? Paul was a highly educated and prestigious man in
his community. He was a Roman citizen by birth and a Jewish
scholar by trade. He had a great background resume, but he threw
everything away for God because of the gospel.

Paul was amazed at the power of the gospel, “--for it is the power
of God for salvation---"(Rom. 1:16). The gospel saves souls from
eternal death, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord"(Rom. 6:23). The gospel offers
hope to lost sinners. It brings about new birth when it is received. It

makes all things new, not some, but all things new to believers,
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold, new things have come”(2Cor. 5:17). Do you
really believe it? If so, then your perspective on life is wonderful. If
not, then your life is filled with unhappiness all the time. The gospel
succeeds where human wisdom fails. The gospel is the dynamics of
God changing life and bringing eternal life, “For the word of the
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God“(1Cor. 1:18). The gospel is really
just amazing.

Paul was astonished at the availability of the gospel, “---for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek”(Rom. 1:16). Paul had once thought that salvation was meant
for Jews only. He placed a lot of pride in his heritage until he met
Jesus and changed, "More than that, | count all things to be loss in
view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but
rubbish so that | may gain Christ”(Phil. 3:8). Paul had persecuted
Christians, and because of this he considered himself the worst of
sinners, "It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom
| am foremost of all”(1Tim. 1:15). Can you believe a man who
preached Christ so wonderfully thought of himself as the worst of
sinners? The gospel illuminates the greatness of God and the
terribleness of sin. Paul was thrilled with the “whoever” invitation of
the gospel, “For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes in Him will
not be disappointed.” For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all
who call on Him; for whoever will call on the name of the Lord will
be saved”(Rom. 10:11~13). The good news brings salvation to
everyone who believes. This salvation is permanent and complete,
“Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to
God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for
them”(Heb. 7:25).

My dear friend, do you honestly think the gospel is wonderful or
does it mean little or nothing to you? Most Christians believe in
themselves more than they do the gospel. Most people think
making money is wonderful, not the cross. Paul truly understood
the deep meaning of the gospel and his life reflected his blessings
Does your life reveal your unashamedness of the gospel? Does it
show your amazement of its power? Does it still surprise you
concerning its ease of access and openness to so many? | hope it
does, sothat your words and actions will be wonderful to God.
Amen. d
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