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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

GO UP TO BETHEL AND SETTLE THERE

"“Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel, and live there, and make an altar there to God, who

appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau.” -

“So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods

which they had, and the rings which were in their ears, and Jacob hid them under the oak which was near
Shechem. PAs they journeyed, there was a great terror upon the cities which were around them,
and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob.(Genesis 35:1~5)

od knows everything about us! During Jaceb's whole life He never

forgot him, even though Jacob went his own way many times, Jacob
lied, tricked, and did numerous things for his own benefit, but God never
forgot him. God continually stayed with him. After he stole Esau’s blessing
by deceiving his father, he was forced to leave home to escape his brother's
wrath. During his flight from home to his Uncle Laban's home God promised
-Jacob at Bethel, “Behold, | am with you and will keep you wherever you go,
and will bring you back to this land; for | will not leave you until | have done
what | have promised you."(Gen. 28:15) For twenty years he lived and
worked for his Uncle Laban, who took advantage of him and his
situation.(Gen. 31:41~42) All through Jacob's difficulties Ged's hand was
with him.

After twenty years of the hard life, God called Jacob to return to Bethel.
(Gen. 31:3) Jacob left his uncle's homeland in a cowardly fashion, and when
his father-in-law pursued after him God protected him, "It is in my power to
do you harm, but the God of your father spoke to me last night, saying, '‘Be
careful not to speak either good or bad to Jacob.'"(Gen. 31:29) As he
approached his home, Jacob became scared of his brother Esau, "Deliver
me, | pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for | fear
him, that he will come and attack me and the mothers with the
children.”(Gen. 32:11) God helped Jacob and took away all his fears, He
even changed his name and blessed him, “Your name shall no longer be
Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God and with men and have
prevailed."(Gen. 32:28)

Jacob's faith wavered up and down through most of his life. God solved
his twenty years of hard life problem with the answer of returning to Bethel,
his hometown. Sadly, Jacob continued looking for his own peace and
enjoyment. He persisted on following his way for earthly value, even though
God was with him to help him. Instead of settling in Bethel, Jaceb tried to
live in Shechem, “Now Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which is
the land of Canaan, when he came from Paddan-aram, and camped before
the city. He bought the piece of land where he had pitched his tent from the
hand of the sons of Hamor, Shechem's father, for one hundred pieces of
money. Then he erected there an altar and called it EFElohe-Israel,” which
means a Mighty God is the God of Israel. (Gen. 33:18~20) Like Jacob's faith,
we always promise God certain things and then we forget. Jacob's daughter

was raped in Shechem, and her brothers took revenge by ruthlessly killing

all the males of Shechem.(Gen. 34:25) They deceived the men of Shechem
by using the Bible for their own benefit.(Gen. 34:13~18) Their human
method of justice placed Jacob in the worst position, “You have brought
trouble on me by making me odious among the inhabitants of the land,
among the Canaanites and the Perizzites; and my men being few in number,
they will gather together against me and attack me and | shall be destroyed,
| and my household.”(Gen. 34:30) Even so, God did not forget Jacob.
Jacob's worship of God was mostly insincere and he did not practice his
faith, but God still loved him. God did not throw him out because God's love
is amazing. Who can describe how much God loved Jacob? God is the
Father of Abraham, He is the Father of Isaac, and surely is the Father of
Jacob. In his darkest hour, God called to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and

live there, and make an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you
fled from your brother Esau."{v. 1) How did Jacob respond to this calling?
Without repentance, without dropping his pride, he cannot return. Jaceb told
his househeld and all who were with him, “Put away the foreign gods which
are among you, and purify yourselves and change your garments; and let us
arise and go up to Bethel, and | will make an altar there to God, who
answered me in the day of my distress and has been with me wherever |
have gone. "(vv. 2~3) Jacob totally repented. He finally noticed that God was
truly with him all the time.

My dear friend, if you do not truly and wholeheartedly repent then your
faith is not real. Both John the Baptist and Jesus preached, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand."(Mt. 3:2, 4:17) There are two worlds, this
world that the majority of residents think is the most valuable and makes
the most trouble and the real world, the one that God made for you and me
because Jesus came to this earth. The real kingdom is at hand because
Jesus takes away all our sins. He took the cross and died in order to open
heaven's gates for you and me. Without His blood we cannot enter the
kingdom of God. God chose Abraham and promised him and his
descendants, which includes Isaac, Jacob, and all believers the kingdom of
heaven. God showed Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who He is and He shows
us how close His kingdom really is.

When the Holy Spirit came down we finally got a taste of what heaven is
like. People all over the world can taste heaven through their faith in Jesus
Christ. They can actually feel the heaven of Ged. As Christians, we can feel
the closeness of heaven because of the Holy Spirit reigning in us, and we
can even taste in this life what heaven is going to be like, Sadly, too many
are more enthusiastic about earthly things than heavenly thipgs. Thankfully,
Jesus Christ calls us even when we forget His kingdom and are only
searching for earthly things. When we are in trouble He is always there. We
need to sincerely appreciate Jesus and thank Him for taking the cross,
sending us His Holy Spirit, and showing us the door to heaven.

There is just one condition to enter the gates of heaven and that is that
you must be righteous. In order to be righteous we must repent. Jesus asks
us to repent! If you hear His veice and only taste heaven but do not go
through the door, how stupid are you? Oh dear Holy Spirit, please touch us
and make us totally your children. Jacob did not go to Bethel alone, he
brought his whole household and all those around him. He threw out all the
earthly gods, cleaned his heart, and even changed his clothes. His family
went to Bethel and settled there and truly worshipped God, "So they gave
to Jacob all the foreign gods which they had and the rings which were in
their ears, and Jacob hid them under the oak which was near Shechem. As
they journeyed, there was a great terror upon the cities which were around
them, and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. " (vv. 4~5) Acts 16:31 says,
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
Oh Lord Jesus, me and my family and whoever is with me, let us repent
and then we can go to heaven together. God commanded Jacob to go up to
Bethel and settle there. We, t00, can go up to heaven and settle there
through faith. Strengthen our faith dear Lord and forgive us our sins.
Amen. d
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