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Turn BaCk (Jeremiah 18:11~12)

“So now then, speak to the men of Judah and against the inhabitants of Jerusalem saying
Thus says the Lord, Behold, I am fashioning calamity against you and devising a plan against you
Oh turn back, each of you from his evil way, and reform your ways and your deeds.’

Today's Bible verses contain a merciful call from God to
“each one of you”. The Creator God is beseeching
each one of His children to “turn back” from their evil way,
and change/correct their ways and actions. When you
consider how big a star is, this earth is not even bigger than
a piece of dust in comparison. Yet, God is calling you, who
are not even close to being the size of dust. His merciful
voice truly wants to reach your heart. Indeed, God is
merciful, but He is also just. Many forget that his judgment
comes down on each sinner like His mercy comes down on
each sinner.

Where there is change, there is hope. God's voice came
to each evil one of His people, but they didn’t accept it.
They told God, “It's hopeless! For we are going to follow our
own plans, and each of us will act according to the
stubbornness of his evil heart”. How sad to hear God’s
voice and not listen. Jesus did not come to be the minister
of sin, but the destroyer of it. Each one of us has our own
evil way about things. We have our own “Christian” method
of doing things. It's this great way of ours, this selfish and
prideful way, that God is calling to us to reform. He cares
like no other. He offers hope to the hopeless.

What exactly does God want you to do? He wants you to
“turn back, each of you from his evil way". What does it
mean to turn back? It means to stop! Stand stilll Do not go
forward one more foot in your evil way. Turn around, and let
your face be toward God, holiness, and heaven. Don't turn
slowly, turn quickly! Hasten back! Begin moving in the right
way and continue on that good course which is the reverse
of your present one.

When does God want you to “turn back”? Now! Turn
back immediately. Every step in the wrong direction makes
it that much more to retrace. Every step away from God
makes it that much more difficult to return. Further
wandering will be calculated and willful; a bold rejection of
the warning which is now so earnestly given. Listen up my
friends! Never again may you have an opportunity to return.
There is nothing certain about life save its uncertainty. To
delay is dangerous! Think of how your robbing God of your
service. It is a loss you cannot make up. Think of the people
being injured by your life’s example. Every reason pleads
for you to “turn back” now, but for delay there is no excuse.

Who should “turn back”? Every one! God mentioned
“each of you”. He didn’t say only those who have black hair
or only those who think they need to. God knows that each
one of us needs to “turn back”. Every person has his/her
own peculiar way of sin. No one is exempt from His call.
Those of you who think of your neighbors sins more than
your own need to refocus. We all need a special effectual

call to “turn back”. Every one is now loving invited to “turn
back”.

Turn back from what? From your evil way. Every one
needs to turn from their own way. Isaiah 53:6 reminds us,
“All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has
turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity
of us all to fall on Him.” Amen. You need to turn back from
your own personal sin, constitutional sin, or most frequent
sin. For those of you who aren't sure what their favorite sin
is, consider that into which you are most easily led or that
which has already been most indulged by you. Also, think
about that which irritates you most if you are rebuked.
Personal sins sometimes are those for which you give up
other sins; a covetous person will not be extravagant and a
hypocrite will deny himself. Favorite sins usually are those
which you are the most hesitant to part with. They are the
ones you spend the most money, time, and energy over. It
is from these kinds of sins that each one must “turn back”
from.

What shall we turn to? To making your ways and doings
good. Negative religion is not enough, there must be
positive goodness. Think about it. Your general habits or
ways must be made good as a whole. This includes your
ways in reference to yourself and your doings toward both
God and fellow human beings. Personal examination is of
the utmost importance. Repentance is an absolute
necessity. Turning around is not easy. To descend into sin is
easy, but to retrace your steps, this is the work, this is the
labor. Facing God is difficult. There is suffering, persecution,
and tribulations. You can’t do it yourself. Only by faith in the
Lord Jesus can it be accomplished! Just look at His cross. It
produces more repentance than anything in the world.
Whoever believes in Jesus will have the Holy Spirit to lead
them in the way everlasting.

The message we find here, in God's voice shows us His
awesome love. What endurance He has displayed. What
people refer to as “good Christians” are those that serve the
Lord their own way. Don't be tricked. Den't be proud. Turn
back now. Jeremiah bitterly wept over the Judah and
Jerusalem people. Their pride was so strong. Just think
about how they prided themselves over the Jerusalem
temple. Come on, turn back now, each one of you. You
need the cross, the only begotten Son. He wants to save
you. He gave us the way. Every believer can do it. Don't go
your own way, just go by faith. Isn't this a wonderful
message God is giving us? Just look and obey His Word.
His Word is eternal, living, and better than anything else in
this world. Amen. 4
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