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Sermon for next week

Sinful Nation

(1 Kings 21:5-14)

“Then the two worthless men came in and sat before him; and the worthless men testified against
him, even against Naboth, before the people, saying, “Naboth cursed God and the king.
So they took him outside the city and stoned him to death with stones.
Then they sent word to Jezebel, saying, “Naboth has been stoned, and is dead.”

ing Ahab was a very bad king who reigned over

srael in Samaria twenty-two years. When you
look at the history of Israel, the time under King Ahab
was prosperous. Israel was politically, economically,
and socially rich. They had good relations with other
countries. The wisdom of king Ahab led him to marry
the princess of Sidon, Jezebel. Sidon was a harbor city
which increased Israel’s trading business. Ahab’s
marriage to Jezebel also made Israel religiously rich.
They incorporated the Sidonians worship or Baal,
Asherah, and many other foreign gods. They built all
kinds of different temples, and Israel believed in God
and other gods. The other gods brought them earthly
blessings, so Israel praised the earth. The people of
Israel gave credence to king Ahab because of Israel’s
wealthy position. They believed king Ahab was
leading their country well. They believed their
affluence and abundance over other nations was due to
his leadership. As such, the king's authority and
softened leadership made everybody respect him.

Jezebel tried to kill all of Israel’s prophets. She
persecuted the prophets of God to open the way for the
other gods to make their country rich. Elijah killed 850
of her prophets (18:19, 40). He brought Israels sin,
combining God's worship with Baal worship, to the
forefront. He showed Israel the power of God, and
“when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces:
and they said, “The Lord. He is God: the Lord. He is
God™ (18:39). All of Israel believed God was the only
God. not other gods. But Ahab still believed in
Jezebel.

In today’s Bible passage, Ahab wants some
property that belongs to Noboth. Naboth refused to
sell his property to the king. Why? Because God
forbade such transactions (Lv. 25:23). The land was
not Naboth’s to sell. it was God's, and Naboth
respected God's Word. Ahab should have known this,
but his mind centered on his own enjoyment. Even
though Ahab already owned more land than he could
ever use, he wanted Naboth's property. His palace was
well established, but greed changes people. Tt makes
them want more than they need. As king of Israel,
Ahab should have never asked Naboth for his
vineyard, he should have been the one telling the
Israclites not to sell their property. But instead, he was
sullen and depressed over the mauter (v. 5).

After Ahab told his wife, a Gentile, about the
matter, she encouraged him (vv. 6-7). Her
encouragement was evil and against God. Jezebel was

a cursed woman (2 Kings 9:34). Ahab listened to this
cursed woman, instead of listening to the Word of
God. To him it didn’t really matter if it was a cursed
woman, God, or whoever, so long as he got everything
he wanted. He takes whatever he wants without
concern over what is right or wrong. And here, he took
from a cursed woman something that was totally evil.

The queen made a clever plot to obtain Naboth's
land. She sent letters to the elders and nobles who
were living with Naboth and used Ahab's name and
seal for authority (v. 8). She asked them to “proclaim a
fast and seat Naboth at the head of the people: and seat
two worthless men before him. and let them testify
again him, saying, “You cursed God and the king”
Then take him out and stone him to death™ (vv. 9-10).
Jezebel saw to it that the procedure used to kill Naboth
was technically according to the law (Dt. 17:5-6). The
elders and nobles were men who read the Bible all the
time and lived with God's Word. Not only that, they
knew Naboth because they lived with him. They knew
he was a man who lived with God’s Word and
practiced his faith. But all these leaders were afraid of
the king and queen. They were afraid of their political,
religious, and economical power. They were afraid of
earthly things.

The elders and nobles were among the 7.000
people who did not kneel to Baal (19:18). Naboth was
also one of the 7,000 people who did not worship
other gods. But the elders and nobles changed after
they received Ahab’s letters. The voice in the letters is
not Jezebel's, it is theirs. Jezebel made the
circumstances, the elders and nobles formed the
opinions. These people didn’t fear God. They feared
the king. They knew Naboth’s faith but they were
hypocrites. Look at the witnesses. They are worthless
men. In the original Hebrew the word “worthless™ is
translated as sons of Belial. In other words, these
witnesses were not Israelites but Gentiles who
warshipped other gods. They were not trustworthy or
200d people. Yet, the elders and nobles accepted their
testimony. They should have told these liars that they
were very bad and Naboth was very good. They
should have killed these two men for false testimony
(Dt. 13:6-9). But instead, they killed Naboth (v. 11).

These elders and nobles were truly bad people.
They respected wicked and corrupt people. They
claimed to believe the Word of God but they didn't
practice their beliefs. They practiced the bad queen’s
letter (vv. 12-13). When they received the political

power and reputation that came with their titles, they
placed earthly power over and above God's power.
They had no true evidence, only false documentation.
They should have defended Naboth, but they didn’t.
All the neighborly men of Naboth stoned him to death,
“Then they sent word to Jezebel, saying, ‘Naboth has
been stoned and is dead™ (v. 14). Why? Because
carthly power was more important to them than God.
What a sad nation. In human eyes, they are good.
“Their titles of elder. noble, and king give them fame.
But in God’s eyes their actions are cured. They are far
away from the Word of God. They accept things for
their own benefit and enjoyment.

How about you? Do you really believe in Jesus?
Do you really believe that He died for you? He asks us
to deny ourselves. Did you every deny yourself or do
you just do things for your own greed? Do you praise
the earth instead of the resurrection of Jesus Christ?
Look at yourself. Can you see how sick you are? Can
you see how you are decaying? At the end of chapter
21 we find Ahab confessing his sin (v. 27). He
worshipped both God and other gods. You cannot
have both. Either you go the wide way or you travel
the narrow way. That's God's Word.

God is telling us to cleanse our hearts and live as
bomn again Christians. But how do we live? I think we
are worse than these Israclites. Our eyes look to the
world for value, o we can compromise anything. We
already have experience. God is only one God. Jesus
is our only Redeemer. Yet, we still hold on to money
and are concemed about how other people think about
us. The Israclites” knew Elijah won in his battle against
the other gods. Their mouths confessed God is the
only God. In just a shon time they umed to believe
other things. They became afraid of the king and
queen. They became afraid of losing their jobs or lives.
But Jesus said, “Deny yourself, take your cross, and
follow Me.” That's the only way we can go to the
kingdom of God.

God blessed us with this freedom. Compared to
our circumstances prior to World War 11, we are really
rich. We should look at our position. Let’s stop for a
moment, come to the cross, and repent. We need to
pray, “Lord, I'm sorry [ joined other things. Cleanse
my heart. Let me deny myself, take my cross and only
follow you. I need you Lord. Help me Lord to practice
your Word and praise only You, the One who gave
His son to die for me”. Amen. |
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