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APOLLOS THE WATERMAN |

(1 Corinthians 3:5

57 |

"What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you
believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one. I planted, Apollos

watered, but God was causing the growth. So then neither the one who
plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth" |

Apollos and Paul were servants of God
who practiced their faith through the
opportunities God gave them. Paul planted
the Word of God and Apollos watered it. In
other words, Paul was the evangelist and
Apollos the edifier, but God made it all
happen. Indeed, only God can make His
Word take root and bloom. In Paul's life,
when he first heard the gospel he not only
rejected it but also persecuted those who
believed in it. It wasn't until Jesus knocked
him to the ground, spoke to him, and blinded
him that his heart softened fo receive
God's grace. Then God sent His servant
Ananais to heal him and fill him with the
Holy Spirit, so that His other servants, the
disciples in Damascus, could nourish him.
Immediately, he began to proclaim Jesus in
the synagogues, and God increased his
strength. God used Paul as one of the
world's greatest planters of His Word.
Apollos experienced a different kind of
christian growth. We know from today's
Bible verses that he was God's waterman.
Let's look at his life, as revealed in
Scripture, to learn more about God's use of
His children.

The Bible tells us that Apollos was a
Jew, "an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent
man"  who was ‘"mighty in the
Scriptures”(Acts 18:24). It also says that
he "had been instructed in the way of the
Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was
speaking and teaching accurately the things
concerning Jesus, being acquainted only
with the baptism of John"(Acts 18:25). An
"eloguent man" implies that Apollos was
superior in the knowledge and philosophy of
his day. His studies also included the Bible,
which he understood quite well because the
Ephesian church regarded him as an
important theologian. He truthfully
proclaimed the name of Jesus Christ, but
only as it related o the coming Messiah.
His message was deficient since he knew
only the baptism of John, in contrast fo all
that Christian baptism stands for. As such,
he wasn't the perfect man for saving people
from Jesus Christ.

Apolles had limitations. He lacked
knowledge concerning Jesus. However, he
was a spiritually qualified man, for "he was
fervent in spirit". Certainly love covers a
multitude of sins. His passion for God
compensated for many of his shortcomings.
He preached and taught God's Word

R

diligently. He definitely had a teaching
talent] Thankfully, he met the tentmakers,
Priscilla and Aquila, who "took him aside and
explained to him the way of God more
accurately”(Acts 18:26). They enlightened
his understanding of Jesus Christ. Apollos
listened to them. He humbled himself.
That is why Ged used him as His instrument
and called him to water His Word. Apollos
wanted to learn and wanted to teach God's
Word, His passion, love, and witness for
God's Word were sincerely courageous. He
"greatly helped those who had believed
through grace, for he powerfully refuted
the Jews in public, demonstrating by the
Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ"(Acts
18:27-28).

Christians aren't perfect. Nonetheless,
God calls imperfect people to different
tasks. Some people are called to preach,
teach, evangelize, sing, play an instrument,
or write. Other people are called to give
alms, cook, clean, or a multitude of other
important jobs. Some jobs require special
talents. Perhaps musicians need a sense of
rhythm, pitch, and harmony, artists a
feeling of composition, balance, and color,
and writers an understanding of vocabulary,
language styles, and grammar skills. T know
athletes need strength, stamina, and strong
muscles. Indeed, many jobs require a
special quality, a natural talent that is not
learned. Nonetheless, every believer has
limitations. Our natural or spiritual talents
always have room for improvement. The
gifts God gives us direct us toward where
He wants us to be involved.

The majority of problems people face in
serving God isn't problems of spiritual or
natural talent. God knows our strengths
and weaknesses. Trouble comes when
believers step ahead of God. Moses
thought he was ready to save His people
when he was at the height of worldly power,
but God knew he wasn't ready. Moses had
to wait another forty years, and then, he
didn't think he was ready, but God knew he
was. If you think you're ready, perhaps you
better think again. For God calls us to
tasks that He knows we are best suited or
fitted to do, not what we think we are best
suited or fitted to do. He most frequently
works in the unexpected areas of life. As
such, there's a balance between thinking
you're not ready (not qualified) and trusting
God that you are r'eady (quallfled)

Do you remember the fishermen of
Galilee? They were experts about boats,
waters, and fish and knew nothing about
humans, religion, and the resurrection. Yet,
God used them in a mighty way, Do you
remember the Samaritan woman at the
well?  She knew a lot about men in a sinful
way, but when Jesus met her, He used her.
Do you remember Zaccheus and Matthew,
the tax collectors, or Simon the leper? God
used each of them for His ministry work,
God called the stubborn man, Moses, from
the midian desert and sent him to the
world's biggest politician (Pharoah) to
deliver His people from Egypt. God called
the little shepherd boy, David, to defeat
the big giant, Goliath. God will not call His
children into a path they cannot handle.
First Corinthians 3:9 says, "For we are
God's fellow workers; you are God's field,
God's building".

We are God's fellow workers. Paul
planted and Apollos watered, but God gave
the increase. Believers must practice their
faith by not relying on themselves, but by
listening to God's instructions. We must
deny ourselves, depend on His Word, and
practice our faith. Jesus did it. He came
to this earth to do His Father's will.
Apollos was God's waterman. God used him,
We need men and women like Apollos. We
need people like Abraham, Moses, David,
TIsaich, Paul, Peter, the fishermen, and tax
collectors; not to work for God in
competition, but in harmony. Whenever
Christians deny themselves, God uses them
- all of them! He uses them, not because
they are perfect but because they are
willing, Believers who practice their faith
and rely on His will, not theirs, move
forward. God increases their strength; He
makes them grow. My dear Choong Hyun
members, let's be real believers. Let's
practice our faith and listen to God. He will
use you as His fellow worker, He will bless
you with all kinds of things for increasing
your soul. He will send you to those who are
seeking Jesus Christ. You may find yourself
visiting your next-door neighbor, someone in
the church, or a group of people that live at
the other end of the world. Please follow
His will, and truly become His fellow worker.

As this is the last Sunday in January, T

challenge you to start the new month with a |

burning zeal, sincere love, and humble heart
for God's will. Trust Him completely. Give
Him your life, tithes, and offerings. Rely on
Him entirely. Bow down before Him every
day and pray. Open your Bible and daily
feed your soul. Acknowledge Him always.
Moment by moment praise Him and thank
Him for His goodness and grace. Worship
Him in fellowship with other believers.
Remember Him at His table. Share your
faith. Live your life for His glory. Amen. i
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