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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

EASTER DAY

Byt Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the
tomb; Pand she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus
had been lying. - "”Jesus said to her, “Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father;
but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.’”
““Mary Magdalene came, announcing to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,”
and that He had said these things to her. (John 20:11~18)

‘oday is Resurrection Sunday! It is the day Christians celebrate

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Mary Magdalene
was one of the first people to visit Jesus’ tomb and see the risen
Lord. She came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw
that the huge stone used to seal Christ's grave had been rolled away.
She was surprised and ran to Jesus' disciples to tell them the news.
Two of them ran back to the tomb with her and looked inside the
opening. Both disciples saw that Jesus' body was missing. They
saw His death wrappings lying on the ground, and that the special
cloth used to cover His face was rolled up in a place by itself. They
assumed that someone had probably stolen His body, and went
home. Mary stayed and stood outside the tomb weeping; and as she
wept, she bent down and looked into the tomb. She saw two angels
in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body
of Jesus had been lying. The angels asked her directly, “Woman,
why are you weeping”(Jn. 20:13). The angels understood that this
was victory time, not crying time. They knew Christ had risen! Why
was Mary crying on such a glorious and happy day?

Mary wept because she thought someone had wrongly removed
Jesus’ body. She loved the Lord. She knew He was unjustly
crucified, and she thought that His missing body was just another
cruel misfortune. She forgot Jesus' promise. He told His disciples
exactly what was going to happen, “"Behold, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests
and the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and will hand
Him over to the Gentiles. "They will mock Him and spit on Him, and
scourge Him and kill Him, and three days later He will rise
again”(Mk. 10:33~34). Jesus explained everything so clearly, but
Mary and His disciples didn't really believe God's word. Their minds
couldn't get past the reality of Jesus’ death. Even though the empty
tomb was evidence of His resurrection, Mary had her own will. She
still believed that Jesus was dead. She thought that the enemy’s
power and authority was stronger than Jesus’'. The lesson for us is
that in hearing God's word, we need to doubt our doubts and believe
in His word.

Mary wept because she thought she was alone. Jesus died. She
wanted to take comfort in being near His dead body, but now that it
was gone, she felt very lonely. Loneliness is hard to bear, and it is no
wonder that Mary wept that first beautiful Easter morning. Jesus
was really there, but Mary didn't believe it. She strongly held on to
her own beliefs about what was happening. She told the angels she
was crying “Because they have taken away my Lord, and | do not
know where they have laid Him"(Jn. 20:13). She didn't know where
Jesus was and this caused her great anxiety. The good news is that
Christians are never alone. Hebrews 13:5 says, "Make sure that your

character is free from the love of money, being content with what
you have; for He Himself has said, 'l will never desert you, nor will |
ever forsake you.'" No one can take our Lord away. Jesus said, “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth---and lo, | am
with you always, even to the end of the age”(Mt. 28:18~20). Not
only that, but no one can take us away from our Lord, “For | am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”(Rom. 8:38~39).
Unlike the two disciples who walked away from Jesus’ empty tomb,
Mary stayed. She was deeply devoted. The lesson for us is that we
need to trust God completely, even when things don't appear right.

Mary wept because she thought her life was over. Before meeting
Jesus, she was a woman possessed by seven demons. When she
met Jesus, He healed her and she found her purpose for living. After
Jesus died on the cross, she doubted the purpose of the Lord for her
life. Jesus was with Mary all the time. He was there when Mary
doubted, He was there when Mary despaired, and He was there
while Mary cried and had given up all hope. Standing by His tomb,
Mary turned around and saw a man whom she thought was the
gardener. It was actually Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are
you weeping“(Jn. 20:15). Mary still didn't recognize Him, and she
said to Him, “Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you
have laid Him, and | will take Him away"“(Jn. 20:15). Jesus
responded with one word, “Mary” (Jn. 20:16). At the sound of her
name, her heart opened and her spiritual eyes saw Jesus. She said
in Hebrew, "Rabboni! (which means, Teacher}"(Jn. 20:16). Jesus
said to her, "Stop clinging to Me, for | have not yet ascended to the
Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘| ascend to My
Father and your Father, and My God and your God'"(Jn. 20:17). Mary
listened and announced to the disciples, “| have seen the Lord” (Jn.
20:18). She told them what Jesus had said. The lesson for us is to
remember that Jesus' presence is always with us.

My dear friend, today we remember Jesus Christ's resurrection!
He conquered death and His victory gives us eternal life. Just as
Jesus called Mary's name, so too He calls yours to tell you that He is
with you. He is alive! There's nothing for you to worry or be
depressed about! Jesus knows about all your fears and tears, and
like Mary, He will dispel them all. The living Christ wants to give you
peace and the purpose of living. Please trust in the Lord Jesus and
believe His word, and know that He is always with you. He asked
Mary to go and tell His disciples that He was alive, and He asks you
also to spread the good news of His resurrection to all people.
Amen. d
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