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DEATH LIFE & ETERNITY

““But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;
“2But now Christ has been raised from fhe dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.
“"but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

(1 Corinthians 15:13,20,57)

hen it comes to the concepts of death, life, and eternity
VV there is only one real question: Did Jesus really resurrect?
Today's Bible verses give us all the answers to these three
events. After Jesus cleansed the temple in Jerusalem, the
Pharisees asked him. “What sign do You show us as your
authority for doing these things”(Jn. 2:18). Jesus answered them.
“Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up” (Un. 2:19).
The Pharisees characteristically misunderstood Jesus, just as the
Corinthian church missed some fundamental points of the gospel.
The Corinthian church wrote Paul a letter -with some disturbing
questions, and he responded to them in the writing of 1
Corinthians. The Corinthian church had a variety of problems,
especially concerning their beliefs of the resurrection. Paul
cleared up their confusion and answered their question about the

resurrection in today's chapter. Without the answer that Paul gave
the Corinthians, one will only find worldly enjoyment in the
church. With this answer, one will certainly find heavenly victory.
Did Jesus really resurrect? The frightening prospect of no
i _resurrection means the dead are perished and there is no hope
"But if there is no

for heaven. Paul told the Corinthians.
resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised”(1 Cor.
15:13). This is a serious statement. It means the great sermons of
Paul and all the apostles were in vain. It means we can write off
all the great preachers of the ages. The Christian faith is useless.
Paul emphasized. “and if Christ has not been raised, then our
preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. Moreover we are even
found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against
God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the
dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ
has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is
worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have
fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have hoped in Christ in
this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied”(1 Cor.
15:14~19), Jesus' resurrection is important, and the
conseguences of denying the resurrection are fatal. Faith is trust
and dependence. Faith brings salvation and blessing. Paul said.
“For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God

for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also.

to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from
faith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the righteous man shall live by
faith’"(Rom. 1:16~17).

Did Jesus really resurrect? Paul told the Corinthians, “But now
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who
are asleep”(1 Cor. 15:20). There is no more 'if". There is no doubt.
Jesus rose from the dead! We need to shout in triumph that He
lives. Gospel preaching iis true. Faith in Christ is sure. Such faith
truly brings salvation. It is dependable because all our sins are
forgiven and our record is clear. Christians go to heaven when
they die and their bodies will be resurrected when Christ returns.
Paul emphasized. “For as in Adam all die, 50 also in Christ all will
be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the
end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father,
when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. For He
must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The
last enemy that will be abolished is death”(1 Cor, 15:22~26).
Salvation is clear. Romans 6:23 says. “For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Jesus preached. "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand"(Mt. 4:17). Paul testified. “| affirm, brethren, by the boasting
in you which | have in Christ Jesus our Lord, | die daily”(1 Cor.
15:31). He told the Corinthian church, “Just as we have borne the
image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the
heavenly”(1 Cor. 15:48). Our resurrection body will be like
Christ's.

Did Jesus really resurrect? Paul told the Corinthians, “but
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ”(1 Cor. 15:57). Jesus gives us victory. He gives us
victory over death, from sin and the law, and over the gravel
What a great message. Paul emphasized, “Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord"(1 Cor.
15:58). Eternal life comes to everyone who believes. “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal
life”(Jn. 8:16).

My dear friends, there is only one answer to the questions of
death, life, and eternity. If you don't get this answer, then you get
all kinds of horrific trouble, just like the Corinthian church
experienced. If you do get it, then you receive the gift of eternal
life. It's that simple. Please accept God's grace, love, and mercy
that come through your faith in Jesus Christ. Amen. 4
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