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Life or Wealth

(Luke 12:13-21)

“Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even
when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.”

n today’s Bible passage, Jesus is speaking in

front of thousands of people. He is preaching
the Gospel and explaining to the multitude the
secrets of heaven. Someone in the crowd said to
Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family
inheritance with me” (v. 13). This person regarded
Jesus as a teacher or rabbi. He only respected Jesus
as rabbi to balance the division of his inheritance.
He wanted to use Jesus as a judge or arbitrator for
his own benefit. Often times we do the same thing.
We respect Jesus and His teachings, but only in so
far as they address our worldly needs. Jesus refused
to assume the position of judge in this secular
matter. He said, “Man, who appointed Me a judge or
arbitrator over you?” (v. 14) And then, He told a
parable. This parable not only applied to the man
and his situation but to everyone present because it
contained universally important meaning. It talks
about greed and life. Before Jesus even started the
story, He gave its conclusion, “Beware and be on
your guard against every form of greed; for not even
when one has an abundance does his life consist of
his possessions™ (v. 15). His focus is not about
wealth but concerns the attitude of possession. The
imperative is for us to get rid of our greed.

Many people sitting in this church today may
understand that greed is a sin and that Christians
shouldn’t be greedy. But few people know that
getting rid of greed is something no man can do.
That’s right, it's impossible for any human being
living in this world to free themselves from
covetousness. Greed is a part of our sinful nature
that can only change through faith in Jesus Christ.
Only Jesus can free us from greed. As Christians,
Jesus wants us to be on the look out for “every form
of greed”. Why? Because greed is tricky and
deceitful. It lures in dark places and sneaks up on
you in little ways. It is one of Satan’s pnmary tools
of temptation. Greed is a dange that
constantly surrounds us. We must be very cautious
with our disposition and attitude towards wealth.

Jesus® story is about a rich man and his
productive land. The man obviously had many years
of good fortune. The story quickly shows us the
man’s attitude toward his holdings, *“And he began
reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since
I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said,
“This is what I will do; I will tear down my barns
and build larger ones, and there I will store all my
grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul,
“Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years
to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry™”
(vv. 17-19). Notice how many times he says the
word “I". Everything is “I"" and “my". This man

reasons by thinking “I will”. His heart believes that
his possessions are his own, even his soul. He is
proud. Observe that everything he wants to do is for
himself, It is all for his benefit, enjoyment, and
fame. There’s no talk about sharing. He only
mentions personal objectives. There’s no
responsibilities for others. He thinks and acts upon
greed.

Actually, everything this man possessed came
from God but greed made him think that it was his
own. Jesus tells us, “But God said to him, You fool!
This very night your soul is required of you; and
now who will own what you have prepared” (v. 20)?
God was to call this man’s soul that very night! Just
stop for a moment and think about your life. Do you
realize how short your time is here on earth? With
God etemnal, a thousand years is like one second (see
Ps. 90). This rich man’s life was like a vapor. Even
through he prepared for the future, he couldn’t take
one single good thing with him. Do you understand
the significance of this truth? Who in this world can
answer God’s question?

My friends, you have to give up in order to get
up. You have to let go of this world and your mortal
life in order to receive heaven and eternal life.
“Therefore consider the members of your earthly
body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry” (Col.
3:5). Idolatry is the adoration/worship of anything or
anyone other than God. Christians have to put to
death the things that take them away from God. Our
world is filled with false people who will try and
malign God’s truth with sensuality, “and in their
greed they will exploit you with false words; their
judgment from long ago is not idle, and their
destruction is not asleep” (2 Pet. 2:3). Their
characteristics include, “having eyes full of adultery
that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls,
having a heart trained in greed, accused children” (2
Pet. 2:14). whatever you don’t give up becomes
your idolatry. Think seriously about this truth. For
there's nothing here on earth worth losing your soul
over. Everything we experience now is temporary
and passing. It can be counted as total garbage in
comparison to eternal life in heaven.

Do you have any material wealth? It gives you
opportunity. Are you using if for yourself or for the
glory of God? Jesus never cursed the material. It’s
only your attitude and how you use God’s wealth
that determines whether or not you will be cursed. If
you make wealth your own treasure you will never
be rich toward God (v. 21). In other words, if you
have treasure for yourself that’s greed, sin. Watch
yourself with whatever material God has given you!

Often times you think you don’t have anything. God
has already given to you everything you need but
you have greed. You never appreciate His awesome
blessings, Look at Jesus. Did He have anything?
Only His body and blood and He gave that away.
Look at John the Baptist. Did he have lots of money
and clothes? No, he had nothing. Look at Paul and
Peter and how they gave away whatever they had.
They shared their knowledge, faith, and spiritual
life. They didn't use these things for their own
benefit but for the benefit of others. Stop and think a
moment. Did you ever give anything to God? Or do
you always look at things as your own, like your
home, car, children, education, and job? How is
your attitude toward poor people? How is your
attitude toward giving away material things? Jesus
said, “Take it, this is my body given for you™. He
gave everything.

My dear friend, do you think about your life or
do you focus on your wealth? “The fool has said in
his heart, ‘“There is no God™” (Ps. 14:1). That's why
he acts greedily. Without God and wisdom people
always destroy self b they live self-
Self-centered living destroys the self with God‘
material things. Make your praises to God and make
Him happy. If you lay up treasure for yourself that’s
not treasure to God. The best thing to have is
richness toward God. Please don’t work for material
things like money. Work for God’s glory. “When
you reap your harvest in your field and have
forgotten a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back
to get it; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and
for the widow, in order that the Lord your God may
bless you in all the work of your hands. When you
beat your olive tree, you shall not go over the
boughs again; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan,
and for the widow. When you gather the grapes of
your vineyard, you shall not go over it again; it shall
be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow.
You shall remember that you were a salve in the
land of Egypt; therefore I am commanding you to
do this thing” (Dt. 24:19-22). How rich toward God
we become when we practice such charity and live
our lives for His glory.

So, my friend, you have eternal life through the
blood of Jesus. Do you know how much he paid?
We call it redemption. God gave you material for
His glory. Why are you greedy? Why do you store
the things He has given you for yourselves and not
Him? Use God's material for life, not personal gain.
Please don't make material things your God.
Appreciate what you have and use it for His glory.
Jesus didn’t have anything but He gave everything.
His sacrifice saved the whole world. Amen. i
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