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| What is the Khmer(Cambodian)? |
Khmer (/ko'mear/. som =s&ts, IPAD [phi: asa: k"ma: el; or more

formally, giemimm 5 IPA! [kPermaPra? phi: asa: 1), or Cambodian, is
the language of the Khmer people and the official language of
Cambodia. It is the second most widely spoken Austroasiatic
language (after Vietnamese), with speakers in the tens of millions,

Khmer has been considerably influenced by Sanskrit and Pali,

especially in royal and religious registers, through the vehicles
of Hinduism and Buddhism, It is also the earliest recorded and

earliest written language of the Mon-Khmer family, predating Mo

n

and by a ant margin Vietnamese, The Khmer !anguage has
influenced, and also been influenced by, Thai, Lao, Vietnamese and

Cham, all of which, due to g

proximity and long—term

cultural contact, form a sprachbund in peninsular Scuth a,
Khmer is primarily an analytic, isclating language There are no
inflections, conjugations or case endings, Instead, particles and

auxiliary words are used to indicate grammatical relationships,

General word order is subject-verb-obj Many words conform to
the typical Mon—Khmer pattern, having a "main” syllable preceded by

a minor syllable,

The Khmer language is written with an abugida known in Khmer as

metw sewie (IPAT [afksa:  kPma: e]). Khmer differs from neighboring
languages such as Thai, Burmese, Lao and Vietnamese in that it is

not a tonal language,
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| Consonants |

Symbol Name . Sound Symbol  Name i of W
= kaw k k k 3 thoa t
= khaw kh k k S noa n n n
£ koa k k k U baw b P p
s khoa  kh k k £ phaw  ph  p P
3 ngoa ng - ng [l poa p p p
o chaw ch ch ch = phoa  ph p p
5 chhdw  chh ch - 1=} moa m m m
2 choa ch ch ch ty yoa Y - Y
n chhoa chh ch - i roa r -

m nyoa ny R ny 3 loa | |

= daw d d t 1 voa v h v
U thaw th - t = sha sh

=] doa d - t | ss6

o thoa th - t 8 saw s s H
an naw n n n m haw h - -
= taw t t t = law ! - -
o thaw th t t H aw o gty

S toa t t t

| Digraph Consonants |

Symbol Romarzaten  Sound . Symbol Romanzaten  Sound Symbol Remanzaton  Sound
u g4 s inguard )] ma s mild uy 24, Z4 == nZaire
i gd = ingoal it 3 aswmloud | Uf 76, 76 a5 z0diac
u N8 asin NOW 0 fa, Wa as n foul or wal

fr pd asinpouch ] f6, WO as in forestor work
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| Vowels (as diacritics) |

Symbol  Position A-Series Name 0-Seres Name Symbol  Position A-Seres Name 0-Series Name
] it 3 ee-uh | sﬁl
- n e 1 ¢ in ay ay
i uh-ee ee . i if a-e é
g uh eu : i a-ee ay-ee
fi ah éu i 3l a-o oa
. fi 0 u . P il a-00 uh-00
n oa 0o ) faT om um
fi 00-uh 00-uh ‘ fi awm um
B i a-uh ah i am 0-am
i | 1) eu-uh eu-uh o 2 aH ay-uhH

| Independent Vowels |

Symbol Romanizaton Sound(IPA) Symbol Romanzation Sound(IPA)
£ & e 8] ree or:
d ei ?3j 9 [o ?li
=) 8 ? el lce 4
=] ) é Pae; e ?e:
=) U U 0 ai ?aj
& du 2w B, & ad, ady ?ai0
y rod ot & au Raw

* 27 Khmer Alphabet® @ AA19] o5& 2 AR,
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generally a subject-verb-object (8V0O) language with

Khmer is
prepositions, Although primarily an analytic language, lexical
derivation by means of prefixes and infixes occurs but is not always

productive in the modern language.

| Adjectives and Adverbs |

Adjectives, demonstratives and numerals f{ollow the noun they
modify, Adverbs likewise follow the verb, Morphologically, adjectives
and adverbs are not distinguished with many words often serving
either function, Similar to other languages of the region, intensity
can be expressed by reduplication,

t B sem=ior/sraj sPat t nuh/ (girl pretty that) = that pretty girl

v 98 Gomer & e /sroj sfal t sfal t/ (girl pretiy pretty) = a very pretty girl
As Khmer sentences rarely use a copula, adjectives are also
employed as verbs, Comparatives are formed by the use of ciang: "A
X cioang B" (A is more X than B). The most common way to express
the idea of superlatives is the construction "A X ciong kee' (A is

X—est of all),

! Nouns |

The noun has no grammatical gender or singular/plural distinction
and is uninflected, Technically there are no articles, but
indefiniteness is often expressed by the word for "one" following the
noun, Plurality can be marked by postnominal particles, numerals,
or reduplicating the adjective, which, although similar to

intensification, is usually not ambiguous due to context,
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setmo/clkae thom/ (dog large) = large dog

shTemst/cikae thom thom/ (dog large large) = a very large dog or large dogs
sfimfn o o/c'kae thom nah/ (dog large very) = very large dog
seimf /chkae pi: / (dog two) = two dogs

Classifying particles for use between numerals and nouns exist
although are not always obligatory as in, for example, Thai,
Pronouns are subject to a complicated system of social register, the
choice of pronoun depending on the perceived relationships between
speaker, audience and referent (see Social registers below), Kinship
terms, nicknames and proper names are often used as pronouns
(including for the first person) among intimates, Frequently, subject

pronouns are dropped in colloguial conversation,

| Verbs |

As is typical of most Fast Asian languages, the verb does not inflect at
all; tense and aspect can be shown by particles and adverbs or understood
by context, Most commonly, time words such as “yesterday”, ‘earlier”,
"tomorrow”, indicate tense when not inferrable from context., There is no
participle form, The gerund is formed by using /kempd: n/: "A /kempd:

n/ V" (A is in the process of V), Serial verb construction is guite common,
Negation is achieved by putting /min/ before them and /te: / at the end of
the sentence or clause., In normal speech verbs can also be negated without
the need for an ending particle by putting /?at/ before them,

efn &8/ khom cio/ - 1 believe

2f &880 /k"nom min cie te: / — I don't believe

& &amiYkPnom ?at cis/ — 1 don't believe

m
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| English — Khmer(Phonetic) |

I

youisingular)

we

narrow
thin

woman

kpom
louk, neak
koat, kei
ya8n

puak neak
puak kee
nih

nuh

?aay

niey

neak naa, ninaa
vay

niv ?ae naa
?ankaa
mdac

tei

krup
craan

klah

tac

tiat

thom

VEEN

lhaa, tou-leay
cuk, kras'
tnuan
tooc

klay
can?iet
sdaan
sray

man(sdultn

fish
bird
dog
loust
snake
worm
tree

forest

< proh, bo?rah

cuan, manuh
sat

tray
baksay
chkae

cay
?a?he?, pous
dankav
daam c"aa
prey
rumpoat
puuc

slak

rth
sambaak
pkaa

smav

ksae
sbaek

sac

chiem
c?an

klan

poon
snaer
kantuy
roum

sak

kbaal
traciak

eyve

nos

maouth

tooth

tongueiorgan

fingernail

foot

bac

bre

I3

:ast

By

liver

to
to
to

to

to spi

drink
cat
bite

suck

pneek
cramoh
moat, ?aoh
tmin
?andaat
kracaak day
caan

caan
cuankuan
day

slaap

puah

puah vian push tan
kaa

knaan

dah

beh doon
tlaam

phak

sii, nh'am
cak, kham
cuanpcoap
sdah

k?uat

phat, plom
daak danhaam
$aac

k"aan

li4

ceh

kit
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'

H
klan to sew dee mountain pnum
kraen Lo count roap night yup

D deek thaa tnay
ruah crien yvear cnam
to die taay lein warm kdav
to kill samlap Pandaet cold traceak
Lo cual to f hoo fu pin
bap sat to freeze  kaak new tmay
viey to swell paon old cah
to cut kap SUn tnay good Paa
to split puh moon khae bad Paakrak
to gtal cak star pkaay rotten roluay, kampuk
to scratch keh water tik dirty pralooh
to dig ciik rain plien straight tran
to swim hael river tuanlee muut
to fly haa ban mut
to walk daa sa?mot rtl
to come Mmook ?ambal riep
lie sl deek stone tmaa totik
o Pankuy and ksac dry kriam
nd ") dust thuulii correct ptt
to tur niek earth day near cit
dusl, coh cloud popook cnaay
laoy fog ?ap it sdam
kan sky meek left cveen
rit wind kyal, kcal al niv
khat Snow he?mea? in knon
to wash kak ice ttk kaa kaa cie mua yod
to wipe cuut smoke psaen ind ntn
to pul! daa fire plaan if baa
to push run ash kampaam because pii pruah
to throw  caol to burn cheh nane cmuah
ro tie caan road plav
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