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Palm Sunday is a week marking the beginning of Passion week and pre-
paring for Easter Sunday. Through Palm Sunday, believers pledge them-
selves to observe Passion Week according to the amount of their faith. I
hope those who are in the primitive stage of their faith among three stages
of faith should be interested in Jesus and the cross in this Passion week,
those who are in steady stage of faith should focus more over the interest
phase, and lastly, I wish those who are in the stage of deep and matured
faith could have experiences of devoting their minds immersed in loving
the Lord to the cross. Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus' last entry into
Jerusalem. At that time, the people of Israel welcomed Jesus with all their
hearts, sight, and hearing. Jesus also concentrated his heart on Jerusa-
lem(Lk 9:51). "Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on
a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey."(Zec 9:9). The highlight of Palm
Sunday was the image of Jesus entering into Jerusalem riding on a donkey.
Since Jesus came as the King, he properly had to enter riding on a white
horse as if he were a general of victory, but Jesus, King of Humility, entered
into Jerusalem riding on a colt, the foal of a donkey. It was to accomplish
the prophecy of Zechariah in the Old Testament. It was the scene which
shows the accomplishment of the covenant according to God's plan of sal-
vation. When we examine today's text through Jesus, the meaning is re-
vealed more deeply and widely.

Hannah's empathy for God's heart

The text resembles in a way the stories of several women who suffered
from having no son in the Bible(Abraham's wife Sarah, Naomi, Ruth, and
Elizabeth, mother of John the Baptist). However, due to her competitor Pen-
innah, Hannah's heart ached more. The consolation of her husband Elkanah
who loved her more than Peninnah did not become a comfort to Hannah.
Hannah went to God in her bitterness and sadness. Like Hannah, we should
also go in front of God in the agonies of our life. “Not so, my lord,” Hannah
replied, “T am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine
or beer; [ was pouring out my soul to the Lord."(v15). 'a woman of a sorrowful
spirit' has a meaning of 'a woman full of sadness, but, according to literal
translation, it has a meaning of 'a woman of resolution. Meditating on her
sadness and difficulties in her hardships, Hannah did not make mistakes of
dismantling herself. Rather, she determined to solve the problem in the sad-
ness. The Bible records that when they brought their problems before God,
and "poured out their hearts' like Hannah, the problems were solved. "Trust in
him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our ref-
uge.'(Ps 62:8). Referring to the image that when surrendering what we have
within us to God, amazing pouring of God is present to us, the writer of Psalm
expresses "pour out your hearts". It seems that God might have talked to Han-
nah who suffered from having no son, "I am also painful because I have no
son' to do my work,, rather than saying to Hannah, T will give you a son, then
you must offer the son to me. Hannah, who had come to know God's heart,
came to realize why she had really to ask for a son. It was because Hannah had
empathy for God's heart. The heart of Hannah, who simply prayed to escape
her personal agony, was bound to be different from Hannah's heart which was
given to God after she communicated with God's heart. I hope you and I do
not also limit our problems and agonies to extremely personal ones. I wish
you and I would go forward to God in order to accomplish the will of God by
realizing what God is feeling in our problems and what God's heart aches for

in our anguishes.

"] prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him.
So now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the
Lord” And he worshiped the Lord there."(1Sal:27-28). God wanted His people

Sermon in English Translation

Hannah's Heart for God

(1Samuel 1:9-18)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

to be saved. For this, God wanted a son who had to be used according to His
will, but there was no leader of Israel, who realized the Heart of God, from the
period of Judges to that of Samuel. In the incident in which Hannah through
God's heart released God's agony by giving Samuel to God. God's determina-
tion of sending Jesus to this earth is connoted. It's because to have God's heart
is to take part in the salvation of God. We, the children of God, have God's
heart by holding the heart of Jesus Christ. It's because the one who knows
God's heart best is Jesus, and also the one who knows God's plan for salvation
best is Jesus Christ. It is also the reason that we should concentrate on the
heart of Christ Jesus during Passion Week. It's because when we have Jesus'
heart, we come to realize God's regretfulness and agonies, and that we also
come to know our wrongs better. I hope you realize more deeply the reason

that Jesus came to this earth is because of our sins.

The life lived through God's heart

In the period of early Reformation, believers who observed Passion Week
through the heart of Christ lived a life of abstinence. Particularly, it is said that
Protestants in Switzerland abstained from their usually favorite meat during
Passion Week or Lent. We need to remember they shifted the life they en-
joyed onto the life they did not enjoy. I hope you determine to lead a life of
moderation with the heart of Jesus Christ during Passion Week. In order to
remember the determination, to mark something is a good way. The heart
enduring in front of resentments and complaints unexpectedly arising is use-
ful, but I hope you share what you acquired from restraint. And besides, it had
better fill the place which was prohibited through restraint with gracious shar-
ing. Our first reaction to the torment Jesus suffered for us is sorriness. This is
revealed by turning and suspending. We have to go one step further here. Re-
membering what Jesus has done for us, we should be joyful and gain new
strength. I hope you experience the sharp spiritual discernment that arises
when you have the heart of Christ. It's because beyond the worry simply
about what to do, or to do it or not, we can discern the reason for doing it and
even the benefit caused by it. During Passion Week we come to know we need
not try to see the cherry blossoms in full bloom, and besides, that we need not
turn our heads toward the cherry blossoms we can see when we pass by. I wish
we would become believers who give thanks to God in the place Jesus has
permitted us, and go forward thinking what is acceptable to the Lord. Lastly,
there is what I realized through deeply reflecting on the heart of Christ last
week. "Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! “Who has
known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?”(Ro11:33-34).
When we have the heart of Christ, excitement arises in our hearts. By virtue
of the heart of Christ which makes us realize the depth of God, the excite-
ment about what God will do occurs. We come to expect what God will do for
His loving people through the heart of Christ even when we are having a hard
time, even when we are struggling with illness, and even when we are running
out of energy. I bless in the name of the Lord you will be filled with the heart
of Jesus Christ and celebrate Passion Week, Good Friday and Easter Sunday
with the heart of God the Father.
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