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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

WHAT IS OF MOST IMPORTANCE IN THIS WORLD?

And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, “ If anyone wishes to come after Me,
he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. “*For whoever wishes fo save his life will lose
it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. ““For what does it profit a man
to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? “”For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
(Mark 8:34~37)

he most important part of us all is invisible. Qur eyes cannot see

the real beauty and treasure of human existence. Nonetheless,
millions and millions of people spend countless time and money on
their personal appearance. Great attention is given to hair, nails, eyes,
clothes, shoes, jewelry, make-up, and body shape. People like to make
a good appearance. As such, much energy is given to glorifying the
temporary house in which we live. After a young rich man walked
away from Jesus’ call to follow Him, Jesus said to His disciples,
""How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom
of God!’ The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus answered
again and said to them, ‘Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom
of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.'"(Mk. 10:23~25) Jesus
called attention to the human soul. How long has it been since you
considered the value of your soul? How much do you really care about
the soul of others? Mark 10:45 says, "For even the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many.” Jesus Christ is proof of the worth of the soul.

After summoning the crowd with His disciples, Jesus said to them,
“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take
up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will
save it."(vv. 34~35) After giving them the mystery to heaven, He
asked them a key gquestion, “For what does it profit a man to gain the
whole world, and forfeit his soul?”(v. 36) The quest for riches, power,
and success is vain. All these will perish in a short time. Ecclesiastes
1:2 tells us, "Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, Vanity of vanities!
All'is vanity” and further on verse 14 says, "| have seen all the works
which have been done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and
striving after wind.” Do you agree with these Bible verses? Does
Ecclesiastes 2:11, “Thus | considered all my activities which my hands
had done and the labor which | had exerted, and behold all was vanity
and striving after wind and there was no profit under the sun, “make
sense to you? Wisdom calls you to take care of your soul, “then the
dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God
who gave it. 'Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher, ‘all is vanity!""(Eccl.
12:7~8) You need to seriously think about your soul. There is not only
ne profit in gaining the world and lesing your soul, but a huge
consequence of eternal death in hell.

The cost of the cross is immeasurable! If you ever wonder during
times of extreme stress and difficulties whether or not God really and
truly loves you, then just think about the cross. Christ endured the
cross to save sinful souls. Isaiah 53:5~6 say, "But He was pierced
through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The
chastening for our well~being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we
are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned

to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on
Him.” He died for you. He paid the price that you could not. John 3:16
says, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal
life.” The gospel writers describe the agony of the cross in great detail.
Jesus denied Himself on the cross. He was wounded for our
transgressions and suffered for our iniquities. Even the thief on the
cross faced the value of his soul, “Jesus, remember me when You
come in Your kingdom!”(Lk. 23:42} Jesus responded to him, ‘_’Truly |
say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise." (Lk. 23:43) During
the thief's final moments he became honest about eternity. Have you
been henest about your soul?

All people face two worlds. One is filled with time and the other is
timeless. One has a time to be born and a time to die, the other is
eternity. One is now and the other is forever. One is ending and the
other endless. These worlds are contradictory. You are familiar with
this world, the world of time, and your knowledge, judgments, and
values can easily gravitate toward it, but the other world is where your
mind and spirit should constantly focus. If you spend time thinking
about your soul, your thoughts will result in eternity. If you spend time
thinking about this life, your thoughts will end at the finish line. Which
world do you choose? James 1:11 says, “For the sun rises with a
scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the
beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst
of his pursuits will fade away.” Do you really want to expend your
precious energies and constantly busy yourself for things in this daily
life? James 4:14 reminds us, "Yet you do not know what your life will
be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and
then vanishes away.”

My dear friend, you wake up to two worlds every day. One man
woke up and said to his soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for
many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”(Lk.
12:19) God said to this man, "You fool! This very night your soul is
required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?”(Lk.
12:20) Consider the rich man and Lazarus, “And he cried out and said,
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for | am in
agony in this flame.""(Lk, 16:24) Abraham replied, “If they do not listen
to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded if someone
rises from the dead.”(Lk. 16:31) Life on earth is very, very, very short.
Your destiny after this life is eternal. There is a heaven and there is a
hell. Both are forever. Please think about your soul! Romans 6:23 says,
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” | want you to busy yourself thinking about the
soul, and not get trapped in the pride and bustle of this world. The
world of God should always be top priority. i
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