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Everyone is likely to ponder at least once about how the world and man
began. The question about the beginning is important because it makes us
conjecture not only how we have to live now but also how we should live in
the future. The Bible says about the beginning of the world, "In the begin-
ning God created the heavens and the earth."(Ge 1:1) This is both the con-
fession of our faith and an obvious fact. It is our confession of faith that the
world was created according to the plan containing the order and justice of
God(Ge 1:2-4). Since the world was created by the plan of God, its end is
also in God's plan. That's why the children of God do not fear the end.
"Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the
livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move
along the ground.”(Ge 1:26-27) The Bible writes about the beginning of
man that God created man in His image and likeness. God who made the
world and man according to His plan created the Garden of Eden and
made the first man Adam dwell there. Concentrating on what place the
Garden of Eden is like and what the role of Adam there is, I will examine
the text.

The meaning of the Garden of Eden

God prepared the Garden of Eden for man from the beginning. When we
survey the Garden of Eden, what meets your first glimpse is trees. "Now the
Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man
he had formed."(Ge 2:8) The original word of 'planted' has the meaning of
'planting trees. God put the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil in the middle of the garden, which becomes the center of proceeding
the human history. Verses 10-14 of the text record four rivers (Pishon, Gihon,
Tigris, Euphrates) were flowing from the Garden of Eden. "Fruit trees of all
kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor
will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit, because the water from
the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for
healing”"(Eze 47:12) The image of rivers of the Garden of Eden which implies
the water of life is described respectively in Ezekiel and Revelation. "Then the
angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from
the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the
city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of
fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the heal-
ing of the nations.'(Rev 22:1-2) All the beasts of the field and all the birds of the
air in the Garden of Eden were named by Adam. God, who gave the authority
of ruling over beasts, created for Adam his wife Eve so that he made a family.
The Garden of Eden was the place which was full of life and order, harmony
and beauty, and also the place where God's people dwelt.

The role entrusted to Adam in the Garden of Eden

"The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it
and take care of it."(v.15) God who created the Garden of Eden made Adam
carry out the important role. ‘cultivate' and keep' are the Hebrew words used
for the priests who take care of the temple. The priest plays the role of medi-
ating between God and people, and representing people in front of God. The
role of the priest taking charge of the God-created beauty and order to be
kept among all the creatures was given to Adam. The Garden of Eden con-
tains the meaning of the temple where God dwells and meets people. Because
it was the time before sins did not take place, the role of the priest was not of-
fering sacrifices but taking care of the temple and preserving it beautifully.
This is the reason why we express the children of God who was saved through
Jesus as 'a royal priesthood'(1Pe 2:9).

Sermon in English Translation

The Garden of Eden
and Role of Adam

(Genesis 2:7-17)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

The likeness and image of God

To keep God's image and likeness means to live as true children of God.
"This is the written account of Adam’s family line. When God created man-
kind, he made them in the likeness of God."(Ge 5:1) Unlike other creatures,
Adam was created in 'God's image and likeness. It was a natural conclusion
that Adam who was called the son of God had a duty to take care of and keep
the image and likeness of God. However, Adam and Eve committed sins, so
that the image and likeness of God in Eden was seriously damaged. "The
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth.'(John 1:14) The image of God which was not degraded came to be
revealed on this earth again only through Jesus. "and have put on the new self,
which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator"(Col 3:10)
The image of God, which was destroyed due to sins of Adam, is restored com-
pletely within us when we believe in Jesus. When we put on the new self ow-
ing to Jesus, we are changed enough for the image of God to become clearer.
"For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sis-
ters."(Ro 8:29) God wants His image to be enlightened and conformed
through the saved people. However, why is the work of taking after the image
of God revealed so slowly among us even though we are saved believers
through Jesus? 2 Corinthians 4:4 replies, "The god of this age has blinded the
minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that dis-
plays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God." The image of God is in-
herent like DNA in the children of God and never disappears. Accordingly,
the believers have the responsibility to cultivate it. That's why God who com-
manded Adam to cultivate and keep the Garden of Eden orders us, who are
living in this age, to live a life of 'cultivating and keeping the image of God
within you and clearly show it to others.

The life of cultivating and preserving the image of God

“And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are be-
ing transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from
the Lord, who is the Spirit”(2Co 3:18) When we contemplate the glory of Jesus
Christ, the image of Christ is revealed within us. Accordingly, we should con-
template the glory of Christ that is the image of God itself in order to keep the
image and likeness of God within us. "fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith."(Heb 12:2a) When we contemplate the image of Jesus, we
are going to take after the image. We designate this principle of training faith
as Imitation & Participation. The most classical way is reading the words and
praying as our forerunners of faith did before. However, we should get out of
reading the Bible only in letters and praying only for asking what we need re-
peatedly. It is to contemplate Jesus Christ that we read the words to see the
image of Christ and pray for being able to see the image of Jesus, and just at
this moment we can clothe ourselves with the image of Christ. The image of
God comes to be revealed in the life of a believer. I hope you will train spiritu-
ally well the lessons and principles contained in these words so that you will

be able to reach the vivid image of Christ.
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