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Psalm 88 is a special lamentation(a lament poem) that delivered comfort
and encouragement to precursors of faith who preceded us in the path of
belief. There are four common elements that begin with 'calling God', de-
scribing several pains the poet suffers, 'asking God for deliverance, and
lastly offering to God 'the confession of trust in God' in the lament. Psalm
88 is composed of three prayers whose contents are gradually getting pro-
found. "Lord, you are the God who saves me; day and night I cry out to
you. May my prayer come before you; turn your ear to my cry.'(Ps 88:1-2).
Calling God of deliverance, the poet explains the hardships he faces. "I am
counted among those who go down to the pit; I am like one without
strength. I am set apart with the dead, like the slain who lie in the grave,
whom you remember no more, who are cut off from your care.'(Ps 88: 4-5).
The poet pleads to God to deliver him from the circumstance hard enough
for him almost to die. "You have taken from me my closest friends and
have made me repulsive to them. I am confined and cannot escape;'(Ps
88:8). The petition of the poet who is in the situation of difficulties and
pains of all the human relationships disconnected seems to be natural in a
way. However, because we can lose hope when we face difficulties, the first
prayer in Psalm 88, which surrenders his own heart to God, can be a lesson
to instruct us to submit the heart to God. "I call to you, Lord, every day; I
spread out my hands to you."(Ps 88:9b). The poet confesses in the second
prayer he prayed to God everyday. "Do you show your wonders to the
dead? Do their spirits rise up and praise you? Is your love declared in the
grave, your faithfulness in Destruction?"(Ps 88:10-11). Scholars refer to this
expression as a “rhetorical question” whose form is a question but content
is not a question. If you go through the process of interpretation in which
you change the positive into the negative, the interrogative into the em-
phatic usage of the declarative, it means 'the lovingkindness of God can
not be declared in the grave. Because lovingkindness' means God is sure
to keep his promises, after the first prayer in which he describes his situa-
tion before God, the poet strongly asks God to deliver him in his second

prayer.

“But I cry to you for help, Lord; in the morning my prayer comes before
you.”(v.18). According to the characteristics of lament, the poets confesses
his trust in God through his third prayer. The poet expected God to re-
spond to his own prayers. "Why, Lord, do you reject me and hide your face
from me?"(v.14). However, contrary to his expectation, God discarded the
soul of the poet and hid the face of the Lord from him. "Your wrath has
swept over me; your terrors have destroyed me. All day long they surround
me like a flood; they have completely engulfed me."(vs17-18). The poet ex-
presses that the wrath of God, not the restoration, is taking him under-
neath the waters. "You have taken from me friend and neighbor—darkness
is my closest friend."(v.18). If we translate the original text directly, it means
'The one whom I know is darkness., but darkness means the very death so
it can be an expression that God threw me away into death. Since the poet
was a man of faith who knew God, knew God's grace, enjoyed intimacy
with God, realized the lovingkindness of the Lord, and prayed day and
night, Psalm 88 makes believers very embarrassed. Therefore, some Bible

scholars refer to this Psalm as 'The Darkest Psalm.

The meaning of Psalm 88

If so, why did God give us Psalm 88? Why is Psalm 88 called a psalm
which gave lots of ancestors of faith comforts and challenges? There are
times when circumstances of Psalm 88 come to us in our lives. God seems
not to respond to the prayer and we sometimes experience wilderness and
'a dark night of the soul' in which our entire lives seem to shake. In these

circumstances, Psalm 88 is meaningless to the one who thinks the relation-

Sermon in English Translation

Meet the King of Peace

(Psalm 88:13-18)

Rev. Hee Seok Kim

ship between God and himself is not so important. However, to those who
experience and believe the living God is my God, my savior, and my lead-
er, the circumstances of Psalm 88 are unbearable. Because they cannot feel
the Lord of love, cannot understand the lead of the Lord, they lament like
the poet, "Darkness is my closest friend". The first method to understand
Psalm 88 is to interpret it in organical connection with the New Testament.
In the period of the New Testament appears Jesus, the only one who en-
joyed the most intimate relationship with God. By the way, God aban-
doned the Son, Jesus, made him hang on the cross, treated him as a sinner,
and let him go down to death. Accordingly, Psalm 88 can be said to be a
song of Jesus that was composed in order to be sung by him on the cross.
The second method is that God the Father took away His lovingkindness
from Jesus the Son. Because lovingkindness means never abandoning, the
fact that God abandoned Jesus is the conceptual contradiction. Neverthe-
less, the reason God took away his lovingkindness from Jesus and made
him die on the cross was to keep His lovingkindness toward us and pour

lovingkindness on us.

Because it was composed to be sung by Jesus and it is the word of the Bi-
ble given to us, Psalm 88 is the word of comfort saying 'It's all right to
weep. Come boldly to me.! Because Jesus sang the song first, we can have
hope with the faith that the lovingkindness of Jesus has been given to us in
the midst of despairs, pains, wails, and laments and that His lovingkind-
ness will be with us forever. Because Jesus already finished all, we can ob-
tain the strength to start over with courage. Even weeping becomes hope,
we can take a step again in the midst of prayers. This is what a young evan-
gelist came to me and told me after sharing Psalm 88 when I was studying
abroad in Chicago much more than a decade ago. "I was in the deep and
intimate grace of God, but since a few years ago I haven't felt God. I felt as
if God abandoned me. However, through the word of Psalm 88 I came to
know I had to change my thought. I could see the love of God has been
given through the crucifixion of Jesus even though it is invisible to my
eyes. From now on, I'd like to allow the truth of the Gospel, not my emo-
tion, to lead my living. I will start again." I remember the face of this young
man saying this was full of the light of grace of Jesus. Dear my beloved be-
lievers, God is calling us now. He is stretching out his hands of grace to us.
‘The King of Peace' in the title of sermon is the very Triune God. God the
Father who sent His Son for us, the Son Jesus who died on the cross in per-
son for us, God the Holy Spirit who is still with us and provides us with
new strengths and abilities meets us with shalom and peace of God. Let's
hold His hands and live precious and meaningful lives as people of the
Heavenly Kingdom. I bless in the name of Jesus that you will meet the King
of Peace, go back with His love in your heart, exert your strength again
with the Lord and begin the life of faith again.
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