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Sermon for next week

BE FRUITFUL

(Matthew 21:42-44)

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:™ ‘The stone the builders rejected has

become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes?’

esus asked the chief priests,

Pharisees. and elders whether or not
they had read their Bible, “Did you
never read in the Scriptures, “The stone
which the builders rejected. This
became the chief corer stone; This
came about from the Lord, And it is
marvelous in our eyes™ (v. 42)? He
bombasted these high religious
officials with this question by pointing
out how they had thrown away the
most important element in their lives

in favor of other things. Have you read
your Bible? Are you discarding the

n your life only
nonsense? God

most important thing

to pick-up materi
made available the most valuable thing
for you through the Bible. Is it really
wonderful for your eyes?

Jesus quoted this exact verse from
Psalm 118 3. “The stone which
the builders rejected has become the
chief corner stone: This is the Lord’s

doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” Is
this true? Do you believe it? People
say they are believers but many don’t
really believe that Jesus Christ is the
precious cornerstone. This most
important stone which is the Word of
God they throw away. We're not just
talking about servants of God, but also
about officers of the church like you
see intoday’s Bible ver

Jesus led into today’s me:
the parable about the landowner and

age with

vine-growers. The landowner rented

out his property to some v
who refused to pay him his share. The

e-ETOWers

vine-growers beat. stoned, and killed
two groups of slaves that the
landowner sent to colleet his produce,
“But afterward he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son™ (v.
37). Unfortunately, they killed his son.
The vine-growers represented the
leaders of the Jews, and often most of
the people 0o, who rejected the slaves,
the Old Testament  prophets, and who
would shortly crucify the Son. These
servants of God threw away the Word
of God. They killed the Son of their
Master. Now, they say there is no Son,
and everything belongs to them. The

Bible tells us that because of their
rejection everything is now for us!

The Jews, the original builders,
threw away the most important stone.
they had a great
responsibility. but they rejected the
Word of God. God particularly

As leaders

communicated His laws to Israel, thus
distinguishing her from all other
He has not dealt thus with
any nation: And as for His ordinances,
they have not known them” (Ps.
147:20). He specially loved and cared
for the Israelites. He expressly loves

nations,

you, but you still throw away the most
important stone in your life by
ignoring, pushing aside, and discarding
His Word over your way. Even though
the highest priests, Pha and
scribes killed Jesus on the cross
Calvary. God still made Him the
cornerstone. God made. Him the
Messiah. The real sad thing is, “He
came to His own, and those who were

ces

at

His own did not receive Him"™ (In.
1:11). Isn’t this true? How does it
apply to you? When your mind is on
more important things and you don’t
read your Bible, are you rejecting

Him? Jesus has v
even though the Israelites rejected the
Messiah, He became the Messiah,
“Therefore I say to you. the
kingdom of God will be taken away

tory at the cross,

from you and given to a nation
producing the fruit of it” (v. 43), When
you reject the Son, you lose big time!
Other people will receive the awesome
blessings you have refused. This is
God's eyes! He's saying that He leaves

it up to you to live with His Word or
not. It's your choice. You can’t have it
bath ways. You either live for money
or your live for His Word. God wants
your spirit to be fruitful. “Do homage
to the Son, that He not become angry,
and you perish in the way, For His
wrath may soon be kindled. How

- blessed are all who take refuse in Him

(Ps. 2:12)! Amen! Love Jesus, not the
things of this world. If you do things
your own way, you will die in that
way. Do you realize how much God

truly loves you? Do you fully
understand the depth of His love for
you through Jesus Christ? Submit to
God. kiss His Son, not the things of
this world.

If you live with His Word your
heart will have peace, “Rejoice and be
glad. for your reward in heaven is
great; for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were
before you™ (Mt. 5:12). Why worry
about worldly things when heavenly
blessings are upon you? Yes, this
earthly life will be difficult as a
Christian but don’t dismay! This life is
temporary, short lived. Heaven is your
eternal
destination! Live for heaven and your

home. Heaven is your
soul will be forever delighted. You will
be totally gratified in your daily living!

“Therefore thus says the Lord God,
‘Behold, I am laying in Zior
tested stone. A costly c
the foundation, firmly placed. He who
believes in it will not be disturbed' (Is.
28:16). Do you understand? Jesus is

a stone, a

one for

the stone which was rejected by the
Israelites, the builders, but which
became the chief corner stone (see
Acts 4:11). God laid the stone,
“Behold, 1 lay in Zion a stone of
stumbling and a rock of offense, And
he who believes in Him will not be
disappointed” (Rom. 9:33). | hope
your dwelling is built with the only
cornerstone that upholds God. In the
figure of the church as a temple, Christ
is the comer stone, the apostles and
New Testament prophets are the
foundation, and each Christian is a
stone in the building, “having been
built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself
being the corner stone™ (Eph. 2:20).
Amen! Christ is the comnerstone, not
money, not anything else! He is a
“stone of stumbling and a rock of
offense” to unbelievers.

My dear friends. this church has to
relate with Jesus Christ. We have to
proclaim His amazing resurrection,
ascension, and the sending of His Holy
Spirit. We have to glorify God in

Christ Jesus! We have to live with the
Holy Spirit in our heart instead of the
lust for money, power, and reputation.
We need to be rich and powerful with
Jesus in our hearts. We have to be
humble. not showing how hard we
work or how much we get paid. You
can't calculate your riches. The real
calculation is what kind of life you live
with your pure faith. Be fruitful!

There are a lot of spiritual leaders
who confess that they believe in God
the Father, Son. and Holy Spirit. They
can recite the words to the Apostles
Creed, but are they really responsible
with their faith in His Word? How
fruitful are they? Do their words and
ly reflect God's actions?
Too many church leaders and church
members throw away God’s Word, His
stone. It's so sad. How often do we
throw away the precious stone from

behaviors

our daily lives, and calculate over
money, popularity, and material
“Oh Lord,
forgive me. Let my life be filled with
your Holy Spirit. Help me to die on the
cross and become alive with Your
hurting hands. Let Your hand touch me

enjoyment? Let’s pray,

and make me as your instrument, Let
me bear fruit, the Holy Spirit’s fruit. |
can’t do it myself Lord, only you are
willing and able. 1 believe in Your

power. Please control my whole life,
my will, my destiny. Everything is
Yours Lord. Let me have peace, even
though | may have no money—no
food, shelter; or clothing, let me have
You. Let me have the enjoyment that
comes from knowing You and
crucifying all my eager desires.

There's only one way to produce
godly fruit and that comes through
your faith in Jesus Christ. You need the
Word of God more than you need
anything else in this life. You need it o
live! Earthly food only sustains the
body but heavenly food sustains your
soul. Eat heavenly food so you can be
fruitful and your eyes can marvel at
how spectacular God’s comerstone is
in your life. f
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