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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

GO TELL HIS DISCIPLES THE GOOD NEWS

“'Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn foward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary came to look at the grave. “And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. - ©“He is not here, for He has
risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. 7 “Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has
risen from the dead; and behold, He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see Him;
behold, I have told you.”(Matthew 28:1~7)

hree days after Jesus died on the cross, a huge earthquake

struck the earth and an angel came down from heaven and
rolled away the stone that covered Jesus' tomb. The angel of the
Lord sat on top of the large stone, waiting for Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary to come, so that he could deliver the good
news. The Bible tells us that the angel's appearance was “like
lightning, and his clothing as white as snow."{v. 3) The speed of
lightning is very fast, so the angel's heavenly powers were quick
and efficient. Traveling down from heaven, shaking the earth, and
rolling away a tombstone all the while keeping his clothes
sparkling white was not a difficult task for God's angel. The
Roman soldiers who guarded Jesus' tomb went into shock when
they saw all that happened, “The guards shook for fear of him
and became like dead men."(v. 4) The reality of the moment was
too much for them. Jesus Christ’s resurrection was real. The
word ‘resurrection’ itself is one of the most miraculous words,
Can you imagine the power involved with overcoming death? In
today's Bible passage, the first herald of good news comes from
God's angel to the ears of women.

God's angel sat in front of an empty tomb! Everyone expected a
dead body; especially the women who were coming to Jesus'
tomb with their prepared spices. In an instant, heaven opened
and God sent down His angel to roll away the tombstone. The
earth shook because Jesus Christ had risen. The Roman soldiers
froze in fear. Do you believe it? The angel said to the women,
"Do not be afraid; for | know that you are looking for Jesus who
has been crucified.” (v. 5) These women were locking for a dead
body, but instead met an angel of the Lord. The angel told them
straight away, “He is not here."(v. 6) Is not that wonderful news?
The first thing the women heard was that Jesus Christ's tomb
was empty and not to worry.

Ged's angel told the women, “He has risen."(v. 6) These
beautiful women received the‘greatest news this world could
ever hope for. The news given by an angel was amazing. His
clothing was as white as snow. His words were not loud, but
they were powerful. Christ’s resurrection was for our justification,
"He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and
was raised because of our justification.”(Rom. 4:25) Qur sins
bring us to death, but Jesus’ death brings us hope for eternal life.
1 Corinthians 15:17~19 says, “and if Christ has not been raised,
your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also
who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have hoped

in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.” If
Christ had not resurrected there would be no hope, no chance for
salvation, but the angel said to the women, “He is risen!”

God's angel proclaimed, “He is not here, for He has risen, just
as He said."”(v. 8) Who is He? He is God, the King of all kings and
the Lord of all lords. During His earthly ministry, He told the
Jews, "Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it
up.“(Jn. 2:19) God's angel said, “Remember how He spoke to
you while He was still in Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must
be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and
the third day rise again.”(Lk. 24:6&7) The women now
remembered. Jesus knew His fate, He understood the purpose
of the cross, “For this reason the Father loves Me, because | lay
down My life so that | may take it again.”(Jn. 10:17) The angel
believed Jesus’ words from the first. He knew in his heart the
truth. He told the women that Jesus already explained this good
news, so of course the tomb was going to be empty because
Jesus said He would rise again in three days. He did rise! He is
alive. He is the Savier God. This is the good news!

Lastly, the angel of God said, “Go quickly and tell His disciples
that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going ahead of
you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, | have told
you.”(v. 7) For over three years Jesus' disciples heard his sermon
so many times, and they believed Him and followed Him, yet
when the cross came they stopped believing. The sight of death
weakened their faith. Even though they saw Jesus raised Lazarus
from the grave, they could not understand why Jesus did not
save Himself from the cross. Death is a powerful adversary, but
Jesus defeated death. God's angel asked the women to “go
quickly” to spread this good news. There was no time for
disbelief and questions. Now was the time to act in faith. Jesus’
disciples needed to hear this news. They needed to meet the
resurrected Jesus, so that He could give them His great
commission.

My dear friend, the good news that these women received is
the same good news delivered to you. It is a wonderful message.
It is an unchangeable message. It is the message of salvation.
This is the message you need to receive and pass on. Jesus
Christ is alive. He rose from the dead and ascended into heaven.
He is the Savior. Sacrificial death of Jesus was accepted by God,
and His miraculous resurrection allows God's grace to touch
everyone who believes in Him. Do you believe in Him? 4
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