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Sermon for Next Sunday

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

LET US ARISE AND GO UP TO BETHEL

WThen God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and live there, and make an altar there to God,

who appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau.” - “So they gave to Jacob
all the foreign gods which they had and the rings which were in their ears,
and Jacob hid them under the oak which was near Shechem, ®As they journeyed,
there was a great terror upon the cities which were around them,
and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob.
(Genesis 35:1~5)

acob, the son of Isaac and Rebekah, and the patriarch of

Israel, had a troubled life. After deceiving his brother and
father, he was forced to leave his homeland of Canaan because
his twin brother, Esau, planned to kill him once their father died.
On his journey to stay with his uncle Laban, his mother's
brother, God met him in a dream. God confirmed to Jacob the
Abrahamic covenant and also added the promises of giving and
returning him to the land he now stood upon, and His presence
with Jacob, wherever Jacob would go(Gen. 28:13~15). Jacob
named the place where this happened Bethel, “He called the
name of that place Bethel; however, previously the name of the
city had been Luz"(Gen. 28:19). Bethel means house of God.
After working, marrying, and having children in his uncle’s land,
Jacob was called by God to return to Canaan. Jacob came back
to the land of Canaan, but not to the place of Bethel. While he
dwelt in Shechem, two of his sons massacred and looted the
city over their sister Dinah's defilement. Their actions caused
serious trouble for Jacob. He was afraid that the other cities of
Canaan would retaliate and destroy him and his household. He
was in trouble again.

In his trouble, God called Jacob to go back to Bethel, “Then
God said to Jacob, ‘Arise, go up to Bethel and live there, and
make an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you fled
from your brother Esau’“(Gen. 35:1). God called the wanderer to
return. He called Jacob back to a place of dedication. Ged calls
us to return to Him, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and | will give you rest”(Mt. 11:28). Bethel was the first
place that Jacob rested on his journey away from Canaan. He
met God there, and heard His voice and saw heaven and earth
joined together by a ladder with angels coming up and down. It
was here that God gave Jacob His promises. It was here that
Jacob gave God his vows. Jesus wants us to come back to our
place of commitment. He wants us to dwell with Him in God's
grace. Please open your heart and mind to hear God's call.

In his trouble, Jacob consecrated his life, "So Jacob said to his
household and to all who were with him, ‘Put away the foreign
gods which are among you, and purify yourselves and change
your garments'”(Gen. 35:2). Jacob's conviction to go to Bethel
brought action. He heard God's voice and decided to cleanse
himself and his household. His motives were so sincere that he
even instructed his family to change their clothes! As God's

children, we need to honestly look at our daily lifestyles and
change things. We need to get rid of the strange plans,
attitudes, and words that have crept into our lives. We need to
sanctify ourselves for God's work. Are you convicted enough to
make a change? Please make sure that your position in Christ is
holy.

In his trouble, Jacob listened to God, "and let us arise and go
up to Bethel, and | will make an altar there to God, who
answered me in the day of my distress and has been with me
wherever | have gone”(Gen. 35:3). Jacob followed God's word.
He wanted to worship God. He wanted to dedicate himself to
God. He wanted to see and meet God, and do what God
wanted him to do. He acted personally and publicly. He had no
shame. He knew that he had made a mistake. He didn't wallow
in self-pity and guilt, but rather repented and moved toward
God. He honored God and acknowledged His presence in his
life. Do you listen and go after God? Do you remember that
Jesus is always with you? Jesus says, “If anyone wishes to
come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross
and follow Me"(Mt. 16:24). Please listen to God and remember
He is always with you.

In his trouble, God blessed Jacob. God knew Jacob’s heart.
God saw Jacob's actions. God heard Jacob's prayer. The Bible
tells us, “So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods which they
had and the rings which were in their ears, and Jacob hid them
under the oak which was near Shechem. As they journeyed,
there was a great terror upon the cities which were around
them, and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob”(Gen. 35:4~5).
God made the pathway to Bethel safe for Jacob and his family.
The impact of Jacob's return was amazing! God is always with
His children. There is not a trouble in the world that can block
His blessing. Please turn to God and trust Him.

My dear friend, since Christ resurrected we can look forward
to our resurrection. This is @ beautiful goal. Please watch over
your family life and give up your strange ambitions and gods.
Even if you have enemies within your community, do not be
afraid to go up to God in Christ Jesus. Jesus is calling us back to
Bethel, and responding will impact others for God. Let us
practice our faith, for Jesus is alive and He promises to
resurrect us to eternal life in heaven. Let us rise and go up to
Jesus Christ. Amen. 4
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