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Sermon for Next Sunda

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

THE GRACE OF GOD HAS APPEARED

“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men.”
(Titus 2:11)

he appearance of God's grace is an amazing miracle. People

cannot only see it, but also can actually experience it. God's grace
brings salvation to all people, which means everyone can take it. It is
not specialized for a particular group or individual, but generalized for
all human beings, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life”(Jn. 3:16). This is the gift of God. Do you understand what
the grace of God means? The grace of God is the Lord Jesus Christ.
Do you know who rebels, curses, and opposes God? Do you know
who sins against God, and lives an ungodly life? Do you know who is
lonely, empty, and powerless? Do you know who lacks love and is in
need? Do you know who is without purpose and meaning?

In our world, there are Christians teaching others that if you live a
good life, if you do many gooed things, then salvation can be yours.
They think you can earn salvation. This is not true. Humans are unable
to save themselves. There is no amount of money, good deeds, or
honor to do this job. Only God can save humans through His Son, His
gift, Jesus Christ. God's grace, the Lord Jesus Christ, reaches down to
those who have rejected God by doing their own things and living
their own ways. His grace reaches down to those who ignore and
neglect God, who pay little to no attention to what God says. His
grace, the gift of His Son to this world, is not deserved. There is no
one, dead or alive, who deserves God's grace. No one deserves the
favor of salvation that is in Christ Jesus. God's grace is not merited.
This is an important point for three very specific reasons.

First, all humans come short of God's glory in that we sin. Romans
3:23 clearly says, "for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.” Sin makes it impossible to reach God. For instance, if you fly
from Seoul to New York, you will probably travel over fifteen hours on
an airplane. This is a great distance, but that same airplane cannot
come close to arriving in heaven. It is the same with human beings.
Isaiah 53:6 says, "All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has
turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to
fall on Him." Isaiah 64:6 further says, "For all of us have become like
one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy
garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the
wind, take us away.” My friend, there is not even one righteous man
in the whale world, not even one worthy of a moment of recognition.
No one seeks God, no one understands God, and all the ways of men
apart from Jesus are worthless. There is no one who does good, not
even one. Sin turns our mouths into poison through bitterness,
cursing, and angry words. Sin makes our feet run toward ruin and
misery. Sin covers the way of peace, and the fear of God, which is
why sinners, human beings, cannot reach God's grace alone. Until the
problem of sin is resolved, no one can reach God's grace.

Second, death cannot reach God's glory. God is eternal; we are not.
God's nature is eternity. Qur nature is short. All humans must confront
death. Everyone has to go there. We all have to go through the
terrible, agonizing experience of death. Romans 5:12 says,
"Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all
sinned.” If you die, how can you go to eternal heaven? You need
eternal life. Romans 6:23 says, "For the wages of sin is death, but the

free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Hebrews 2:27
says, "And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after
this comes judgment.” Death brings judgment, not heaven. 1 Peter
1:24 says, "For all flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of
grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls off.” This is human life.
Psalm 89:48 asks, “What man can live and not see death? Can he
deliver his soul from the power of Sheol?” No one controls death, but
God. No one can defeat death, but God. "All go to the same place. All
came from the dust and all return to the dust”(Eccl. 3:20).

Third, we come short of God's glory in that we have violated the law
of heaven, and therefore are doomed to the prison and judgment of
hell. Humans are destined for hell, unless the grace of God saves us,
When we die we do not'cease to exist. We exist forever. The bare
fact that we come short of God’s glory makes us short of heaven. We
are not perfect; therefore, we are not fit to live in a perfect place, like
heaven. We are condemned and judged to live outside of heaven,
away from God's presence in a place called hell. There, we must
always remember why. If we chose to live without God in this present
world, then we condemn ourselves to live without God in the next
world. If we reject this privilege of living with God in this world, then
we reject the right to live with God in heaven. Matthew 10:28 says,
"Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” The
Lord will say, "Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire
which has been prepared for the devil and his angels,” to all humans
who rejected His gift. When the Lord Jesus reveals Himself from
heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, He will be "dealing out
retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus"(2 Thes. 1:8).

God's grace is the Gospel, the good news of the Lord Jesus Christ
who brings salvation to all people. This is God's great gift, His Son,
who delivers us from sin, death, and hell. There is no excuse. David
the adulterer and murderer and Paul the murderer, received God's
grace. At this very moment, Ged's grace is here in this beautiful
sanctuary, ready for you to take. He is knocking at your heart's door.
Now is the time to take it. Your flesh has the chance to see the
salvation of God (see Lk. 3:6). God promises that everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved (see Acts 2:21). “For the
Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.’
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord
is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; for whoever
will call on the name of the Lord will be saved”(Rm. 10:11-13), Amen.

As we begin the year 2005, | hope that every member of our church
has selected God's grace. | do not want one, single person who has
heard this message today to experience eternal death because of their
sin. All you have to do is call Jesus, and confess your sin to Him
because He died for you. He will have an eternal home made ready
just for you. If you are short, if you cannot reach the glory of Ged, you
will have a terrible, terrible curse. Please take this great opportunity,
which is the grace of God. It is so simple, all you have to do is open
your mouth and confess that you are a sinner in need of salvation
from your sins. Pray, “Lord come to me, | need your grace.”
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