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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

RECAPTURING PENTECOST

“So then, those who had received his word were baptized;
and that day there were added about three thousand souls.
“>They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
(Acts 2:41~42)

riginally, Pentecost was the fourth of the annual feasts of the
Jews, after Passover, Unleavened Bread, and First Fruits, It fell
fifty days after First Fruits. It was on the day of Pentecost when the
Holy Spirit came down upon Jesus' disciples. This great event
marked the beginning, the birth day, of the Church. The true Church
is founded upon the Lord Jesus Christ, and it is continually built upon
by the Holy Spirit until Christ's return. Pentecost was not the start of
a denomination, but the beginning of Christian faith. After Christ’s
resurrection, the Bible gives clever accounts of His appearing to His
disciples. Right before His ascension, Jesus commissioned them
saying, "but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the
earth”(Acts 1:8). Ten days after His disciples heard this commission
and witnessed His ascension, while they were waiting and praying in
Mark's upper room, the Holy Spirit came. Let's recapture the work of
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost
The work of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost had to do with
conversion. Today's Bible verses begin, "“So then, those who had
received his word were baptized; and that day there were added
about three thousand souls”{Acts 2:41). Three thousand people had
gladly received God’'s grace through Peter's sermon. Their
conversion, initial acceptance of the gospel, wasn't due to Peter’s
great preaching abilities, but solely the work of the Holy Spirit. All
real conversions are the work cf the Holy Spirit, not the result of any
human ability. Titus 3:5 reminds us of this, "He saved us, not on the
basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according
to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the
Holy Spirit.” These three thousand souls had previously rejected
Christ. In fact, they were the ones who hated Him, but now through
the work of the Holy Spirit they loved God's gracious provision of
salvation. Peter preached, "Men of Israel, listen to these words:
Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and
wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst,
just as you yourselves know—this Man, delivered over by the
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross
by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. But God raised
Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was
impossible for Him to be held in its power”(Acts 2:22~24). These
religious men had stood in the presence of Jesus Himself and
witnessed His ministry, but did not receive Him. Their denial was so
severe that they had Him crucified. It wasn't until the Holy Spirit
touched their hearts on the day of Pentecost that Jesus became
their Savior. So, the good news is that no one is too far gone for the
Holy Spirit to reach.
The work of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost included public
witness. Today's opening Bible verse says, "So then, those who had
received his word were baptized; and that day there were added

about three thousand souls”{Acts 2:41). Baptism is a public
confession. Salvation takes place in the heart, but we confess
openly in baptism. Baptism is the public witness of our identification
with Christ. Believers are baptized in the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. It's the Holy Spirit that moves one to this
act of obedience. Before Peter’s sermon, these three thousand souls
were in a hostile atmosphere. They were confused, but after hearing
Peter’'s sermon their minds cleared up. The Holy Spirit straightened
out everything. Everyone who chooses baptism is in good company.
Jesus chose it, Paul chose it, and the three thousand converted
souls chose it. The Holy Spirit gives public expression to the gospel
through us.

The work of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost also produced
Christian growth. The second verse of today's Bible verse says,
“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer”(Acts 2:42). These blessed people began to truly love one
another and to share their Christian faith. Believers are not saved
just once or escape from hell just once, but rather are continually
saved each moment, whether sleeping, working, or playing.
Sanctification is an ongoing process. The Holy Spirit continually
teaches us. Jesus told His disciples, "l will ask the Father, and He
will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does
not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides
with you and will be in you. -+ But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all that | said to you”(Jn. 14:16~17,26).
The Holy Spirit is in each believer and helps them to live as God's
child. He equips, encourages, and edifies us. He teaches us “all”
things. He refreshes our memory concerning God's Word. He
comforts us during our times of need. The Holy Spirit leads us to
higher ground all the time.

My dear friends, today is Pentecost Sunday. Let's recapture the
power and presence of the Holy Spirit by denying ourselves, taking
our crosses, and following Jesus. When we do this, His directions
become clear and His will becomes our own. We can only live under
God's will and walk His narrow path to heaven with the help of His
Holy Spirit. He makes victory possible in this world. What a blessing
that we are not alone! God is always with us and His Holy Spirit
always helps us. What a great day! The work of the Holy Spirit is so
amazing. Please let the Holy Spirit open your heart to receive God's
Word. Let Him nurture your soul and lead you into public witness.
He will open your spiritual eyes and make God's doings known to
you. Like a gardener, who diligently fertilizes and waters the flowers,
so too will the Haly Spirit care for your soul. If you listen to His voice,
He will grow you into a beautiful human being that can be planted in
heaven forever. Amen. 4
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