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| sermon for Next Sunday |

GOD’S PROMISE FULFILLED

9 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. "And Joseph her husband,

being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly - “*Now all this
took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ** “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL
BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,”
which translated means, “GOD WITH US.” (Matthew 1:18~23)

uring this Christmas season, as you open your Bible to read
D the Christmas message, please take some time to consider
the miracle of Jesus' birth. It was truly an amazing and wonderful
event that changed history forever. Today's Bible passage explains,
“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she
was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit"(Mt. 1:18). Never
before, nor ever again, will such a miracle occur. No human can
duplicate God's miraculous work. God planned this special miracle
long ago, so that His love and grace could come to you. Let us now
reflect on the deep and powerful meanings of Jesus Christ's virgin
birth.

God is a great promise maker. He created the entire universe with
His word, but He formed man from mud with His hands. After
Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, God designed a
redemption plan. He told the serpent, “And | will put enmity
Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her
seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on
the heel”(Gen. 3:15). God promised a redeemer, namely Jesus
Christ, to deal a dead blow to Satan’'s head at the cross, while Satan
would bruise Christ's heel by causing Him to suffer. In other words,
the work of the enemy would be undone by Jesus. God loves the
world and His love caused Him to provide a Savior for sinners, "Far
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life”(Jn.
3:16). God's love provided a redeemer. His grace brought salvation
to all those who didn't deserve it. Through the virgin mother’s birth
would be announced the coming of the Redeemer, “Therefore the
Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child
and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel“(ls. 7:14). God
promised a Redeemer through a virgin mother long ago, and when
the time was near for Jesus to be born, the Bible says, “Now all this
took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet: ‘BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND
SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME
IMMANUEL," which translated means, 'GOD WITH US'"(Mt.
1:22~23). God fulfilled His promise on Christmas day.

Ged is a great problem solver. The angel of the Lord told Joseph,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife;
for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit
She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will
save His people from their sins”(Mt. 1:20~21). The promise of

redemption called for a Savior, who was to be born of a virgin.
Consider again the creation of Adam and Eve and how God made
them with His hands from mud, but now how He made Jesus from
a virgin and the Holy Spirit. All people since that time came by
procreation, but Jesus Christ came through a virgin by the Holy
Spirit, “For nothing will be impossible with God"(Lk. 1:37). Anything
can happen with God. Christ's virgin birth tells us that God is big
enough to solve all our problems. There is nothing too big or too
small for Him to handle. You can confidently place your soul in His
hands.

God is a great peace maker. Through the virgin birth, God made a
way to be with us. ‘Immanuel’ means God with us. After sin
separated us from God, God created Jesus to unite us. The virgin-
born Savior redeemed us at the cross. The angels sang on the day
of His birth, “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace
among men with whom He is pleased”(Lk. 2:14). God's message of
peace is found in Jesus. Philippians 4:4~7 says, “Rejoice in the Lord
always; again | will say, rejoice! Let your gentle spirit be known to all
men. The Lord is near. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.” When you bring your all and fully surrender to Jesus, God's
peace will befall you. Peace on earth will come when Christ returns
to reign, "For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us;
And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince
of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His government or
of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish
it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this”(Is.
9:6~7). Jesus is the only One who can bring you peace in the fullest
sense of wholeness, prosperity, and tranquility. You can experience
His peace now, and one day soon the whole world will experience it
as well.

My dear friend, the miraculous virgin birth of Jesus Christ explains
God's great promise, His great ability to solve problems, and His
great peace. If you are humble, when you look at the virgin birth you
will find God's message. No human being, just God, could make
such a creation. Please come to Jesus Christ with faith and seek
real peace. Share His gospel and His peace with everyone in this
Christmas season. Amen. |
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