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The book of wisdom, Proverbs, mainly deals with the relationship be-
tween God and people and things. Words and behaviors of wise men make
surroundings composed, fit well with, and make harmony with them
through the insight of seeing what others cannot see. Particularly, since the
wisdom related to God had the greater power, Proverbs refers to all the parts
related to God as wisdom and explains men can acquire wisdom through
their relationship with God. Proverb 16, which shows the Bible's perspective
of life, distinguishes clearly the realm of God and that of men. "Mortals
make elaborate plans,'(v 1a). One of what men have to do is the plan of the
heart. The plan of the heart is to think of what one tries to do to a concrete
degree in one's heart. A certain exegete defines the plan of the heart as not
only the stage as much more concrete than brainstorming but also the
thought more completed than the half-baked idea. "A man's heart plans his
way"(v 9a). To plan his ways is also the realm of what man has to do. Way
means a detailed plan of activities regarding behaviors and directions. "The
lot is cast into the lap,'(v 33a). Lastly, casting the lot is a figurative expression
of determining a plan. The Bible also talks of the realm of God in contrast to
the realm of men. "but from the Lord comes the proper answer of the
tongue.'(v 1b). The proper answer of the tongue' implies the process through
which the thought in one's heart is embodied. In the process that the
thought in a man's heart is embodied, God removes the unnecessary part
and fulfills it. "but the Lord establishes their steps." God allowed men to plan
and establish their directions, but God should lead the steps taken in the
place of life in order for them to go on the right way. "but its every decision
is from the Lord."(v 83b). 'Decision' means the final and righteous verdict of
the judge, and the decision on which way to go is up to men but the work
through this is up to God. The correct discernment of what men have to do
and what God has to do is an important appearance of wisdom.

Plans of life entrusted to God

Humans live deciding according to their own plans and thoughts in the
scope God permitted, but the wiser way is entrusting the plans of their lives
to God who ultimately presides over the plans of life. Therefore, we should
live hard, but be open in order that we change our plans according to God's
will. "Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your
plans.'(v 3). When God works and leads what humans prepared and prac-
ticed, it will be firmly established. The Hebrew word for ‘commit’ means 'to
roll a big stone with making a sound until it reaches and is set before God.
Despite that we have to commit whatever we do to God to accomplish it, the
first reason that we don't do so is because of doubt and hesitation. Even
though we believe in the presence of God, committing everything to God is
likely to cause the doubtful heart to rise without our knowledge, and we are
also apt to hesitate whether we have to entrust whatever we do to the Lord. I
pray for the blessing that doubt and hesitation disappear from you will be
present to you. The second is spiritual laziness. Laziness makes your heart
hardened, and chronic laziness is fatal because Satan is apt to work. We just
can solve spiritual laziness, and if we are in a state where we do not entrust it
to God due to spiritual laziness, we can entrust it to God immediately right
now, so I pray in the name of the Lord that this work of blessing will be
present to us. Lastly, there are cases in which we do not entrust all of our
plans to God because of the fear, or discomfort that we are not likely to live
on our own liberties when we entrust every plan to God. But God did not
prohibit what we want and what we are pleased with. Rather, He ordered us
to make the plans of the heart, plan the way, and take charge of determining
to cast a lot for ourselves. Since it is not easy for us to do this work properly
in life, we should become believers who know how to entrust what belongs
to the domain of God to God. If lots of things are distorted in life, it's the

time when we should entrust them to God more thoroughly. When we have
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And Your Plans Will Be Established

(Proverbs 16:1-9)
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obediently entrusted the whole of our lives to God, we can see how God
changes and leads us within it. "All the ways of a man are pure in his own
eyes, but the LORD weighs the spirit.'(v 2). Even if a man thinks he himself
is pure, there can appear what can be disqualified when God inspects the
spirit. That's the reason why we have to recognize that though the plans of
the heart belong to humans, the proper answer is from God, though hu-
mans plan their ways, God sets their steps, and though I cast a lot, the deci-
sion is up to God. "When a man's ways please the LORD, he makes even his
enemies to be at peace with him."(v 7). When our lives please God, we can
make even the relationship with enemies peaceful, It is because a life that
pleases God is a life that is entrusted to God.

God's sovereignty and our free will

When ruling this world, God who has the absolute sovereignty and do-
minion over all things did not create humans the creature as robots or ma-
chines following the order of God. Rather, He gave humans free will and
permitted the partial commission of the right to live planning their lives for
themselves. The Bible expresses this as 'God regards the undeserved as His
co-worker), or 'the one who helps us. "So that we may boldly say, The Lord is
my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me."(Heb 13:6). The
proclamation of bold faith that the Lord is my helper and I will not fear hu-
mans is based on Psalm 118. "When hard pressed, I cried to the Lord; he
brought me into a spacious place. The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid.
What can mere mortals do to me? The Lord is with me; he is my helper. I
look in triumph on my enemies."(Ps 118:5-7). The poet sings God leads him
to hear the cry to God in a desperate suffering, leads him into a spacious
place, where there is awakening and a wide border of life is opening. This
can be said as a response of responses. I bless in the name of the Lord that
the depth of our faith reach here.

"The Lord has chastened me severely, but he has not given me over to
death."(Ps 118:18). The poet offers deep thanks and praises to God who raised
a soul from a hardship severe enough to death. The profession that God is
my helper does not mean that whatever situation I am in, God helps me un-
conditionally. The Bible says when the relationship between God and me is
made, and I offer perfect obedience before God, God holds up his two arms,
helps, and keeps his people. In the place where the sovereignty of God and
what humans should do encounter, the work takes place. In order that we
should perform the plans of the heart and the plan of our course and the
determination of casting a lot wisely, we not only need a firm relationship
with God but also depend on God more and more. Let's believe in God's
sovereign rule and that God is the owner of the whole world and also of my
life. Let's also believe in the fact that God gave us a duty to live the course
that God is pleased with. I bless in the name of the Lord whatever situation
we are in, you and I continue to live spreading seeds in that place.
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