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|| Sermon for Next Sunday |

EASTER

“us 9 “I'You know of] Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and [how] He
went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was with Him. **”’And we are
witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. And they also put Him to death by
hanging Him on a cross. “"”’God raised Him up on the third day, and granted that He should become visible, “"not
to all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, [that is,] to us, who ate and drank with Him
after He arose from the dead. “”And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the
One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. “”Of Him all the prophets bear witness
that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.”” (Acts 10:34-43)

Todav's Bible verses talk about a special meeting between Peter
and a man named Cornelius and his family. Cornelius was a
Gentile, a centurion of the Italian cohort, who lived in Caesarea,
which is about 30 miles north of Joppa, the place where Peter was
staying. He was a devout man, one who feared God with his entire
household, and gave much alms to the Jewish people and prayed to
God continually. One day, an angel of the Lord visited him-and told
him to send for Peter, which he did. As his servants approached
Joppa, Peter saw a vision from God concerning unclean animals, and
heard a voice that said to him, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat"(Acts.
10:13). Peter refused, so a voice came to him a second time saying,
“What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy”(Acts. 10:15).
This happened three times before the vision ascended into the sky.
Peter was greatly perplexed. As Cornelius’ men knocked at the door,
the Spirit told Peter to "accompany them without misgivings, for |
have sent them Myself”(Acts. 10:20). Peter invited the men in, gave
them lodging for the night, and the next day got up and went away
with them and some of the brethren from Joppa to Cornelius’ home
in Caesarea.

The case of Cornelius was the first of its kind and crucial to the
spread of Christianity. Jewish law forbade Jews and Gentiles to
worship together, as Peter explained to the people assembled at
Cornelius’ home, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man
who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet
God has shown me that | should not call any man unholy or
unclean”(Acts. 10:28). God bringing them together was a new
revelation. He wanted Peter to preach His word, which He sent to
the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ, to Gentiles.
When Peter opened His mouth to speak, he explained to them God's
plan through Jesus Christ. He said, "1 most certainly understand now
that God is not one to show partiality, but in every nation the man
who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him" (v
34&35). This was Peter's first time preaching the gospel of Jesus
Christ to Gentiles. They were eager to hear God's message, and he
was excited to give it. God prepared this special meeting for a
purpose, and that purpose is the meaning of Easter.

Peter began his first sermon to the Gentiles by highlighting the
events of the past. He told them straight away that the Jesus who
God anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power, the One from
Nazareth who went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil because God was with Him, died by hanging
on a cross. The people of Jerusalem, which included the Israelites,
Romans, and other Gentiles, had Him crucified. The high religious
officials wanted the Messiah, who had no sin, and whom all greatly
needed, killed. Peter's sermon emphasized the climax of sin. He

wanted to make sure that everyone understood the sinfulness of
human nature. He wanted them to understand the terrible
consequences of jealousy, hate, and pride.

The second part of Peter's sermon showed God's power of
resurrection, “God raised Him up on the third day”{v. 40). God hates
sin, and humans are sinners in need of God. The plan of the devil,
through human intervention, was to destroy God's plan. Jesus died,
so the devil's plan was a success. He did what he set out to do. He
accomplished his objective. He could do no more, but God leads the
orchestra. He is the great conductor who took the orchestra from its
worst condition, and changed it to make the most beautiful of music.
From the terror of the cross to the triumph of eternal life, the music
plays on. The devil's book is closed, but God’s book of glory is
eternal. He is in control of our life. Through Jesus Christ, the Lord
God allows eternal life to flow into poor sinful people. Peter’s
message explained all this, from the hanging on the cross to the
resurrection. God resurrected Christ, Christ resurrects believers, and
believers spread the news to unbelievers, so that they can receive
resurrection life. This is God's triumphal orchestra, where there is
forgiveness, and there is bright shining light from utter darkness.
This is best of love and mercy from God.

Peter's sermon did not end with the resurrection. His message
continued, “God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He
become visible, not to all the people, but to witnesses who were
chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with
Him after He arose from the dead” (vv. 40&41). God made witnesses
to proclaim this gospel. Those who saw and experienced the
resurrected Christ were “ordered to preach to the people and
solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by
God as Judge of the living and the dead" (v. 42). They met the Savior
and declared His gospel, which included His ascension, His sending
of the Holy Spirit, and His controlling of human hearts. They
understood that they were His chosen people sent to proclaim His
message, His love.

“Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name
everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins"(v. 43).
The eternal way is now open. There is forgiveness of sin and
restoration between God and man. Through Jesus Christ, we
become spiritually new, and receive His Holy Spirit, which gives us
the peace and power to witness His love to others. We can now
share what He did, what He does, what He is doing, and what He
will do. The Easter message is a wonderful blessing and opportunity.
The cross is there, the resurrection is there, and the witnesses are
there, where are you? Please stand and follow Jesus. Amen W
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