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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

FORGIVENESS

®And they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, “Take
courage, sori, your sins are forgiven.” - ©“But so that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins”— then He said to the paralytic “Get up, pick up your bed and go
home.” " And he got up, and went home. ® But when the crowds saw this, they were awestruck, and
glorified God, who had given such authority to men.(Matthew 9:2~8)

uring Jesus” earthly ministry, many people came to Him
Dseeking help. In today’s Bible passage, a paralytic lying on a
bed is brought before Him for healing. Four courageous men
carried the lame man to the roof, cut a hole in it, and lowered him
down next to where Jesus was standing.(Mk. 2:3~4) The crowds
around Jesus were so thick that these four men cleverly found a
way around them. Jesus did not mention their determination, love,
or sacrifice, but He did see their faith, “Seeing their faith, Jesus
said to the paralytic, "Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven."(v.
2) He did not 'speak to the faithful four, just the sick man. His
words were strange. The scribes in the crowd thought He was
blaspheming, and the paralytic probably was wondering inside how
in the world this guy could possibly know anything about his sins. |
am sure the great majority there that day were not interested in
Jesus forgiving this man’s sins, but rather in Him healing this
man's sickness. Jesus' viewpoint was that forgiveness of sins is
more important than healing sicknesses.

Jesus died on a cross to forgive sins. Most people want tangible
blessings, not hypothetical forgiveness of sin. Forgiveness of sin
does not seem to carry a lot of weight. It is not top priority, even
though it is most important to God. Our tendency is to seek God
first for health and wealth. We forget to think about our sins. The
church exists not to heal people but to forgive sin. The forgiveness
of sin is its number one concern. Jesus pointed this out and we
need to get it. This is a big deal! When you break an earthly law
and get caught, you have to pay a price. The courts do not forgive
you and send you on your way. You either pay a fine or spend
some time in jail. The same thing goes in personal relationships.
When someone sins against you, they need to do something good
in order for you to be friends again. Some of the scribes thought
Jesus was a blasphemer. Their reaction was caused by an
omission of any reference to repentance, good work, or any other
proof from the paralytic man that he was sorry. Jesus simply told
him, "“Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven.” (v. 2)

Jesus healed the paralytic man to prove that He has authority to
forgive sins. He told the scribes, “Which is easier, to say, "Your
sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk'?"But so that you
may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins—then He said to the paralytic, “Get up, pick up your bed and
go home." And he got up and went home." (vv. 5~6) It is obviously
easier to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,’ since the validity of the

statement cannot be tested as easily as saying to a paralytic ‘Get
up.’ Jesus showed His power to forgive sins. When the pharisees
and Sadducees came to John for baptism; he screamed and yelled
at them saying, "You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from
the wrath to come? “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with
repentance;(Mt. 3:7~8) In other words, John was telling them that
if they wanted to repent, they also needed to do something good.
This was John's message, but not Jesus. Jesus preached,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Mt. 4:17)

Throughout the Old Testament, God continually forgave His
people but His people were not serious. The same is true with
you. Jesus forgives your sins but you do not think your sins are
terrible and you keep doing them again and again. When you come
to Jesus, do you think about your sin or do you just focus on your
blessings? Matthew 6:14~15 say, “For if you forgive others for
their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But
if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your
transgressions. You must practice your faith, Jesus forgives your
sin, and so from your heart you must forgive others.(Mt. 18:35)
The paralytic could not walk, but the Bible tells us that we need to
walk with Jesus. How can you walk with Jesus? You walk by faith.
If you obey God that means that you walk in His way. Like the four
men, if you bring someone to Jesus in faith, He will forgive their
sin. Obedience means faith. Sin makes you incapable of walking in
His way, but your faith keeps you on His path. Faith gives you new
lite. When you walk by faith, your sins are forgiven. Jesus has the
authority to forgive your sins, “All authority has been given to Me
in heaven and on earth.”(Mt. 28:18) God will forgive every person
if they come to Him by faith

Jesus built His church here on earth. He gave it all His authority,
“Truly | say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been
bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall have been
loosed in heaven.(Mt. 18:18) His authority is not for bread and
money, but for the forgiveness of sins. He took the cross and paid
the price for all sin. He asks you to come to Him so that He can
give you rest. Thank Jesus for forgiving your sin, thank Jesus that
you can walk in God's way by faith, and thank Jesus that you have
the capability of bringing another soul to Him. Today is the second
Sunday of Lent. Please go to the cross and know that Jesus has
total authority to forgive your sins. Thank Him for this privilege.
Amen. d
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