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hen you carefully look at these Old

Testament Psalm verses, you can
see the main concern of missions. "“God
be gracious to us and bless us" refers to
the Israelites, God's chosen people, "And
cause His face to shine upon us" talks
about the light that always advances.
This light shines upon their faith, so that
their faith can shine upon others and God
and His salvation can be made known to
the entire world. The heart of the song
calls for God's people to praise Him, "Let
the peoples praise You, O 6od", and for
"all the peoples" of this earth to praise
Him. Jesus' great commission to us says,
"Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name’
of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that
I commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age"(Mft.
28:19-20). In essence, Jesus'
instructions for us are to " Go into all the
world and preach the gospel to all
creation"(Mk. 16:15). God's people
receive His light so that it can shine to
the ends of the earth. Jesus is the light.
He came to this earth to do God's will,
"For I have come down from heaven, not
to do My own will, but the will of Him who
sent Me"(In. 6:38). His will is for
Christians to follow Him in God's will.
This is the nature of God's great plan of
salvation.

The great commandment of Jesus to
Christians involves missions. This means
that the main concern of the Church is
missions. Sadly, most of the larger
churches in our world consider other
things more important. They give more
attention to running the church as a
corporation, raising money, administrative
tasks, and building concerns. Look at the
inside matters of Choong Hyun. We have
more than 60 assistant pastors whose job
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is to cover 20 different districts. We
have 70 elders. We have 24 different
Sunday school programs, 1600 Sunday
school teachers, and 1300 choir members.
Our restaurant takes care of 14,000
people. We have fundraisers and welfare
work. We have people to run our prayer
house, cemetery, and building
maintenance programs. We have financial
and administrative people. In addition, we
have thousands and thousands of
congregation members who need care.
Not only that, but we have wedding,
funeral, and baptismal duties. Where is
God's plan? Where is Jesus' great
commission? Only a few people go out
from among us. Only a few people care
about God's heart. So many churches
today only care about their own
discipleship. They only care about
increasing their church members. Let's
honestly and humbly come back fo God's
great plan.

The first thing we need to do is go.
The first part of God's plan involves
going! When God's face shines upon us
we can't go back, we have to go forward.
It's easier to do almost anything else in
the church. It's easier to serve on a
board. It's easier to give money to send
others. It's easier to nitpick and
grumble. Indeed, it's easier to be part of
a faction rather than to go into action.
When the church begins to go. I
sincerely believe that it will begin to
grow. Let's remember Romans 10:15,
"How will they preach unless they are
sent? Just as it is written, 'How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news of good things!""

The second thing we need to do is
weep. The second part of God's plan
includes weeping. Our hearts must be
right. If people go out without love or
conviction, if they truly aren't concerned
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GOD'S GREAT PLAN

(Psalm 67:1-3)

"God be gracious to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon
us--Selah. That Your way may be known on the earth,
Vour salvation among all nations. Let the peoples praise You,
O God: Let all the peoples praise You"

about lost souls then they shouldn't go.

We must not send out people because of
tradition, custom, or obligation. Our
hearts have to fake the cross. Jesus
took the cross, and before He did, He
prayed and cried. That's God's way! He
wants us to go crying because this kind of
crying heart always finds lost people.

The third thing we need to do is sow.
The third part of God's plan involves
sowing. The Bible teaches us that the
Word of God is like a precious seed that
bears four reactions: no response,
emotional response, worldly response, and
fruitful response (see Lk. 8:11-15; Mt,
13:18-23). Many churches go, but instead
of planting the Word of God they do lots
of other things. They give gifts, build
houses and hospitals, and teach secular
education. They don't teach Jesus
Christ. Where is God's light? What is
the lost soul supposed to do without the
light? Lost souls need the Word of God.
We can't ignore the lost soul. Our job is
to win souls! We have to teach the lost
about Jesus Christ. Those who aren't
concerned about Jesus Christ have no
light to shine. When the Word of God is
sown in a good soil, then the soul can
hear, understand, and bear fruit.

The final thing we need to do is reap.
The last part of God's plan involves
reaping. We must make every effort to
win people to Christ. We can't leave soul
winning to others. Luke 15:10 says, "In
the same way, I tell you, there is joy in
the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner who repents." Amen. Winning
souls brings present rejoicing and future
joy. When God's Word is planted in good
soil, it needs to be watered to grow roots.
We must water the seeds of God that
have been planted.

Where is your heart concerning God's
great plan? Are you concerned only with
Choong Hyun? Are you just centered on
your own business and family affairs?
Are you really listening to God's plan?
God saved you, His Son died for you, and
He asks you to follow His plan. Are you
going to join? Today's Bible verses sing
the words, "Let the peoples praise You, O
God; Let all the peoples praise You." How
can all the peoples praise Him without
hearing the gospel? Is your heart ready
and willing to go and spread the gospel? 1
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