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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

FAITH

“For by grace you have been saved through faith;

and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8)

'oday’s Bible verse says that God's grace brings salvation
Tthrough faith. Faith, like grace and salvation, is a gift of God. This
gift is something you receive from God, not something you can earn
or make yourself. When you receive faith, you have amazing joy,
deep peace, and wonderful hope. It is one of the most important
possessions of a believer. Through your faith, you know the love of
God. In the greeting of Peter's second letter, he addresses it to
“those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours”(2 Pet.
1:1). Faith is something received freely from God by all believers.
The Holy Spirit even enhances this gift to some (1 Cor. 12:9). As a
believer, how you hanidle your precious faith is very important.

You need to hold on tightly to your faith. Paul told Timothy,
“...some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their
faith”(1 Tim. 1:19). The enemy desperately tries to ruin your faith.
Your adversaries want you to fail. On Sundays, after you have heard
a nice Sunday sermon to help you through the week, as soon as
something happens you forget it. You need to realize this, so that
you can firmly hold on to your faith, “For this reason we must pay
much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not
drift away from it"(Heb. 2:1).

You need to use your faith. Jesus told His disciples, “Have faith in
God"(Mk. 11:22). You have to believe and trust God with your
whole heart. So often, people guestion why God has done this or
that, or why God made this or that. Their lines of inquiry into God's
reasons are usually negative, and lead them away from the truth. In
dealing with difficult, sad, or unfamiliar situations, you must use
your faith. When you use it, faith works. You can walk on water!
Remember that little David beat big Goliath. He did not hesitate to
beat the giant; he ran to meet him. Using your faith is essential to
victory.

You need to fight for the faith. Jude 3 says, “| felt the necessity to
write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all handed down to the saints.” You have to stand up
and earnestly agonize for the body of truth. Paul instructed Timothy,
“Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which
you were called, and you made the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses”(1 Tim. 6:12). Your enemies are the
demonic hosts of Satan, always assembled for mortal combat.
Ephesians 6:12 says, “For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world
forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in
the heavenly places.” All who live by faith will be persecuted (2 Tim.

3:12), but need not be defeated. Paul testified, "I have fought the
good fight, | have finished the course, | have kept the faith”(2 Tim.
4:7).

You have to follow in the footsteps of those who kept the faith,
“Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to
you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their
faith"(Heb. 13:7). Jesus said, "Follow Me, and | will make you
fishers of men”(Mt. 4:19). He also said, "If anyone wishes to come
after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow
Me" (Mk. 8:34). Following God's faithful servants develops your
faith. Paul was able to mentar Timothy, teaching him, “For the love
of money is a roct of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
griefs. But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness”
because he followed Jesus (1 Tim. 6:10&11).

You need to pray with faith. Mark 11:24 says, "Therefore | say to
you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have
received them, and they will be granted you.” Never doubt God'’s
power and promises, just believe in them. Praying in faith is so
powerful, "and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is
sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins,
they will be forgiven him"(Jas. 5:15). Please do not complain and
argue with life's circumstances, but pray in faith. If you fill your daily
life with criticism, grumbling, and whining, then you have no faith at
all. If the little things bring out the worst in you, then there is the
proof of your lack of faith and possession of your own desires.

You have to build-up your spiritual life upon the foundation of faith,
Jude 20,21 says, “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the
love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ to eternal life.” When your faith increases, anything that
happens to you, you can appreciate. This means that whether
things are up or down, you can explain and handle them by faith.
You can sing, pray, teach, and worship on a daily basis. As your faith
strengthens through practice, you can witness to your friends,
neighbors, and even to the remotest parts of the world.

My dear friend, faith is a priceless treasure. Please hold on to it,
and use it for everything. Fight for it with all your strength. Follow
the footsteps of the faithful, and pray in faith everyday. The more
you walk and pray in faith, the more your faith will grow. Go now,
with the grace of God, in faith. Amen. g
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