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The motto of our CHOONG HYUN CHURCH this year is “Taking hold
of the covenant, into the neighborhood and into the world." Welcoming
the 70th anniversary of the foundation of the Church, thinking of the
God-given-mission, and looking to what to achieve in the future, I think
the life of taking hold of the covenant should be the core of our life of
faith. The essential meaning of 'taking hold of the covenant' is revealed
very well in verses 10 and 11 of the text. "For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future."(v.11) When I met, in person, the word say-
ing the plan God has for us is not calamity but peace. I was greatly com-
forted. It's because I deeply appreciated the fact that this is not a simple
word of comfort but the firm base for the execution of God's covenant
with us. "This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed
for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you
back to this place."(v.10) When Israel was destroyed, its temples were
burned down, and the people were taken to Babylon as slaves, Jeremiah
proclaimed the comfort of God to the people of Israel who are asking a
question, 'where God is' It's because he realized God's plan for Israel is 'not
a disaster but peace' I would like to examine with you these words about

the covenant and the peace as the words given to us today.

First, even though we are not under the situation of the people of Israel
who were taken captive and had to live adapting to the foreign land, all of
us may live having fear that troubles might happen to us. However, God
promised the people of Israel who were taken captive to Babylon, 'after 70
years they will surely come back' He also said how they had to live in that
land through Jeremiah. “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and
eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for
your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have
sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease."(vs.5-6)
Contrary to the fact that our fighters for independence who were active in
Manchuria during the period of Japanese colonization endured firmly
walls collapsing and rain leaking thinking of going back to the home land
soon, God told them to plant gardens and settle there. He also told that the
Israelites marry and have sons and daughters in that land, and that their
sons and daughters also marry so that they take root as members of the
land. This word is the one which is equally applicable to us, the believers
who leave the homeland, the Heavenly Kingdom and live in this land. I
hope you do not give up no matter what hardships you face. It is because
God who works for His chosen people gave missions to His people. Wher-
ever we dwell, whatever situations we are in, God gave us the duty to exalt
and please God. I hope you will not be indulged in the values of the land
when you follow this lesson of the prophet, Jeremiah, and take root and
settle in that land.

Second, the reason that the people of Israel had to stay and settle in 'that
land' was to become the 'passage of blessing'. “Also, seek the peace and
prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the
Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”(v.7) Jesus taught his
disciples in Luke 10 'when you enter a house, first, say peace' The Bible re-
fers the person who receives peace as 'A man of peace), the son of peace.
God's people should be those who say peace even though they are in the
place where they go for the first time, or they are strange to, or they are not
accustomed to. That's why God gave the task of praying for the land to the
people of Israel taken captive to Babylon, the most powerful empire at the
period. No matter how small and humble a person is, if the person is con-
nected to God, through his prayers the whole community is blessed.
Through the prayer, even Babylon is changed into the land which receives
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It's Not a Disaster But Peace
(Jeremiah 29:4-14)
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the blessing of God. That's why we should take hold of the covenant and go
into the neighborhood and the world and stay there. I hope we will be able
to receive the message toward the Israelites that says ‘pray for and bless the
land to change the desolate land into the blessed land' as the message God

gives us now.

The third which is most important is to listen to the right lesson. Jeremi-
ah says the person of God should listen to the right lesson even in an ex-
tremely troubled situation where even survival is uncertain. "Yes, this is
what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets
and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you en-
courage them to have. They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I
have not sent them,” declares the Lord."(vs.8-9) There were many false
prophets in the period when the prophet Jeremiah was active. Hananiah,
who prophesied exactly contrary to what Jeremiah did, was one of them((-
Jer 29:28). The people of Israel discarded the right lesson of Jeremiah and
instead, they listened to lessons of the false prophets. The people of Israel,
who received the false lessons, disobeyed God, and did not turn toward
God, could not but be destroyed. Through this, the Bible warns us to listen
to the right lessons and live following the words of life. When you wrap up
one day, I hope you reflect the sounds you heard on that day. I hope you
check how much you listened to the words of life in one day, and whether
you have the ability to distinguish between the deceiving sound and the
right lesson. It's because our life will be changed according to what we lis-
tened to. I hope you recollect the difference of the life of Samuel who lis-
tened to the voice of God and obeyed it from the life of Saul who could
not even listen to it in the Old Testament.

The representative person who showed the importance of listening to
the voice of God and obeying it is Solomon. "So give your servant a dis-
cerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and
wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?”(1Kin3:9) Solo-
mon, who became the king by succeeding to David, asked God for giving
him 'discerning heart' He asked God for discerning heart to listen to not
only what the people say but also the words of God. "Solomon answered,
“You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because
he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have contin-
ued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his
throne this very day."(1Kin3:6). What Solomon asked for through this
prayer saying that by virtue of my father, David who lived a life integrated
to God's heart I was blessed. Therefore, please give me the heart of my fa-
ther, David. was 'discerning heart. It's because the life is decided according
to what to listen. If you do not listen to the right lesson of God, your life is
likely to wander. However, even though the situation is difficult like that of
exiles in Babylon, you can survive if you listen to God's word and obey it.
Beyond survival, you will prosper. You can become a person who is surely
needed, a man of peace. I wish you would listen to what Jeremiah told to-
ward Israel as the word toward us. I hope you remember seventy years in
'seventy years are completed, you will be back' is both the period of train-
ing and the covenant that there is surely the end. Even though for the first
time, you walk on the path you have never been through, and though your
life ahead is hard and painful like the life of the exiles in Babylon, I hope
you keep this lesson in mind, hold on to it, and so the blessing of walking
together with God into the grace will be present to all of you.
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