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| sermon for Next Sunday |

UNTIL HE COMES

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,

you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
(1Corinthians 11:26)

‘oday’s Bible verse is part of Paul's instructions to the church in

Corinth concerning the Lord’s Supper. Paul received this information
directly from Jesus Christ, “For | received from the Lord that which |
also delivered to you:---"(1Cor. 11:23). Paul wasn't around during Jesus’
earthly ministry, so he missed the opportunity to sit with Jesus at His
Last Supper before the cross, which is when Jesus instituted this
special time of worship. The Lord’s Supper is so important that Jesus
took the time after His ascension to teach Paul about it Paul now takes
the time to teach other believers the same message that the Lord
Jesus taught him, that when believers come to the Lord's Supper they
are to remember what Jesus did for them as well as look forward to
what Jesus will do for them. In so doing, the church as a whole and
every believer individually proclaim the significance of Christ's death on
the cross and how much His sacrifice affects our future.

Until He comes, proclaiming the Lord's death means that believers
have a special duty. Our duty is to partake in the Lord’s Supper. As Paul
teaches, whenever we eat this bread and drink the cup, we are
proclaiming the Lord's death until He comes. Every time we do this we
are in fact preaching the great truth of the gospel. We are proclaiming
the fact that our Lord’s death is historically real. We are proclaiming to
our fellow believers that our trust is in Christ alone. Not only that, we
are proclaiming to an unseen audience, namely the powers of darkness,
that Christ has made a public spectacle of them in triumphing over
Satan, sin and death. Colossians 2:15 says, “When He had disarmed
the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having
triumphed over them through Him."” Through the cross Jesus
conquered everything! His victory is our proclamation! When we take
the gospel of Jesus Christ, do we take it with pride? A lot of people are
not proud of the gospel, but Paul clearly proclaimed, “For | am not
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek”(Rom.
1:16). Jesus died for us and He is coming again to take all believers to
heaven. Our sins are forgiven in Christ. We need to appreciate God's
grace and mercy through our Lord Jesus Christ. We need to show our
appreciation through our proclamation. We are all born into sin and
death, but through faith in Jesus Christ we are bornagain into eternal
life. We become new creatures. This Lord’s Supper is not an empty
ritual. It is a glorious blessing that we must remember until He comes.

Until He comes, proclaiming the Lord’s death means that believers
have a special understanding. Our understanding is that Jesus’ first
coming brought salvation to us, “And the Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten
from the Father, full of grace and truth“{Jn. 1:14). Sadly, most people
did not recognize Jesus and treated Him very badly. The religious
leaders during that time and their followers had Him crucified. Jesus
died on a cross, but after three days He resurrected. He conguered
death and all the powers related to it. After His resurrection, He stayed
with His disciples for forty days before ascending into heaven. The
angels told His disciples, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand locking

into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into
heaven”(Acts 1:11). Jesus’ first coming was to save the lost. He was
sinless, yet He took the cross to pay the price for sin. His sacrifice
makes it possible for everyone who believes in Him as their Lord and
Savior to live eternally.

Until He comes, proclaiming the Lord's death means that believers
have a special anticipation. Qur anticipation is that Jesus’ second
coming will take us home. Jesus’ second coming will be very different
from His first coming. His first coming was to save the lost, His second
coming is to take the saved and punish the lost. Matthew 25:31~33
say, "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels
with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. All the nations will be
gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as
the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the
sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.” The saved will be
eternally blessed and the unsaved will be eternally cursed, “These will
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life” (Mt.
25:46). Only those who believe in Jesus will be found righteous,
“Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus"(Rom. 8:1). The Lord of Judgment will judge, “But by His word
the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the
day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. But do not let this
one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like
a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day"(2Pet. 3:7~8).
Believers need to live a life of godliness now, “But according to His
promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which
righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you look for these
things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and
blameless”(2Pet. 3:13~14). Not only does the New Testament mention
Jesus' second coming, but the Old Testament as well, “The sun will be
turned into darkness And the moon into blood Before the great and
awesome day of the LORD comes. And it will come about that
whoever calls on the name of the LORD Will be delivered; For on
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem There will be those who escape, As the
LORD has said, Even among the survivors whom the LORD calls”(Joel
2:31~32). The last book of the Bible also says, “l saw no temple in it,
for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. And the city
has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by
its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it”(Rev.
21:22~24).

My dear friends, until Jesus comes, let us partake in the Lord's
Supper and proclaim His death with appreciation for His first coming
and in anticipation of His return. As long as we are in Jesus Christ, we
are safe and can look forward to our heavenly home. Before coming to
the Lord's Table today, please examine yourself and repent of your sins
in prayer. By faith take eat of this bread and drink from the cup.
Amen. d
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