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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

Prince of Peace

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His
shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father,
Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

n talking about the birth of Christ in Bethlehem, Isaiah introduces

one of His many names as the Prince of Peace. The Bible gives
Him other princely names, like the Prince of life and the Prince of
the Kings of the earth (cf. Acts 3:16; Rv. 1:5). As the Prince of
Peace, He makes it possible for humans to have peace with God,
to possess the peace of God, and for there to be peace on earth.

Many Christians and non-Christians seek to make peace with
God. These religious individuals seriously think about how they
can have peace with Him. Some try to get peace through religious
rituals or their good works. There are churches that actually teach
these principles to their members, telling them that if they say or
do certain things then they will receive blessings and have peace
with God. As such, many people try to make peace with God with
their money, possessions, or time. Listen my friends, | am telling
you that there is a big, very, very big gap between humans, who
are all sinners and destined to Hell, and our Holy God. No human
efforts can fill this huge void, which is why God provided the way.
The only bridge between God and man is the cross, which is why
we desperately need the Prince of Peace. He paid for our debts of
sin, "But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was
crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell
upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. All of us like
sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way;
but the Lord has caused the iniguity of us all to fall on Him"(Is.
53:5-6). He broke down all the barriers that separate man from
God, "For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups (Jews
and Gentiles) into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing
wall... And He came and preached peace to you who were far
away, and peace to those who were near”(Eph. 2:14, 17). He
made peace with everything, "For it was the Father's good
pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and through Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the
blood of His cross; through Him, | say, whether things on earth or
things in heaven”(Col. 1:19-20). This wonderful peace was born in
a manger,

Many Christians make peace with God, but miss the peace of
God. The peace of God is positional and unchanging. It is
supernatural, not psychological, and totally depends on your
relationship with Jesus Christ. If you have close relations, you will
have His peace. The path of peace is free of worries, “Be anxious
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”(Phil. 4:6-7). Too many
believers forget to pray about everything, and ignore thanking Him

unceasingly. They lose the blessing of the peace of God because
they do not think about Him; they do not praise Him, "Finally,
brethren whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good
repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise,
dwell on these things” (Phil. 4:8). We need the peace of God. The
Messiah, Prince of Peace, came so that we could receive all these
blessings. We must get them, so that the result will be that we
have the peace of God that passes all understanding. This
wonderful peace is presently available.

When the second coming of Jesus happens, there will be peace
on earth. Isaiah 2:4 says, “And He will judge between the nations,
and will render decisiens for many peoples; and they will hammer
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will
they learn war.” The angels declared, "Glory to God in the
highest; and on earth peace among men with whom He is
pleased”(Lk. 2:14). In this special peace that awaits the Kingdom,
there will be no more work, and even peace among animals,
“And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie
down with the young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the
fatling together; and a little boy will lead them. Also the cow and
the bear will graze, their young will lie down together, and the lion
will eat straw like the ox. The nursing child will play by the hole of
the cabra, and the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's
den"(ls. 11:6-8). Instead of violence, there will be total peace,
“They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the
earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover
the sea”(ls. 11:9). There will also be peace in nature, “The
wilderness and the desert will be glad, and the Arabah will rejoice
and blessom; like the crocus, it will blossom profusely and rejoice
with rejoicing and shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given
to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see the glory of
the Lord, the majesty of our God... The scorched land will become
a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of
jackals, its resting place, grass becomes reeds and rushes"(ls.
356:1-2, 7). This wonderful peace, the best peace, is yet to come.

Do you long for peace? Jesus Christ will bring peace to your
troubled heart, if you truly believe He is the Prince of Peace.
Someday He will bring peace to this troubled world. During this
Christmas season, so many people are excited about other things,
like shopping for gifts, visiting family and friends, and eating food,
but their hearts are empty of peace. Christmas means the
Messiah has come, and His name is Prince of Peace! i
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