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Sermon for next week

Christian Assurance
(1 John 3:19)

“We shall know by this that we are of the truth, and shall assure our heart before Him”

11 people living on this carth are

anxious for certainty. We want
sureness. People continually question,
**Are you sure?”, but find no assurance.
Nothing seems sure anymore. Nations
that are strong today may be defeated
tomorrow. History shows us the rise
and fall of the greatest governments.
What's here today may be gone
tomorrow. Many christians are
confused. They have uncertainty about
their lives. But the sanctified are fully
persuaded that they are God's children
and that He will keep them by His
power. As a Christian, do you know
who you are, where you stand, and
where you are going? If you do, there
is no uncertainty in your life.

In today’s chapter. John mentions
who is a christian and who is Jesus
Christ. He also talks about where
Christians stand and where they are
going. In summation he says, “We will
know by this that we are of the truth,
and will assure our heart before Him”
(v. 19). All christians know that they
are of the truth because of their
characteristics in righteousness and
love. This truth assures their hearts
before God. Christians know who they
are. They are sinners! They know
where they stand and where they are
going. They are sure of their
knowledge because they believe in the
Word of God.

Christians know Jesus Christ. The
Bible tells us, “By this we know that
we have come to know Him, if we
keep His commandments™(1 Jn. 2:3).
Obedience to Christ’s commandments
is the down-to-earth test of our faith.
Paul said, “For this reason I also suffer
these things, but I am not ashamed: for
I'know whom I have believed and I am
convinced that He is able to guard what
I have entrusted to Him until that day™
(2 Tim. 1:12). Paul truly knew Jesus
Christ, “for I know whom I have
believed”. How did Paul know? He
asked the Lord who He was in
Damascus. Jesus answered and Paul
never doubted, even in the midst of his
tremendous suffering and persecution.

Jesus once asked His disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of
Man is?” And they said, “Some say
John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but
still others, Jeremiah, or one of the

prophets.” He said to them, “But who
do you say that I am?” Peter answered,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.” And Jesus said to him,
“Blessed are you, Simon Barjona,
because flesh and blood did not reveal
this to you, but My Father who is in
heaven”(Mt. 16:13-17). What a
wonderful witness. When someone
know Jesus Christ, they are sure. Does
this assurance come from parents,
Sunday school, studying theology,
leamning the Apostles Creed, or reading
the Bible? No! This confidence only
comes from God the Father. Knowing
Jesus Christ is a blessing given by God
through His Holy Spirit. They Holy
Spirit reveals God's secret and makes
one bom again. Christians know that,
“He who has the Son has the life; he
who does not have the Son of God
does not have the life”(1 Tn. 5:12).
Jesus Christ is that important!

So, if you know who Jesus Christ is
you should know where you're
standing. Christians stand on spiritual
ground. They know they are standing
on spiritual ground from their
experience. You have to have
experience to know where your
standing. “We know that we have
passed out of death into life, because
we love the brethren. He whe does not
love abides in death™ (1 Jn. 3:14).
Passing out of death into life is the
most wonderful change a person can
experience. This transformational
experience takes us from the dirty
grave to the spotless robe of
righteousness; from Satan to Savior;
from sin to salvation; from sadness to
gladness; from the prison house of
death to the freedom within the
household of faith in the Kingdom of
God. The assurance of Christians
comes by this experience. “Therefore if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creature; the old things passed away;
behold, new things have come™(1 Cor.
5:17). Amen!

You've got to have this
transformational experience if you
know Jesus Christ. Your life has to
change by the passing away of all
things. Tradition, fame, wealth, the
pleasures of now, all must go.
Christians don’t live according to the
style or manner of this present age,

“And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, so that you
may prove what the will of God is, that
which is good and acceptable and
perfect”(Rm. 12:2). The problem with
many people is that they want God and
the world. They want to keep both, and
that’s the cause of their uncertainty. The
Bible specifically tells us, “No one can
serve two masters; for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and
wealth”(Mt. 6:24). Confusion and
doubt come from living under two
masters, “in reference to your former
manner of life, you lay aside the old
self, which is being corrupted in
accordance with the lusts of deceit, and
that you be renewed in the spirit of
your mind, and put on the new self,
which in the likeness of God has been
created in righteousness and holiness of
the truth”(Eph. 4:22-24).

People who live for the world are
confused. When they look at the Bible
they are perplexed. They're not sure,
They Word of God is clear. Faith is
clear. Experience is clear. But people
who serve two Lord’s are ambiguous
about everything. They are not living in
His dwelling. Those who live in Him
know Him, “The one who keeps His
commandments abides in Him, and He
in him, We know by this that He abides
in us, by the Spirit whom He has given
us”(1 Jn. 3:24). Christians can obey
each commandment because the Holy
Spirit enables them through Jesus
Christ. As long as you are alive you
can’t do it! Only by giving up and
living by faith is everything possible.
“The Spinit Himself testifies with our
spirit that we are children of God™
(Rom. 8:16). Amen! When you give
up, the Holy Spirit comes to you, and
then the proof that you are of child of
God is actualized. That's the wonderful
mystery of the Gospel.

Christians are sure where they are
going. “These things I have written to
you who believe in the name of the
Son of God, so that you may know that
you have eternal life”(1 Jn. 5:13). Your
future is fixed. It’s a sure thing. “For we
know that if the earthly tent which is
our house is torn down, we have a

building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heaven”(2
Cor. 5:1). Are you sure of this?
Christians are absolutely sure of this.
“Beloved, now we are children of God,
and it has not appeared as yet what we
will be. We know that when He
appears, we will be like Him, because
we will see Him just as He is. And
everyone who has this hope fixed on
Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure”(1 In. 3:2-3). “And when the
Chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive the unfading crown of glory™(1
Pet. 5:4). “For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel and
with the trumpet of God, and the dead
on Christ will rise first. Then we who
are alive and remain will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we
shall always be with the Lord.
Therefore comfort one another with
these words”(1 Thes. 4:16-18).

Jesus promises us, “If I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself, that
where I am, there you may be also”
(In. 14:3), Christ’s personal retumn is
what Christians anxiously await. John’s
vision describes our etemal state in this
way, “Then I saw a new heaven and a
new earth; for the first heaven and the
first earth passed away. and there is no
longer any sea. And I saw the holy city,
new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, made ready as a
bride adomed her husband”(Rv. 21:1-
2). Yes!

The Christian knows who He is!
He knows where He stands! He knows
where he is going! Jesus Christ is the
only way, truth, and life; “no one
comes to the Father but through Him”
(Jn. 14:6). Jesus shows us the way,
truth, and life. We know with certainty
this way, truth, and life just as Jesus
knows. Christians are the only people
on this earth who are certain about the
future. By your faith if you become a
Christian, you will be one who knows
everything. Those who question will
always have doubt. Uncertainty covers
the globe. But as a real Christian you
have assurance. You have certainty in
Christ! 4
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