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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

A BELIEVER'’S DESIRE

#9Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus answered,
“Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you will follow later.”” “”Peter said to Him,
“Lord, why can I not follow You right now? I will lay down my life for You.” --
Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe
because of the works themselves. "*“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me,
the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.
(John 13:36~14:12)

Il Christians have a desire for Jesus! The problem comes

when one’s desire for Jesus is not in tune with God’s will.
How can you tell if a desire is good (in God's will) or bad (not in
God's will)? If the desire is self-centered then it is bad, because
the essence of sin is the determination to have one’s own way. It
is an act of idolatry in that one has put self in the place of God.
Good desire is simply the opposite. It is putting the desire of
God's will first. When the Lord is our greatest desire, all other
desires find their proper expression. Jesus' disciples slept, ate,
and listened to Him for over three years. When it was time for
Jesus to take the cross, He sat down with them and explained the
terrible times that were coming. He asked them to please
remember the things He had said, and to keep the faith. Here in
today's Bible passage, as Jesus finalizes His time with His
disciples, they start asking Him questions. Their concerns are
based upon their own desires not being fulfilled. Let's look at the
disciple’s questions to better understand and learn the difference
between self-centered and God-centered desires.

Jesus told Peter, “Where | go, you cannot follow Me now; but
you will follow later”(Jn. 13:36). Peter asked, “Lord, why can | not
follow You right now"(Jn. 13:37). Peter wanted to follow Jesus
now. His desire to follow Jesus is a good thing, but Jesus
specifically told him not now. If Jesus asks you to do so
something, is your faith greater than His? Peter thought his plan
was the same as God's, but it wasn't. His decision and desire to
follow Jesus was good, but his timing was off. God's time for
Peter to follow was different from Peter's time. Many of today's
Christians make the same mistake as Peter. They want their time,
will and way. Their decisions cause them to fail. God's timing,
method, and principles are the only way to bring about godly
results. It's your faith that keeps you on the narrow path. When
you give up your opinions and plans, and believe only what God
says, then your heart's desires will keep you on track.

Jesus told Thomas, "And you know the way where | am
going“(Jn.14:4). Thomas responded, “Lord, we do not know
where You are going, how do we know the way”(Jn. 14:5). Jesus
had just reassured Thomas about His going to heaven, “Do not let
your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My
Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, | would
have told you; for | go to prepare a place for you. If | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you to

Myself, that where | am, there you may be also"(Jn. 14:1~3).
Jesus explained God's way very clearly. He told Thomas where
believers would be dwelling, and that He was leaving now to
prepare things. He even said that He was coming back to lead us
to heaven. Jesus knows the way. He knows how, why, and
everything! Thomas' desire for heaven was good. He wanted time
in those mansions, and to make sure that he would be included.
He was willing to do anything to get there. His problem is that he
lacked assurance. He should have been sure of heaven because
Jesus told him that he knew the way. Those who know Jesus
know the way to heaven. Jesus settled Thomas’ concern in
saying, “l am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to
the Father but through Me"(Jn. 14:6). What does the way mean?
It means that the will of man may choose it. What does the truth
mean? It means that the mind of man may comprehend it. What
does the life mean? It means that the heart of man may
experience it.

Jesus continued, “If you had known Me, you would have known
My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen
Him“(Jn. 14:7). Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and
it is enough for us”(Jn. 14:8). In other words, Philip’s desire was
to see God because he thought that seeing God would satisfy ~
things. It seems like a reasonable request, but it reveals that Philip
had not been listening. There are a lot of Christians who come to
church with excitement to sing and pray, but when it comes time
for the sermon they close their mind. They don't listen to God's
message. Jesus said, "Have | been so long with you, and yet you
have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has
seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? Do you
not believe that | am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The
words that | say to you | do not speak on My own initiative, but
the Father abiding in Me does His works”(Jn. 14:9~10). Here we
find the mystery of the Trinity. To have the Holy Spirit, you have to
believe in Jesus. To believe in Jesus, you have to hear God's
word., To hear God's word, you have to listen!

My lovely brothers and sisters, are your desires in God's will?
When you look deep inside your heart, are you finding earthly
desires, like money, success, and fame? What will it take to
satisfy your desires? Are your desires similar to the disciples? The
Apostle Paul's greatest desire was to be with Jesus. Please
remember that all your desires are fulfilled in Jesus. i
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