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| Sermon for Next Sunday |
LET US DRAW NEARTO GOD

“Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith,

having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience

and having our bodies washed with pure water.” (Hebrews 10:22)

his one Bible verse provides us with the most wonderful

information. We can now know God; really know Him. We can
commune and have fellowship with Him, and have His presence and
power operating in our life. In His presence and power, we can
overcome all trials and temptations, conquer all problems, and defeat
all enemies, including the last great enemy, death. The Living God can
be a living reality in our lives.

We can have this kind of new life; we can go to God because Jesus
Christ opened the way. He took our sins and paid their price. He freed
us from bondage, so that He could freely give us eternal life. We can
relate to a perfect God, a righteous God, without sin because Jesus
cleanses sinners. He makes them righteous, so that they can go to the
holiest of holy place. He gives them access to God, “for through Him
we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father”(Eph. 2:18). No
longer do we have to be strangers, but we can be members of God's
household (see Eph. 2:19). We can have a deep and personal
relationship with Him. As we walk day by day, His presence and power
can be a part of our lives. Therefore, let us draw near to God, but
before we do it's today's Bible verse tells us that how we approach
God is very important. We need to come close to Him in a particular
way. Certain preparations are necessary in order to be with God. Upon
entering the most holy place in the Tabernacle/Temple, remember how
man of the high priests in the Old Testament died because of their
poor preparations. Drawing near to God is serious business. We need
to know what is necessary for us to enter into His presence and
power,

Drawing near to God requires a sincere heart. This means our
intentions must be true, honest, genuine, meaningful, and without
hypocrisy. A sincere heart has an attitude of gladness, freedom, and
enthusiasm. In other words, a person is thankful and appreciative, glad
and joyful, and feels free to enter God's presence. A person is
wholehearted about being near God. There is no insincerity or
dishonesty. A true heart knows what Jesus has done because He has
greatly affected his or her life. The meaning of Jesus Christ makes a
true heart know that he or she can really draw near to God. Those with
such a heart can commune and have fellowship with Him. They know
that they can walk in praise and thanksgiving of God all day. They know
they can have the presence and power of God looking after and caring
for them all day, everyday. God will deliver them from all temptations
and trials. He will also give them victory and triumph over all earthly
things. A true heart knows what it is to draw near to God and to live in
unbroken fellowship with Him.

All too often, the temporary sparkles of earthly life detract us so that
we forget to draw near to God. Television, movies, dining, fashion,
riches, and all sorts of constant noises try to harden our hearts. We
need a sincere heart before we draw near to God. In the Bible we read
about so, so few who actually had sincere hearts. We must awaken
and heed to our duty. It is necessary for us to draw near to God with a
sincere, true, and genuinely honest heart.

When we draw near to God we must have the full assurance of faith.

Full assurance means we understand that Christ only is qualified, and
we totally are unqualified. If you think that full assurance of faith means
you are qualified because you are a good person, doer of good works,
and belong to and always attend church, you are dead wrong. If you
think that full assurance of faith comes from baptism, never deing
anything considerably bad, always having a heart for God, or
willingness to continually sacrifice, again you are dead wrong. Many
churches teach that living a respectful life and doing valuable deeds
gives one full assurance, but this is not biblical. Full assurance in Christ
comes when you deny yourself and ask Jesus to make you His
instrument. He is the one person who can and does give us access
into God's presence. Christ alone makes us acceptable to God.
Seriously, if you think you are gualified to have full assurance, you do
not have it and cannot get it. You must know that you are unqualified
because Jesus Christ is the only perfect sacrifice. His sacrificial death
is the only sacrifice that God accepts. When we approach God we
must have full assurance of faith in Jesus Christ, “Therefore, having
been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by
faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the
glory of God"(Rom. 5:1-2). Only Jesus brings us into God's presence
and power, "in whom we have boldness and confident access through
faith in Him"(Eph. 3:12).

In drawing near to God we must have our hearts and bodies perfectly
cleansed and washed. This is a clear picture of what the high priests in
the Old Testament did before entering the holy of holies place. They
had to sprinkle themselves with the blood of special animal sacrifices,
and wash themselves. These actions symbolized the cleansing of their
sins. This helps us to know that we too must have our sins and guilty
consciences cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ, We have to
approach God through Jesus Christ. Jesus says, "I am the door; if
anyone comes through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and
find pasture” (Jn. 10:9). He is the perfect sacrifice for our sins. He
alone has made the perfect sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, the only
way to cleanse our sin is to trust in Jesus Christ. If we really trust His
sacrifice, then God accepts His sacrifice for us. With Jesus, we can
draw near to God, completely cleansed, mind and body, from all sin.
"Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands,
you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded” (Jam. 4:8).

My dear friends, what an exciting and strong message we receive
from today's Bible verse. When dignitaries come before earthly kings
and presidents, they groom themselves impeccably. They have the
best haircuts, wear the best clothes, and use their best speech. They
come with their best attitudes. These mere humans are flawed, yet to
stand before them we take great preparations. We have the greatest
honor to draw near to a perfect God. Jesus Christ gives us this access,
this incredible privilege. We need to prepare ourselves by making sure
that we have a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, and the pure
cleansing of our minds and bodies from sin as we draw near to God.. §
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